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PROCEEDI NGS
OCTOBER 5, 2009 6:30 p. m

MR. BELLAMY: | would |ike to welcone you to the
Regi onal Pl anning Conm ssion neeting. This is October the
5th, 2009, and we always start out with the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance, | ed by Comm ssi oner Modugno.

MR MODUGNO We're going to start this nmeeting with
the flag salute, if you'll please stand and join with ne in
saluting the flag.

(Pl edge of Allegiance.)

MR. BELLAMY: May | get approval of the agenda.
MODUGNO:  Move for approval .

REW  Second.
BELLAMY: So ordered. County Counsel ?
LEMKE: Not hi ng.

BELLAMY: Director?

5 » » » 3 3

HAM LTON:  No reports.

MR. BELLAMY: Ckay. W're going to nove on to our
public hearing, Agenda Item No. 5.

MR. GLASER  Good eveni ng, Conmm ssioners. Mtch
d aser, with the Countywi de Studies Section. This is a
public hearing on the Santa Clarita Valley Area Pl an Updat e,
commonly known as One Vall ey One Vision.

MR. REW They can't hear. They can't hear him

MR. BELLAMY: He can't hear? |It's the acoustics?
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MR. GLASER: All right. | guess we're going to try
again. Everybody can hear ne a little bit better standing
up. GCkay. Geat.

Good eveni ng, Conm ssioners. Mtch daser, with
t he Countywi de Studies Section. This is a public hearing on
the update of the Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan, better
known as One Vall ey One Vision.

First of all, on behalf of everyone here tonight,
I"d like to thank you for com ng out to Castaic on a Monday
evening. As you know, it's not the regular place or tine.
Before we begin, | just want to tal k about the purpose of
toni ght's heari ng.

This is a hearing on the County's portion of the
One Valley One Vision effort, just for lands within the
County's jurisdiction, not those within the Cty of Santa
Clarita's jurisdiction. Just so everyone's clear, this
hearing is not regarding annexation or any related natters.

We're not asking that the conm ssion take an
action tonight. This is the first of what will be several
hearings on this plan. Wat we are |ooking for tonight is
to get some direction fromthe Comri ssion as to the drafts
t hat have been presented, any changes or nodifications
requested of Staff, and Staff will return at a |later date
with a revised Draft Plan and Draft EIR

In terns of the presentation tonight, obviously
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before you is a very conplicated and | engthy Draft Plan and
Draft Environnmental |npact Report. In westling with howto
sumari ze this plan, we decided to ask the five Ws and one
H. So the organization of tonight's presentation is Were,
Why, Who, Wien, What, and How.

The first question is: \Were? Wihere is the Santa
Clarita Valley Area, which is our current definition of the
pl anni ng area, and you can see on the map before you it
i ncl udes several unincorporated communities, including Agua
Dul ce, Castaic, West Ranch, Val Verde, Hasley Canyon, San
Franci squito Canyon, Bouquet Canyon, Forest Park, and Fair
OGaks Ranch anong ot hers.

The Santa Clarita Valley has a very rich history,
with everything fromgold strikes to golden spikes. M ning,
oil, and transportation all have a key role. The Santa
Clarita Valley has been honme to several communities,
begi nning with Newhall -- which you see on the screen before
you -- which began in the |ate 1800s. Over the years other
comuni ties have devel oped, such as Canyon Country and nost
notably the master-planned conmmunity of Valencia, an early
concept of which you can see on the lower right. O course,
as we know, Valencia didn't end up |ooking |like that.

Also in the history of the Santa Carita, with the
fantastic natural resources are also natural hazards. So

that plays a part in the narrative as well. As we're
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usually reminded at this tine of year, the Santa Clarita
Valley is prone to fire. Mst of us will renmenber the

Nort hri dge earthquake and the Syl mar earthquake before that
that inpacted the valley. So in sone regards, the valley is
al so a very vul nerabl e pl ace.

Wat is the Santa Clarita Valley today? The Santa
Clarita Valley today is a valley of villages. Not only the
uni ncorporated communities that | previously nentioned, but
al so the coomunities and the city of Santa Clarita, such as
Newhal I , Val enci a, Saugus, and parts of Canyon Country.

As you can see, it's a mx of devel opnent and
natural environnmental areas. It includes rural comunities,
whi ch are exenplified on your |eft by Agua Dul ce, suburban
comunities, such as Canyon Country in the | ower photo, and
even somewhat urban environnents, such as the hustle and
bustl e of the Val encia Town Center Drive on your right.

The Santa Clarita Valley is recognized for having
a great quality of life. It has been one of the fastest
growi ng portions of the county for many years and is
expected to continue to be so.

But what is the future of the Santa Carita
Val ley? Can the valley maintain its quality of life in the
face of natural hazards, in the face of the pressures of
growh and the limts to growh? And that's really what

this plan is about. That's what this discussion is going to
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be about tonight. What is the future of the Santa Clarita
Val | ey?

Wi ch | eads us to the next question, which is:
Wy? Wiy are we updating this plan? To give a little bit
of perspective, it's inportant to know the recent history of
t he vall ey.

The current Santa Clarita Valley Area Pl an was
adopted in 1984 when the entire planning area was
uni ncorporated. In 1987 the City of Santa Carita
incorporated. In 1990 the County updated its Area Pl an,
whi ch was the | ast conprehensive update. In 1991 the City
adopted its General Plan. So as you can see, both
jurisdictions' planning docunents are out of date, and it's
inportant to update these plans on a regul ar basis.

But why do a joint effort between the County and
the Gty of Santa Clarita? Going back to the boundary map,
it tells the story. You can see that the city of Santa
Clarita is very unique in the county as that it's surrounded
by uni ncorporated areas. Driving through the valley, it's
not al ways readily apparent to the naked eye where the
county begins and the city ends. The boundaries of the city
have grown over the years.

But nost inportantly, the residents of the
uni ncorporated area and the city have common needs. They

have conmon desires, they share the sane services, and it's
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important to have a joint plan for their future.

There's other reasons why the Area Plan needs to
be updated. There have been many changes since 1990.
There's been trenmendous growth. There's been denographic
changes. There's been changes in the econom ¢ situation.
Al'l of which needs to be analyzed in a new plan update.

O course, there's also growh projections. As
you know, the Southern California Association of Governnent
mai nt ai ns pl anni ng projections for the North County. They
are projecting explosive growth for the North County, not
only the Santa Clarita Valley, but the Antel ope Valley as
well. Both the Gty and the County are legally required to
accomodate this gromh and to ensure that there's adequate
housing at all incone |evels.

Anot her growi ng concern is climate change. The
State of California has required | ocal jurisdictions to
respond to climte change. Many of you have heard of AB 32,
which is a bill to address the effects of climate change
that affects activities throughout California.

This has been followed by a specific
i npl enentation action known as SB 375, which requires |ocal
jurisdictions to adjust their |and use planning strategies
to deal with climate change by reducing vehicle mles
travel ed and to pronote nore conpact fornms of devel opnent

and to reduce the anount of sprawl. By the way, that's the
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state capital on that slide

The next question is: Wwo? Wo is affected by
this plan update? O course, nost folks know that this is a
plan that will be adopted by both governnents. So obviously
bot h governnents, the City and the County, are affected.
Service providers are affected. The Castaic Lake Water
Agency and the local water retailers. The school districts.
The fire departnent. The sheriff's departnent, et cetera.

There's also the town councils, which serve a very
val uabl e advisory role in the unincorporated area and who
have a stake in the future. There's also other advocacy
groups ranging fromthe Santa Clarita Valley Trails Advisory
Committee to the Santa Clarita Valley Organi zation for
Pl anning in the Environnent.

But who is nost affected? The people that I|ive,
work, and play in the Santa Clarita Valley. There's
residents. The residents that are here. The new residents
that are being born every day. The residents that are yet
to be born and that wish to grow up in the Santa Clarita
Vall ey and nmake it their home. The people that own property
here, whether or not they live in the valley. The people
t hat own busi nesses here, whether or not they live in the
valley. And, of course, those that work here. In short,
everyone is affected by this plan update.

The next question is: Wen? Wat is the tine
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frame that this new plan | ooks at? And this |ooks at the
facts and figures of the matter, the statistics. The Santa
Clarita Valley today, according to our estimtes,

approxi mately 80, 000 housing units, housing 252,000 people.
There's 119,588 jobs. As nost folks are famliar, there's
not an adequate jobs/housing balance in the Santa Clarita
Vall ey at the current tine.

As | nentioned, plans need to be updated
periodically. Typically, these plans are updated every 10
to 20 years, and we anticipate that will be the case in this
pl an. However, this plan is unique because we're | ooking at
t he build-out of the valley. The build-out of the valley is
the point at which the ultimate capacity will be reached.
Based on current growth rates, that could take several
decades, if ever.

The figures before you assune a build-out of the
entire valley, even the rural portions with very | ow
densities. The City and County have devel oped projections
that, at the build-out of the valley, there will be an
i ncrease of 70,000 to 75,000 housing units, an increase in
popul ati on of 208,000 to 233, 000 persons, and nost
inmportantly, an increase in jobs of 98,300 to approxi mately
129, 000.

This is the Santa Clarita Valley at build-out. So

as you can see, there's substantial growmh that's projected.
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Again, it's inportant to nmention that this is a scenario in
which the entire valley would be built-out, all of the
vacant |ands, even those in the rural designations.

It's also inmportant when you | ook at the increase
in housing units. About half of that increase is going to
be due to housing units that have already been approved,
nostly by the County, but also by the City. Significantly,
t he Newhal | Ranch Specific Plan accounts for a quarter of
that growh. So nmuch of the growh that's being projected,
again, are housing units that have been approved but have
not yet been built.

The next question, and probably the nost inportant
guestion, is: Wiat? Wat is this Area Pl an Update? The
Draft Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan before you has five
el enents: Land Use, Circul ation, Conservation and Open
Space, Safety, and Noise. |1'mgoing to go through each of
these briefly. You will see the topics covered by each on
the left side of the screen.

The first and, in sonme respects, nost inportant is
the I and use elenment. The |and use el enent describes the
Val l ey of Villages thene that | had previously described.
The valley is currently a nosaic of unique villages with
rural, suburban, and urban |ifestyles, and we anticipate
that that will continue to be the case.

There's al so Specific Plans, such as Newhal |l Ranch
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1 that | had nmentioned, denographic characteristics, and

2 econom ¢ issues. Oher aspects deal with the design of the

3 environnment, the effects on health and environmnent al
4 quality, resources, and coordination wth other agencies.
5 This is probably the nost inportant conmponent of

6 the land use elenment. This is the proposed Land Use Pl an,

7 which is avail able on our website and al so on the nmap at the

8 back of the room This is the Land Use Plan by which the

9 proj ections were devel oped.

10 How was this Land Use Pl an devel oped? There were

11 numerous suitability criteria, which include those on the

12 screen. Essentially, Cty and County staff worked together,

13 not only | ooking at nmaps and figures but al so doing

14 extensive field work, even taking to the skies in a

15 helicopter to let the land tell us what kind of uses and
16 | what intensity of use would be appropriate.

17 Qobvi ously, slopes are an inportant suitability
18 | criteria, but there are many others, such as significant
19 ecol ogical areas, fire zones, seisnmc zones, proximty to
20 maj or roadways on the H ghway Plan, and, of course,

21 proximty to existing urban infrastructure and services,
22 such as water lines and fire stations.

23 The Land Use Policy Map, the concept is

24 | essentially, as | described, simlar to what's being

25 predicted with SB 375, is to generally concentrate the nost
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intense growh to areas that are nost suitable, near transit
in the existing city centers, by the Metrolink |ines, such
as O d Town Newhall and the Val encia Town Center.

The new Land Use Legend is on your right. As
nmentioned in the Staff report, the Land Use Plan is
consistent with both the currently adopted General Plan and
t he proposed Ceneral PIan.

Lastly -- and this is an inportant point -- it
i ncludes new rural hillside density cal culations. These new
cal cul ati ons necessitate the General Plan and Zoni ng
Ordi nance Amendnent that are al so before you.

To describe this concept, what you have before you
is the -- is one way that we calculate hillside density in
rural areas. This is the Hillside Managenent category.
There are slightly different cal culations for the Nonurban 1
and Nonurban 2 categories. Again, this is in the current
pl an.

There seens to be a comon m sperception that,
under the current plan, all rural areas are allowed one unit
per two acres. As you can see, that is not the case. It is
based on a conpl ex density forrmul a based on the sl ope of the
land. The truth of the matter is that if a person were to
come to our public counter and ask how many units coul d be
built on their property or on the property next door, we

woul dn't be able to answer the question. W would have to
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ask the property owner to hire an engineer to do these sorts
of cal cul ati ons.

Under the new plan, the | and use designation wl|
determ ne the maxi numdensity. So instead of what you see
before you, it depends on the designation. And here, on the
key, you can see there's various rural |and designations.
RL5, the maxi numdensity is one unit per five acres,
regardl ess of slope. RL10, one unit per ten acres,
regardl ess of slope. And so on.

We believe that this new schene will provide clear
expectations and a better understanding of the devel opnent
potential of properties in rural areas.

The next elenment is circulation. Circulation
deals with many issues that are inportant to the valley and
are tied to the Land Use Map. Circulation elenent also
includes trails, bikeways, and pedestrian circul ation, al
of which are inportant to reducing vehicle mles travel and
providing an alternative to the autonobile.

But, of course, probably the nost inportant
conponent of the circulation elenent is the H ghway Pl an.
This is the proposed H ghway Plan for the Santa Carita
Val | ey, showi ng current and proposed routes, both in the
City and the County, the proposed ultinate w dths.

Before closing on the circul ation el enent, |

shoul d al so nention that the H ghway Pl an includes new
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hi ghway cross sections that are consistent with the Gty
cross sections. So when you're driving in the Cty and the
County, the roadway doesn't change w dths, the bike | ane
doesn't add and di sappear, and, again, we feel that's an

i nportant step towards consistency.

The next elenment is conservation and open space,
which is extrenely inportant given all of the natura
resources and natural hazards in the valley. Sone of the
topics are seen here. Those of you who may be fam i ar,
that's Castaic Lake, which is just up the road from us.

O her topics include scenic resources, air
resources, and climte change. Here's where the bul k of the
policies to be responsive to the State mandates of AB 32 are
hel d.

Two maj or naps regarded with the conservation/ open
space element. The first is the expansion of significant
ecol ogical areas. W're proposing to triple the size of
those in the Santa Clarita Valley. The next is the proposed
Ri dgeline Map. This is the Draft Ridgeline Map. As you nay
be able to see, it doesn't include ridgelines in Agua Dul ce.
W are working to nodify this map to have ridgelines for the
entire Santa Clarita Valley. W anticipate that we'l|l
return with that at the next hearing.

The safety elenment is al so key because of the

natural hazards. Seismc, flood, fire, hazardous materi al s.
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Emer gency preparedness, |aw enforcenent, terrorism accident
preventi on.

And finally, the noise el enent provides a neans of
| ooki ng at noise in the planning process, noise that's
generated by different | and uses, by highways and roadways,
by helicopters, by airplanes, et cetera. So this el enent
provi des a nmeans to address that.

The | ast question is: How? And there's really
two sub-questions. First of all, how did we develop this
pl an, and how do we intend to inplement it if it's adopted?

The process was a |l engthy process, jointly
conducted by the Gty and County. There was initial
outreach, which included nmany activities, such as workshops,
community surveys, school activities. There was a
val | ey-wi de congress where residents fromthroughout the
valley were invited to ratify a series of guiding principles
as well as a vision statenent.

Thi s vision and guiding principles, which canme
fromthe active involvenent of a wi de range of stakehol ders,
are the foundation of this plan. W also conducted a
t echni cal background report.

As the plan was devel oped, we canme out with the
Poster Plan that you may renenber. W had a series of
wor kshops, in which the Poster Plan, which was sort of a

general conceptual |and use scenario, was presented.
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Approxi mately a year ago, both the City and County rel eased
prelimnary drafts of their docunents. W had, again, a
series of open houses throughout the valley to present that.

W were fortunate enough to have extensive nedia
coverage in The Signal newspaper last fall that was rerun in
the spring. W also | aunched OVOV- NET, which is an
excellent tool that's available on our website, that for the
| ast year has enabl ed property owners and other comunity
stakehol ders to enter in any address or parcel nunber in the
Santa Clarita Valley and see exactly what is being proposed
with this plan.

Now, on to inplenentation. There's a Zoning Map,
which is again on the screen and on the back wall. Staff
conducted an extensive zoning consistency analysis. To our
knowl edge, this was the first time that was conducted. The
new Zoning Map is al so before you.

In addition to the zoning consistency, the plan
will be inplenented on an ongoi ng basis. Cbviously, your
commi ssion and the Board of Supervisors will review future
devel opment projects in the guise of this plan, using the
goals and policies as a franework to make deci sions. The
plan will guide capital inprovenents, such as roadways and
ot her investnments in infrastructure.

There's al so an ongoing comritnent to continue to

coll aborate with the Gty of Santa Clarita on future
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pl anni ng and i npl enentation of this plan, which may include
changes to ordi nances in both jurisdictions.

In conclusion, | want to acknow edge the fol ks
t hat have contributed. |In addition to the Departnent of
Regi onal Planning, our G S staff as well as the countyw de
study staff, we've had great involvenent fromthe Departnent
of Public Wrks. Steve Burger is here tonight fromthat
departnment. W' ve had participation fromall of our County
departments, which has been much appreci at ed.

O course, the Gty staff has been invaluable in
this. Paul Brotzman, Lisa Wbber, and Jason Sm sko are sone
of the main fol ks who have hel ped us there. W've al so been
very bl essed with probably one of the best consultant teans
assenbl ed. There's Molly Bowe, who's here tonight, that
wote the plan, the policy docunment. There's Susan Tebow.
She's here tonight representing | npact Sciences that
prepared the Environnental |npact Report. Austin Faust
conducted our traffic study. Mestre Greve Associ ates
conducted our noise study. And DM Ceographics hel ped with
sone of the G S work.

There are several revisions that are presented to
you this evening in the correspondence as well as the
testinmony. Again, Staff is not asking for the Comm ssion to
make a decision. Staff is asking for the Conmm ssion to

provide direction to Staff in how to approach these
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revi sions before com ng back to you

However, | should nention that there are a few
technical revisions in your package. There is
correspondence from Benevi ste Septenber 9th, Cornev
Sept enber 14th, Seitz Septenber 17th, and two from Hupsch on
Septenber 30th. As indicated in that correspondence, these
are mnor technical revisions that Staff is willing to nmake.
As | nentioned, the rest of those are before you.

Thi s concludes ny presentation for tonight.
Bef ore proceeding with the hearing, it is ny understanding
that the Gty of Santa Clarita would like to add a few
words. Paul Brotzman, who is the Director of Conmunity
Devel opnent, | believe he is here this evening. | believe
he's going to say a few very brief words here at the
speaker's tabl e before we nove forward.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. BELLAMY: Any persons that plan on speaking tonight
on this agenda item would you please stand and rai se your
ri ght hand and be sworn in.

(Wher eupon Wit nesses were sworn.)

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you. @G ve your nane.

MR. BROTZMAN: Good eveni ng, Conmm ssioners. M/ nanme is
Paul Brotzman. | amthe Director of Community Devel opnment
for the City of Santa Carita.

| will start over. M name is Paul Brotzman. |
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amthe Director of Community Devel opnent for the City of
Santa Clarita, and | would like to start out by
acknow edging Mtch, the excellent presentation that's just
given, the County Planning Staff and Staff fromthe other
departnments in the County that we've worked with on this
project. It really has been a partnership, and, | think,
t hrough this process, we've cone to know each other a | ot
better and have devel oped a really outstanding collaborative
wor ki ng rel ati onship between the Cty and the County. So
we're really pleased to have had this opportunity to work
together with the County Planning Staff on this project.

| also believe that the effort that was undertaken
here, having the Gty and the County work together, was
really a farsighted planning effort. It really has done a
lot to bring the planning efforts of the Gty and the County
into sync. And | think overall, the Santa Clarita Vall ey,
into the future, will benefit significantly fromthis joint
effort. So I'd Iike to acknow edge those who went before
who nade the decision to have this be undertaken as a joint
planning effort. | think it nmade a | ot of sense, and |
think as people get to see this plan and understand it, they
wi |l understand the value that it brings.

There are, fromthe City's perspective, a nunber
of major thenmes that 1'd like to nention, and Mtch has

di scussed sone of themin his presentation. A part of what
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we've tried to do here in pulling this plan together is to
create what we've called the Valley of Villages. |It's
really to acknow edge an effort to try and create much nore
wal kabl e communi ties, communities and nei ghbors that have a
strong sense of place, a strong sense of ownership for the
residents who live within them And so that concept of
creating this Valley of Villages and the wal kability is an
i nportant el ement of this planning process.

A second major thenme that was addressed in this
process is one of creating a greenbelt around the Santa
Clarita Valley. W have the makings of that with the
national forest that exists, the Angel es National Forest
that exists to the south and to the east, also the major
open space areas that are being donated by Newhal |l Ranch
and the Castaic Lake and the recreational areas to the
north. And | think that by expanding upon that natural base
that al ready exists, we have an opportunity to really
preserve the Santa Clarita Valley as a separate, distinct
geographic area. And | think that's inportant. | think the
peopl e who have noved here, the residents who live here
t oday, value that distinctive character that we've devel oped
here. So devel oping and preserving the greenbelt that
surrounds the valley is a very inportant el enment.

Jobs/ housi ng bal ance, which Mtch nentioned, is

al so very critical. For anybody who |lives here who conmutes
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into the valley every day, they drive through this rather
congested pass and travel down some very congested freeways,
nmovi ng down into the San Fernando Vall ey and beyond. And so
to the extent that we are able to enhance the job/housing
bal ance through this process, | think it's critically
inportant to the quality of life of the residents wthin the
valley. But it's also critically inportant in addressing

t he environmental issues that were nentioned.

W are faced with responding to the requirenents
t hat have conme out of SB 32 and AB 372 -- 375 -- or SB 375,
AB 32 and SB 375 -- excuse nme -- legislation that was passed
at the State level that really requires us all to take into
consi deration environnental issues and to inplenent plans
that will reduce the nunber of vehicle mles driven by
people and will also reduce the anbunt of greenhouse gas
that we're adding to the atnosphere and with the resulting
i mpact on gl obal warm ng.

We are fortunate. | think this plan does address
that issue, and | think the Santa Clarita Valley, both the
uni ncorporated and incorporated areas of the valley are
somewhat a step ahead of nuch of the rest of the
metropol i tan planning area that SCAG has to address in
devel oping the response to SB 375. So | think that this
plan really does take into consideration those significant

overriding environnmental issues.
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Finally, one other inportant theme and el enent
that has been incorporated in this plan, and it's one that
goes back to the very early days of Newhall Ranch when
Victor Gruen devel oped the original master plan. And that
was the recognition of the Town Center area as kind of the
val | ey business center, and this plan does continue to build
upon that.

We recogni ze that all of these -- all of the
pl anning effort that we've undertaken in this process wll,
in fact, have long terminpacts for the conmunity. W
recogni ze that those inpacts run the -- fromwater supply to
traffic and so on, and | think that both the City and the
County Pl anning Staff have done a very good job in terns of
t aki ng these issues into consideration and devel opi ng a pl an
that reflects a significant care for the quality of life
that we are creating for the existing and future residents
of the Santa Clarita Valley.

And with that, I'"'mhere to respond to any
guestions that you may have for the City and woul d be happy
to bring up other Staff if there are questions that | can't
answer. But we're here to be a resource and to provide
support to the County Pl anning Staff, who we think have done
just an outstanding job in this process.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very much. Now I'd |like to get

testinmony fromthe city officials that are here -- any city
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1 officials. And then from honeowner board chairs, and then
2 the town council before we go forward with the rest of the
3 | audience.

4 M5. HAMLTON: |I'msorry. Did you say you have an

5 order by which you want these people to speak?

6 MR. BELLAMY: City officials, town council, and

7 homeowner board chairs.

8 M5. HAM LTON: Okay. Unless they've signed in as a
9 city official, I wouldn't know that.
10 MR G.ASER M. Chair, | believe M. Brotzman is the

11 only representative fromthe city speaking tonight. Just

12 M. Brotzman fromthe city.

13 MR BELLAMY: Pardon ne? There's no others?

14 MR. GLASER. That's correct. No one el se.

15 MR. BELLAMY: COkay. Wiat about the town council?

16 M5. HAM LTON: Town council representatives?

17 MR. BELLAMY: Each speaker will have three m nutes.

18 | When the anber |ight comes on, you'll have 30 seconds to go.

19 And we're going to try our best to hear all the persons in

20 the roomthat want to speak.

21 The town council -- go ahead.
22 MR MODUGNO M. Chairman, | woul d suggest that --
23| we're neeting in Castaic. The town council -- the Castaic

24 Town Council has done extensive review of this and

25 participated with M. Gaser. |If it's the official position
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of the town council of Castaic, | think for the town
council s that neighbor around, we should provide five
m nutes for the town councils and then give the general
public three m nutes just would be ny reconmendati on.

MR. BELLAMY: So let's hear fromthe town council.

MR MODUGNO I|I'msorry. And if there was al so anyone
fromany of the water agencies or school districts in
of ficial position, governnental agencies, | also again would
recommend providing five mnutes for those groups.

MR. BELLAMY: Ckay. We'll give the town council five
m nut es.

MR. KELLY: Thank you. Ready?

MR. BELLAMY: G ve your nhane.

MR. KELLY: M nanme is Robert Kelly, and | ama
resi dent and a | andowner and a Castaic Area Town Counci
representing Region 3, which is the Hasl ey Canyon area in
guestion here this evening.

First of all, I want to thank the County and the

Commi ssion for having this neeting tonight. |'m speaking
tonight as a resident, a | andowner, and a Castaic Area Town
Council representative for Region 3. | have lived in
Castaic for 23 years. | own 40-plus acres in Charley Canyon
and two two-and-a-half acre parcels in Hasley Canyon. The
Hasl ey Canyon parcel was a five-acre parcel that | and ny

wife split several years ago.
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| have reviewed the OVOV plan, and the one thing
that -- excuse ne -- the one thing that | and ot her
residents conpletely disagree with is the proposed | and use
designation of the current A2 zone. M biggest question is:
Wiy the | and use changes? |'ve been told it's to sinplify
t he buil ding and devel opnment process. Sinplify for whon?
The County?

I f an owner wants to go through the tinme and the
nmoney and the consum ng process, that should be their
option. Retirenment packages and 401(k)'s have all been hit
hard during these economc tines. Now, the proposed | and
use affects our real property. W have all purchased our
properties based on the current |and use. Real property,
even with the current econom c issues, has always been a
good | ong-term i nvest nent.

When soneone purchases real property -- maybe it
is their primary residence, a rental property, undevel oped
| and, or a conmbination of -- they are hoping that will be a
good investnment. Nobody invests with the hopes of changing
the land use to a higher density fromwhat they purchased
it. To think so would be poor investing.

What the draft of the OVOV does, it changes the
| and use in Charley Canyon and Tapia Canyon fromHill side
Managenent to RL10. This would spell financial disaster for

the property owners. The property will be worth pennies on
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the dollar. Taking into consideration the current |and use,
Hi || si de Managenent and Ridgelines, it may be feasible that
only 13 units would be allowed on ny 40 acres. Thirteen is
a |lot better than four.

Hypot hetically, let's assune that each parcel
woul d be worth $100,000. That puts a $1.3 million value on
the 40 acres. There is no way that four ten-acre parcels
woul d be worth anywhere near the $1.3 million. Maybe |
never sell ny property and just leave it to ny children or
to leave it to theirs -- excuse ne -- or they leave it to
theirs. The |land use, as proposed, would ruin any financial
future we m ght have.

s it open area OVOV is looking for? A simlar
t hi ng happened in Boul der, Col orado. The surrounding |and
around the city was changed, nmaking it worth pennies. Then
the Gty went in and purchased the properties. One would
think that the way the City of Santa Carita has been buying
up open space this could be a possibility. Drectly to the
north is the Angeles National Forest. This is all the open
space Castaic would ever need.

The OVOV plan in Hasley Canyon is al so poor
pl anning. The owners in Hasley Canyon, |ike me, have either
conpleted a lot split or have the option to do so. This
area i s proposed to be changed as well fromH | side

Managenent to an RL5. Omers will end up with five-acre
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parcels in the mddle of two-acre parcels. |In sone cases,
the area would be two acres next to five, next to two, and
back to five. Were's the logic in this?

What gives OV the right to change the | and use for
personal property? For whose benefit? GCbviously, not ours.
Does any of this make sense? By changing the | and use, you
are taking away people's |lifestyles, dreans, and retirenent
pl ans.

As a council, we have sent letters in opposition
to the Charl ey Canyon-Hasl ey Canyon proposed | and use
changes and sent a letter of support for a secondary access
road to the northern end of Castaic. This is very nuch
needed. The northern end has |imted access fromthe south.
The 5 Freeway and the O d Road are the only means of getting
north of the Hasley Canyon off-ranp.

During any 5 Freeway shutdown due to snow, fire,
or an accident, the northern end of Castaic is conpletely
i naccessible. It is either a parking lot for truckers and
travel ers. Enmergency vehicle access is al so conprom sed.
This could be a life-threatening issue.

We are in support of a secondary access from
Tesoro to Parker or Lake Hughes. W know the County does
not have the nmeans at this tine to develop this road, but
nowis the time to draw it on the OVOV plan so there are no

surprises later. Also, by retaining the current land use in
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the Charl ey Canyon area, future road fees can start to be
col | ect ed.
Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very nuch.

MR. PREACH: MW nane's Jeff Preach. | live at 28456
Sl oan Canyon Road. |'mhere as a | andowner, business owner,
and a --

MR MODUGNO M. Preach, let me just -- may | just

interrupt here. Wen | spoke to the Chair and reconmended
that five mnutes be provided and that speakers representing
town councils or speakers fromvarious districts, it was
hope and expectations they woul d have spoken on behal f of
those districts as a whole, not getting into their own
personal hol di ngs of property.

Many of us here in the Santa Carita Vall ey,
i ncludi ng nyself, own property in the city, but the
al l omance and the courtesy of providing for the upfront tine
and the greater tine was to address the nore macro issues,
in ternms of representation, that have been di scussed and
that you're authorized by your body, in terns of the town
council, as a spokesperson -- of a single spokesperson for
the town council we allowed the five mnutes for

To the extent to which if there's five nenbers of
t hat body, seven nenbers of that body, it was not the intent

that multiple nmenbers cone forward and have five m nutes
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each, because that's at the expense of residents who are
going to be allowed three mnutes. So | apologize if it
wasn't clearer to begin with, but I think representatives,
again, we allowed tinme fromthe Gty of Santa Clarita
because they're a very active participant. The town counci
within Castaic is an active participant, and there may be
ot her town councils surroundi ng and havi ng those peopl e
speaking. And so --

MR. PREACH: | can keep it to three m nutes.

MR MODUGNO:  Ckay.

MR. PREACH. | did have to disclose -- if | don't
di sclose | own property, they may shoot me, so -- but the
main -- the main focus is the town council. |'mnot here to
talk for the town council tonight. | amthe chairman of the
OVOV committee, and |I'ma nmenber of the town council. And
fromthis conmttee, six nonths ago, when we first found out
that you had your first neeting, that we had up at the
school district that only about four or five people showed
up at, was the first we heard about it. And this is, of
course, the draft.

Now, our conmttee, our town council, has spent
probably six different neetings. W split this book up, and
each guy took a certain anount. W're trying to figure out
what this really neans. How can the town council tell you

guys what we want until we understand it?
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So we've had sonme neetings. W have three
different civil engineers that voted -- that vol unteered
their tine to help us understand what this is. You know,
such as clustering. You know, you've got to read way back
here about clustering. Now, what does clustering really
mean? And so the town council has got to get their
i nformation before they can represent this town and talk to
you | ogically.

And after six nmeetings, we canme to our first
littl e agenda, which was we sent you a letter, to Mtch
d aser, about eight days ago. And the point that | wanted
to make tonight is that we're still working on it. Tonorrow
we have another neeting with the engineers again, trying to
get a little further on, having to do with clustering and
sonme other issues that are still com ng up

And ny point was, hey, we're working on this
thing, and there's a lot to deal with, and we have a | ot of
responsibility to these -- the nenbers here. And so that's
what nmy point was, is there -- we have this |letter now sent,

and we have anot her one follow ng shortly, and we're stil

working this. | understand that's -- tonight's not the
final vote and this is an ongoing deal, so you'll keep the
door open for conmunication with the town council; is that
correct?

MR, MODUGNO Yes. This -- One Valley One Vision has
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been presented to us as a Commi ssion -- go back three years,
Mtch, at |east?

MR. GLASER. Yeah, well, frankly, it's been a ten-year
process, but it's been nost active in the last three years.

MR MODUGNO So it's been a very long-term process.
This is the first public hearing that the County Conm ssion
has had on the topic in the comunity. | suspect there wll
be nmultiple other hearings, whether they'll be in Santa
Clarita or whether they'll be in Downtown Los Angel es, and
we continue to be provided with all of the letters as
they're conming in, whether they're addressed to any one of
us, whether addressed to M. d aser, whether addressed to
whormever. And so, as long as they're hitting the body, it
becones all a part of the permanent record.

So we're not going to nmake the decision this
evening. | doubt that we'll nmake the decision at a next
neeting. |It's a long process of making sure that everyone
who has input has the proper opportunity to vet their input,
be it in either conments as this evening and all of that --
all that oral testinony along with all the witten
t esti nony.

So if you're not ready to nake a decision as a
town council, which | suspect -- |I'"mnot sure how you could
when we don't even have sufficient information as the County

Commi ssion at this point to make a bal anced and reasonabl e
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deci sion and to pass this forward to the Board of
Super vi sors.

Most of the letters that we have received have
been very specific to individuals' concerns about their
land, and | think rightfully so if there's a change in
zoning on that land, if they expected that they would have a
certain building rights within. W need to set up
procedures that are not on the nore macro basis that we're
| ooki ng at but that those people are not just falling
t hrough the cracks but have an opportunity to, again,
express their case, have a reasonabl e process through the
County Staff as when they -- a point in tinme they want to
devel op that | and.

So, again, as we -- after the Gty of Santa
Clarita incorporated in 1987 and took the County's plans and
the Gty went forth and put a General Plan together, sone
sort of mapping, zoning ordi nances, as individual |andowners
canme in, there was no either taking of anybody's property,
hopeful |l y, or any brush of upgrading that property. So it's
a |l ong process.

W're here to take input. | think we're trying to
focus on the broader issues with One Valley One Vision. |Is
it a good planning docunent, jointly, for the whole
community? How do we then deal and address individual town

councils, be it West Valley or be it Castaic or as we go
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over towards the eastern side of the valley, so that all the
pl ayers have got a piece of that to be able to put that

di scussi on so that once we come out with a decision -- and |
think the timng processing, we may be a little bit ahead of
the Gty and, in sone respects, naybe the City's alittle
bit ahead of us.

But there will be a final action taken by the
Board of Supervisors based upon all of this input. There
will be a final action taken by the City of Santa Clarita's
City Council. And then once both of those bodi es have
acted, we've got now a docunent from which both planning
staffs can continue to function.

But getting at individual, specific properties in
terms of, gee, mne's painted this way on that map, | don't
know that this is the proper forumto be discussing that,
but I think it's the proper forumto at |east put yourselves
on record, putting us on notice that we have a concern about
nmy piece of property, be it five acres, one lot, 100 acres,
or 1000 acres, and how s that going to be treated
differently once all this is put in place.

So | don't expect the town council has yet made
that determination. W may, as a planning body, say, | ook,
there's so many of these individual cases -- there may be
30, there may be 100, there may be 500 -- that over tine

t hose individual cases nay need to go, again, under those
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town councils' jurisdictions that we're |ooking to for sone
gui dance and recomrendati on, because you clearly are much
closer to the scene, that your own property or anybody el se
within Castaic would cone forward and say this is what we
want to do with this property. Here's how it used to be
zoned or mapped on the ol der planning docunent. Here's how
it is on the new One Valley One Vision.

What are those di screpancies, and what gui dance do
we have and the ability of either noving that density up
towards a maximum taking it mninmm-- our sort of overal
planning is we target a m dpoint zoning. This 500, 000
people that M. d aser had sort of put on board, you know,
that's going to be dependent upon an awful |ot of things.
It's going to be dependent upon circulation. [It's going to
be dependent upon environnental issues. Most inportantly
right now, it's certainly going to be dependent upon water,
water treatnent, all the kinds of infrastructure which may
or may not support 500, 000 peopl e.

We're | ooking to add, perhaps, on the design,
anot her 75- or 80,000 honmes as a high-end potential. There
may be al ready 30,000 of those approved, waiting for sone
action. And many of those people may say, |ook, it just
econonmi cally no | onger nakes sense. W nay pull back on
t hose.

So froma planni ng standpoint, we, as a naster
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pl anni ng body for the County of Los Angeles, the two of you,
as a mcrocosmof that as a planning body recomendi ng to us
from Castaic, those views are going to be taken into great
seriousness as individual property owners cone to you and
say, look, this doesn't make sense, and then you add your
support to that and say, yeah, we agree with him it doesn't
make sense. And then that recommendati on cones back, is
vetted by our staff, and then | ooking at how do we
acconmodat e.

So the real purpose -- and, again, | apol ogize for
going so long, but | wanted each of the governnental bodies,
el ected bodi es, those people representing many people, not
just their own interests, to have a little bit nore tinme up
front as a courtesy, which we normally do. And then allow
time for every individual who wants to speak, to speak.

As | said before, this is not going to be the only
hearing nor the only opportunity, and as long as this case
is still open and being processed, witten testinony can
continue to cone in. And we've been provided with piles and
piles and piles of witten testinony. And we don't want to
stop that because, again, everyone has to have their
opportunity to state and step forward. And even those that
don't step forward and state, their rights are still going
to be protected. And so that's a general sort of conment.

MR. PREACH. Ckay. | hope |I understand. | have 58
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nore seconds, 57.

MR MODUGNO. Go ahead.

MR. PREACH: And | want to make sure you understand
that the town council, as -- for exanple, in this Hasley
Canyon group, there was a petition. They canme to the town
council, and they asked our support. And after we heard al
the information that we acted on, had the public hearing, to
support that. So that's -- that's generated the first
letter.

And | want to tell you that we have sone nore
letters. W're still ongoing, working, and I wanted to nmake
sure that was okay.

Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very nuch.

M5. HAM LTON: W have 50 people wishing to testify. |
think 1"l call the first three.

MR. BELLAMY: Yes, please.

M5. HAM LTON: Ral ph Joyce G unauer, Gr-u-n-a-u-e-r.
Ral ph Joyce G unauer, Denise Jens, and Karl Reckner --

Rei necker .

MR. GRUNAUER: Good evening, gentlenen. M/ nane is
Ral ph G unauer.

MR. BELLAMY: We can't hear you.

MR. CRUNAUER: My nane is Ral ph Grunauer, and |I'm --

amthe owner of approxinmately 38 acres in Section 35.
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M5. HAM LTON: Does that conme off? Can he -- take it
of f, Susie.

MR. GRUNAUER: Sorry. M nanme is Ral ph Gunauer. | am
t he owner of approximately 38 acres in Section 35, in the
vicinity of Vasquez Canyon Road and Burton Way. This |and

consists of two simlar adjoining parcels. The first

parcel --
M5. CRUNAUER: Is it all right if | read?
MR BELLAMY: Yes. It's fine,.
M5. GRUNAUER: It's not on?
MR. BELLAMY: G ve your -- just give your nane.

M5. GRUNAUER  Joyce Grunauer. These are parcels
2813017003 and 002. The first parcel is 20 acres. The
second one is 17 and a half. W have access to both parcels
by paved road from Vasquez Canyon through Burton Way to
Sunrise H Il Road, which ends at a cul -de-sac adjoining the
property.

The one property, the 20-acre parcel, is one unit
per two acres, and the second parcel is one acre per ten --
one unit per ten acres, giving the 17 and a half acre parcel
only one unit. The 17 and a half acre parcel, 002, is the
nort hernnost end of the property in a small, self-contained
valley with flat and and gentle, sloping ridges with areas
of good topography that vary only a few feet. This would

require mniml grading to achi eve desirable hone sites.
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1 The cost woul d becone prohibitive to devel op only one unit
2 on the entire 17 and a half acre parcel.

3 |"d like you to reconsider and allow the sane

4 units as parcel 003 so that this parcel can be devel oped to

5 its full potential. They would be devel oped together as one

6 parcel, 37 and a half acres. Half of it is zoned

7 differently than the other half, but it's one parcel.

8 MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

9 M5. JENS: Good eveni ng, Comm ssioners and Regi onal

10 Pl anning Staff. Thank you for allowing ne to speak this

11 evening. M nane is Denise Jens, and | ama resident in the

12 Santa Clarita Valley. But I'mnot here to speak on ny own
13 behalf. | also -- |I'm speaking on behalf of the Property
14 Owmers Water System That is the water conpany for Forest

15 Park. W're in the northeast section of Canyon Country.

16 And the Property Omer Water System was devel oped
17 in-- it was rebuilt in 1995 and gone live in 1998. It
18 supports 50 units, and the region that is -- or the Ceneral
19 Plan has -- has decided that it wants to rezone as high

20 residential 18 and 30 in that area. The water conpany
21 cannot support that many units, and so | wanted to -- to

22 bring this to you to say that we oppose this and hope that

23 | you would consider -- reconsider to | eave the zoning as it
24 is in that area.
25 We run right along the greenbelt of just bel ow
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1 Vasquez Canyon, and it is a -- it's a very beautiful area,

2 and we have a strong sense of conmunity there. And it would

3] just -- it would really take away fromthe quality of life
4 in our area to devel op such high density.
5 Anot her concern we have would be traffic. W --

6| we are kind of outside of town, so we have a bus that cones
7 up there, you know, a fewtinmes a day. But it really

8| would -- to develop that high of density would increase

9 traffic i Mmensely in our area.

10 And one final thing is the water runoff. W

11 are -- the runoff from Vasquez Canyon and Si erra H ghway
12 Canyon cones right through our nei ghborhood. And what is
13 proposed in the plan are high density 30 right next to that
14 heavy runoff wash of Mnt Canyon. So it just doesn't make
15 sense to do what has been proposed, and we ask that you

16 | would consider to keep things as -- as they are. |

17 appreciate your tinme. Thank you.

18 MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very nuch.
19 MR. REI NECKER. Good evening. M nane is Kar
20 Rei necker. | live at 25643 Tapia Canyon Road, here in

21 Castaic. M formal comments have been submitted to

22 Supervi sor Antonovich in two |letters, one dated February 17,

23 2009, and the other one on April 28, 2009. Both of ny

24 letters contain ny references and attachnents. | have a set

25 of that here for the conmssion if I"'mpermtted to give it
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to you for reference.

But tonight I'd like to talk about three concerns
| have, perhaps four, about this plan. And ny first concern
is that this revision is based upon flawed science. Both of
t he gentl enen that spoke earlier tal ked about the -- the
| aws that have been passed with respect to climate change
and things like that. Well, | submt that climte change is
happeni ng, but it's not caused by CO2 em ssions. And |'m
not going to debate that tonight, but you -- | would like to
gi ve an exanple of Senate Bill 375, which is one of those
that is referenced.

That was driven by out of control
environnmental i sts through our Congress here in |egislation
California. Its stated intent is to limt urban spraw, to
m ni m ze dependency on autonobiles for transportation, and
force people into inner-city housing. |'m anmazed that
anybody woul d want us to back into the inner-city. It seens
t hat our planners have forgotten that in the 1930s we noved
out of inner-cities to get away fromall of the problens
that we had. Now they want us to go back. That's a
difficult situation. And all of this is done to reduce CO2
em Ssi ons.

Now, for the nonent, 1'd like to go back, and |
t hi nk that probably everybody in this roomis well aware of

the fact that 15,000 years ago North America was in an |lce
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Age. The ice over Canada was two miles thick. It extended
all the way down into what is now the state of Nebraska, and
then it started to warm There was no nmanki nd here. People
didn't cause that. That is true climte change that is
caused by natural conditions. And with few exceptions, it
is continuing to warm since that period 15,000 years ago.
|"mnot saying that's good. |'mnot saying -- but
we don't want to try to correct it for the fal se reasons.
In fact, about 1000 years ago, the average tenperature is
one and a half degrees centigrade nore than it is now and
Greenl and was green. That's why they called it green. And
so it shows you how -- what an inpact climte change has,
and you can't change it for the wong reasons.

Also, it then started to cool. And by the md
1800s, we had an Ice Age, and they had crop failure in
Europe. Again, it was only one and a half degrees
centigrade bel ow the average. So it's a very serious thing,
but we can't change it by limting carbon dioxide. |If you
would like to | ook --

MR. BELLAMY: Can you sumup, sir. | said can you sum
up, pl ease.

MR. REINECKER: |'m sorry.

MR BELLAMY: Can you sum up

MR. REI NECKER:  Sum up?

MR BELLAMY: Yeah.
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MR. REINECKER: Ckay. | would like to sumup by
t al ki ng about rezoning very briefly.

MR BELLAMY: Pardon ne.

MR. REINECKER |'ve already checked, and if you rezone
our lands to | esser value, |I've checked with the Pacific
Legal Foundation, and we are entitled to just conpensation.
At ny age, | need the noney. So if you want to rezone m ne,
fine. 1'll have ny hand out and ask to be paid, but | don't
think that's the best interests of Los Angeles. So thank
you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very much

M5. HAM LTON: Chris Ball, Kenneth Baungarten --

Kennet h Baungartner, and Janmes Crosby. Chris Ball.

MR BALL: I'd like to stand, if I may, so | could also
address ny neighbors. MW nane is Chris Ball. 1'min the
Rotary C ub, Chanber of Commerce. | sit on the Citizens

Oversight Conmttee for both of the Hart District bond
nmeasures, including the $300 million Castaic Hi gh School
bond neasure that was just passed.

| own 25 acres on the east side of town. | have
had the dickens of a time trying to get entitlenents through
Regi onal Planning. | have two points to nake.

One, the staff and the adm nistrators in the
Depart ment of Regional Planning have unlimted discretionary

authority. You call themup, they don't have to answer the

Hunti ngton Court Reporters & Transcription, Inc. (626) 792-6777

43




CASTAI C SPORTS COWPLEX Cctober 5, 2009

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

phone. You wite thema letter, they don't have to answer
it. You ask for a neeting, they don't have to attend. You
subnmit plans for their review, they don't have to | ook at
it.

My property is in the Hillside Managenent area.
have eight recorded lots, density of three acres per hone
per lot. The grading is done, and Regi onal Planning says |
need a conditional use permt before they'Il let ne build a
house.

There are exceptions in the Hillside Managenent
ordi nance. For exanple, |'ve got eight buil dable areas that
are less than 25 percent slope. The grading is done. The
|lots are recorded. M grading was done after the |lots were
recorded. | feel |'ve got exceptions, as witten into the
Hi || si de Managenent ordinance, that I'mentitled to. They
tell me -- arbitrarily, they decide that I'"mnot entitled to
them How do | appeal that?

What |'mtold is -- by the deputy supervisors and
by Regional Planning -- is the only way | can cone before
you to appeal their arbitrary decisions is to, guess what,
file for a conditional use permit. Everybody |'ve talked to
says that's a three-year process and they've spent $50, 000
in consulting fees.

My grading is done. 1've got a road going all the

way to the top. | want three-acre density per house. Right
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next to me you guys approved ten hones per acre. Ten hones
per acre. The water for those houses conmes from400 mles
away. On its way it picks up chlorides, and when these
people flush their toilets -- the 100 hones that you put
right next to ne -- it goes across town to the sewer
treatnment plant, where the taxpayers of this community are
bei ng asked to pay $250 mllion to get the chlorides out
before that water goes on down to avocado | and.
|"ve got nmy own wells, my own private on-site
septic systens on three-acre density, but because Regi onal
Pl anning says that's rural and this is urban, they got --
they're planning on 18 units per acre over here, 30 units
per acre over here, conmercial property here, Sierra
H ghway's right there, 100 hones, ten units per acre, right
next to me, but I'm RL5, one house for five acres.
My grading's done. M lots are approved.

cannot go before you to get a fair hearing on what Regi onal
Planning is doing to ne unless | submt, submt, submt to
the arbitrary, discretionary, unlimted requirenents --
authority expressed by the -- by the planners in Regional
Pl anni ng.

MR. BELLAMY: Can you wap up, please, sir.

MR. BALL: |'m done.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very nuch.

M5. HAM LTON: Jason Broom Jason Broom Donal d
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Greenwood. Janes Perry. Rosie Heffley. And Cheryl
Hawki ns.

MR. PERRY: All right. MW nane's Janmes Perry. | don't
own a lot of land Iike a |ot of the people, but | did cone
to Castaic for a small parcel of horse property. You want
to rezone it to residential. |'mnot a wealthy person.
don't see why they can cone in and rezone ny |land and to
dictate to nme in an area of town where we're in Od Castaic
of horse property and say we have to be residential.

| don't have a ot to say, but this is something I
t hi nk should be reconsidered. That's all | have to say.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

M5. HAWKINS: Yes, hello. Thank you, gentlenen, for
taking the tinme to conme out here this evening to listen to
all of us. MW nane is Cheryl Hawkins, and | |ive at 23001
Ri verview Road in Santa Clarita, in the San Francisquito
Canyon. | own a small five-acre ranch

And when the residents of San Franci squito Canyon
opposed this -- 1'"'mgoing to be tal ki ng about a devel opnment
that's on the -- on the outskirts of Santa Clarita -- or
excuse ne, San Francisquito Canyon.

When the residents of San Franci squito Canyon
opposed the nassive devel opnent of Tesoro De Valle, many
pl anned phases in the md-to-late 1990s, the Los Angel es

County Board of Supervisors, after many neetings and
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testinmonies fromresidents and the devel oper alike, they
approved the zoning for each of their four phases, allow ng
for a higher density in each phase -- in Phase A, phasing
down t hrough Phase B and C and D, with each phase increasing
the lot sizes comng up the canyon. Phase C s were approved
froma mnimum of one acre to a maxi numof 5.2 acres, and
that -- that Phase Cis right up against the national

forest, which is at the upper end of the canyon.

At that time, super M ke Antonovich was
instrunmental on the decision by the board to phase the | ot
sizes to increase comng up the canyon with the intent of
mai ntaining the integrity of the canyon, rural lifestyle,
and surrounding hills. Wth the approval of our CSD s for
San Francisquito Canyon just in this last nonth, protecting
the canyon and its environnent, and with the same intent of
mai ntai ning a rural atnosphere for years to conme, this sane
area's zoning on the hillside surroundi ng San Franci squito
Canyon should remain as it was intended by the approval of
t he Board of Supervisors in 1999.

There was a reason the zoning was applied by the
supervisors at that time and that condition still remains
today. This is a rural comunity, which includes our hills
that Tesoro has their devel opnment proposed for, zoned at A2
and should remain rural, and it should remain at A2. Thank

you.

Hunti ngton Court Reporters & Transcription, Inc. (626) 792-6777

47




CASTAI C SPORTS COWPLEX Cctober 5, 2009

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very rmuch

Two nore nanes.

M5. HEFFLEY: Good eveni ng, everyone. Thank you very
much for allowing ne to speak. | don't have nuch to say.
|"mvery small property owner, ny husband, Frank, and
nmyself -- nmy name is Rosie Heffley. And we live at 7520
Escondi do Canyon Road in the unincorporated conmunity of
Agua Dul ce.

And all | wanted to say is that I want to thank
the L. A County Pl anning Conm ssion and the Santa Clarita
comi ssi oners and everyone here, and | do approve of the
OvVOV. M husband and | both approve of this, and we are
very happy that this is happening. Thank you.

And | want to thank al so M. Adans, because | was
able to get in touch with himthe first time |I tried. The
phone systemwas great. | had no problens. He spent maybe
15, 20 mnutes with ne and -- on the phone -- and it was
very clear what the changes were to our property. Thank you
very rmuch and have a ni ce eveni ng.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

M5. HAMLTON: M I o Brown. Mise Mnasebian --
Monasebi an. Woul d each of you pl ease renenber to give your
name and address.

MR. BROMN: Yeah, ny nane's MIlo Brown. 1've lived in

this coomunity for 33 years. W have a snall parcel up on
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Sierra H ghway, and the parcel nunber is 3214020046. And it
is rated at C3, and the paper says that they are going to
change it to Al-2. And we have an existing nursery
operating on it now. If they change that fromCto
agricultural or whatever the Al-2 is, then that would
probably put us out of business, and | don't quite think
that that's right that that could happen

|"ve been there 33 years. Lot of changes goi ng on
here. And would appreciate it take in consideration. As to
all the other commercial property owners, sonme of themare
not here. There is a bunch of themup by ne that probably
wi sh they were here, so they have ML and C3 and C4 and
stuff. But |I don't know why they didn't make it, but it's
very critical. Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

MR. MONASEBI AN:  Good evening. M nanme is Mise
Monasebi an. M address is 2804 Main Street in city of Santa
Moni ca, California 90405. | recently received a notice of
conpletion and availability of DEIR for the One Valley One
Vi sion Pl an.

"' mthe owner of approximtely 145 acres of vacant
and in Canyon Country in Los Angeles County, |ocated at
Si erra H ghway and Baker Canyon. | purchased this property
based on the fact that the property was zoned for a maxi mum

of 95 hones. There is an existing and active tentative nmap
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nunber, 47574, on this property, calling for approximtely
75 hones.

The new One Valley One Vision Plan is down-zoni ng
my property to only 29 hones. This is a great financial
| oss to the value of ny property. | would appreciate it if
Pl anni ng Conmm ssion can reeval uate One Valley One Vision
Plan and return ny property to its original density.

After discussing the new plan wth the staff at
Regi onal Pl anning, my engi neers, Secant Engi neering, has
al so submtted a secondary plan to the staff and for your
consi deration regardi ng possi bl e change of use from
residential to commercial 10 which is described as Ofice
Pr of essi onal by the new General Pl an.

The reason for ny requests are the foll ow ng:

My property abuts land that will be designated
industrial in the new General Plan. There is a high school
pl anned on 250 acres across the street fromny property.
This northeast area of Canyon Country is sparsely popul at ed,
and the nearest housing tract is about one-half mle away,
and still ny property is near major highways and freeways.
My property is approximately 50 acres of flat land that w |
require very little grading and is not in any flood zone or
environnental ly sensitive area, and |'mw lling to keep the
remai nder of my |and as open space.

| have two access points to Sierra H ghway, and
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comercial and industrial developnment in this area can
easily pay for the nost infrastructures that are called for
in the One Valley One Vision Plan for Sierra Hi ghway,
resulting in substantial savings to the Los Angel es County
and the taxpayers.
And finally, the fact that there are severa
t housand homes approved or is in the process of being
approved within one to three mles of ny property tells ne
that we do not need nore housing, but we need nore
comercial and industrial devel opnment such as well - pl anned
of fice parks and technol ogy centers to bring in nore
busi ness and create nore jobs and tax revenues for the Los
Angel es County.
| hope the Pl anning Conm ssion can see the sane

vision | have for this corner of Canyon Country in Santa
Clarita Valley area and take this opportunity to create an
i ndustrial and commercial hub that will benefit this
community for many years to cone.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

MR. MONASABI AN:  Thank you.

M5. HAM LTON: Richard Robb, Lynne Pl anmbeck, M ke
Thonpson.

M5. PLAMBECK: M nane's Lynne Planbeck. |'m here

representing Santa Clarita Organi zation for Planning and the

Environment. And we, like the Castaic Town Council, haven't
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had time to really get into the particulars of the plan, and
so we would like to start by asking that you extend the
comment period past the Novenber 2nd date. W, too, intend
to divide up the different areas of the plan -- with the
SCAG projection, which really never cane to pass.

And when you base it on this massive projection of
popul ati on increase that doesn't happen, you build
infrastructure that's not needed. It's very expensive to
the taxpayers. And | don't know what the law is, whether
you are required to base it on the SCAG popul ation figure,
but | believe the '93 projection was that we were going to
reach 270,000 by 2000. We're not there yet.

So you can see that it's substantially overstat ed.
And based on the current econony, it seens that 500, 000 or
plus -- | think it's 540 or sonmething |like that -- would be
substantially overstatenent, and there may be significant
i ssues in supplying water for that anount of people and for
providing for good air quality for people to even breathe
shoul d you put that many people in the vall ey.

We woul d |like to request nore hearings in other
sections of the valley. W understood this was going to be
the only hearing, and | hope that it isn't because it's
difficult for folks on the east side to get over to Castaic
at this tinme in the evening, just as it was probably

difficult for all of you to get here.
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W were concerned with the fact that you're -- the
way it looks |like you' re doing the floodplains, although it
may be an easier way -- | guess we just didn't quite
understand it. It looks like there's no -- like you're
giving a designation for floodplains, but you' re not really
going to do any protection for floodplains, and we request
that you try to do that.

The earlier area-wide plan really had a good
description of groundwater recharge areas in it and | ooked
at how those areas could be protected. Protecting
groundwat er recharge is going to be just absolutely
necessary if we're going to supply -- have a water supply
for this valley.

Last, | would just like to say that in the '93
pl an, there was sort of a feeding frenzy at the Board of
Supervisors where a | ot of devel opers canme in at the |ast
m nute and said, "W want an increase here, and we want an
increase there." And | hope that isn't going to happen
again. |It's not a technically legal process for an EIR and
it was a very poor process for the way the plan was handl ed
as a whol e.

And | would like to reiterate the concerns over
havi ng gone through | ong processes to approve Specific Plans
and then having themchange in a bulk manner in this

process. | don't think that's a way to | ook at Specific
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Pl ans. Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

Can we get -- can we get two nore nanes.

M5. HAM LTON: Sadiq Ghias. Henry Urick.

MR BELLAMY: Yes, sir.

MR. THOWPSEN: Good evening, |adies and gentlenen. M
name's M ke Thonpsen, and | reside at 29546 Sand Canyon Road
in Canyon Country, on the east end of the valley. And
currently our property is A2-1 and you want to change it to
RL5, and | would Iike the consideration of RL2. | have
nei ghbors right next to me, both that already sit on
two-acre parcels. W have nine acres.

| " m nei ghbor of Chris Ball. | think he should be
gi ven the chance to have three-acre parcel. An RL2 would do
that. The tract that he was speaking of is just across the
street fromnme. | also have Stetson Ranch that's right
behind nyself. [|'ve got Fire Departnent 132 that's our
nei ghbor, Canyon Collection. Qur proximty to the freeway
is 60 seconds. COC -- the new COC is just over the ridge
from us.

And | think restricting us to an RL5 is
restrictive. | would Iike the consideration, please, of an
RL2. Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

Yes, sir.
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MR. GH AS: Good evening. M nane is Sadiq Ghias.

MR. BELLAMY: O oser.

MR. GH AS: Good evening. M nane is Sadiq Ghias. |I'm
t he owner of the Canpground of Anerica, and the nane is
Acton Los Angeles, located at 7601 Sol edad Canyon Road in
the city of Acton.

The canpground has an existing CUP, and my concern
is that once this CUP expires I'd like to request that the
CUP be renewed when the conditions are nmet. The second
thing that 1'd like to state is that any tine a raw pi ece of
land is purchased, all you have to | ook or go by is the
zoning on that particular piece of property, and one is
payi ng the price based on that zoning.

If, in the -- after the purchase has been made,
several years down, if soneone changes the zoning, then
effectively, what one did is made that |and worthl ess,
because reducing fromseveral units to just few units, the
l and has |ost its econom c val ue.

So | suggest to all the distinguished nenbers to
pl ease reconsider this One Valley One Vision because it
appears to nme that the people who will be sacrificing the
nost are the existing | andowners who happen to be closer to
the areas where this vision is going to take place.

| thank you much. Bye- bye.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.
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MR URICH |'d like to thank the conm ssioners for
comng to Castaic. Thank you very much for comng this
evening. Sloan Canyon Road is in OVOV currently --

M5. HAM LTON:  Your name, sir?

MR URICH -- being downgraded. It's proposed to be
downgraded froma secondary highway to a street. And that's
going to severely inpact the ability to pave that section
above Quail Valley Road, and these are the reasons why.

The B&T funds are proposed to go from $3000 per
lot to $17,300 per lot. That will be the highest rate in
the county. But if you downgrade Sl oan Canyon Road, it wll
not be eligible for an offset of those fees. The current
nunber of lots that are approved either have a map or a
tentative map, it's in excess of 150 lots, and that would be
an inpact of over $3 million that would not be able to be
offset to inprove and pave Sl oan Canyon Road.

Sl oan Canyon Road, by the way, it's needed to be
paved for fire safety, and also a future elenentary schoo
is proposed on this uninproved section. So for the sake of
fire safety and being able to pave a road to a proposed
future el enentary school, we just ask that you do not
downgr ade Sl oan Canyon from a secondary hi ghway. Just keep
it the way it is presently.

Thank you very nuch for your consideration

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.
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M5. HAM LTON:  Vernon Sprankle, Judy Reinsma, and All an
Caner on.

MR. SPRANKLE: Is it on? Hi, nmy nane is Vernon
Sprankl e, and | amrepresenting the Sprankle Gabroud Jesser
Hockenberry property. W have 120 acres up at the end of
Sl oan Canyon Road. My great grandnother and grandfat her
honmest eaded this property over 85 years ago, and we are --
it has dw ndl ed down to a whol e bunch of people now.

But with the OVOV plan they have taken -- they have taken
our -- our particular property at RL5, which is five -- five
acres per -- one house per five acres, and it was one house
per two acres. All around us is one house per two. The
north side of ne is one house per one, RL1, according to the
new map, and we just think this is totally unfair.

| personally amon the deed of 80 acres of this
land, and this -- it's in escrow as we speak, but | don't
think it's going to stay in escrowif it goes one per five.
So we would |ike you to reconsider as far as that area.

Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

M5. REINSMA:  Good evening, gentlenen, and thank you
for having us here in Castaic. M nane's Judy Rei nsna.
live at 29750 San Francisquito Canyon Road. This is where
we just were granted a Community Standards District for our

rural ranch community, which we are very pleased to have
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gott en.

| medi ately to the west of the canyon is the
Tesoro del Valle developnent. In 1999 |ocal residents in
the Santa Clarita Valley were successful in getting the
density of this huge tract reduced so that clustered and
smal | |l ot dwellings would not march from Copper H Il all the
way up to the national forest.

The present approved plan for the unbuilt area of
Tesoro del Valle, called Area C, covers 668.7 acres. This
can be seen on the One Valley One Vision map as a yell ow
area extendi ng north between the San Franci squito Canyon and
Castaic area Community Standard Districts. This area, which
is zoned A2, has been approved for 115 dwelling units, with
| ot sizes ranging froma mninmumof 1 acre to a maxi mum of
5.2 acres.

If this property is designated H2, as shown in One
Val l ey One Vision, then the honmes all owed under the two
dwel ling units per gross acre paraneters will be 1337. This
woul d grant the devel oper the opportunity to build an
addi tional 1222 dwelling units beyond the nunber all owed
when this devel opnent was approved. This is wong.

| would respectfully request that the H2 overl ay
for Tesoro del Valle be renoved, the current zoning and
dwel ling units allowed for this property remain as is, and

t hat any changes be done followi ng the standard procedures,
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i ncl udi ng professional review by Planning D vision, the
Pl anni ng Conm ssi on, and public hearings.
Thank you very much

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

MR. CAMERON. Good eveni ng, conm ssioners. M nane is
Al'l an Caneron. M address is 19425 Sol edad Canyon Road,
Santa Clarita, California 91351. And | would like to thank
all of you for taking the time and the trouble to cone to
the Santa Clarita Valley and to the Castaic area. | presune
that the ease with which you obtained your shots and got
your passports allowed you to nmake the journey w thout too
much difficulty. Again, thank you for having cone here this
evening to receive this very inportant public hearing.

And | would echo sonme of the earlier coments
about the fact that | hope this would be your opening sal vo
in ternms of an outreach effort to obtain the opinions and
sentinents of the people that your decisions will affect in
the northern Los Angel es County area.

| have a specific suggestion about the traffic
nodel i ng portion of the General Plan. It is extrenely
i mportant that the issue of a proposed second and third
access into northern Los Angel es County be eval uat ed.
|l magine, if you will, the San Fernando Valley if the only
nmeans to the area south of the San Fernando Valley were the

Cahuenga Pass. Imagine if the 210 did not exist, if all the
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surface streets |ike G enoaks Boul evard and San Fernando
Road did not exist. Imagine if Interstate 5 did not exist
and the San Di ego Freeway, 405, did not exist and all of the
two-1 ane roads that carry vol um nous amounts of traffic,

i ke Col dwat er Canyon, Benedi ct Canyon, Laurel Canyon,
Topanga Canyon, all did not exist.

I f you were to characterize that nightmarish
situation as | just did, you would be approxi mating the
ultimate fate of the Santa Clarita Valley if another neans
of access to the south is not postulated. So | strongly
urge the circulation element | ook into that and nodel it.

Now, a lot of ny friends concerned about
envi ronnmental issues say we cannot presume to continue to
use personal direct, point to point, rapid transportation,
i.e., the car. | would say that is a presunption based on
the idea that the car will continue to be an interna
combusti on engi ne- power ed vehi cl e.

| think our future planning needs to recognize
that the car with the internal conbustion engi ne as we know
it today nust cease to exist, and we nmust have
el ectric-powered vehicles or hydrogen fuel celled vehicles,
which will render the issue of air pollution and clinmate
change, hopefully, nmoot, particularly if the electricity
t hat powers those vehicles is generated with clean power,

i.e., wind and sol ar.
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So in conclusion of that portion of ny testinony,
pl ease nodel the issue of an additional means of major
access, at least one if not preferably two, in and out of
the Santa Clarita Valley to the south.

Next quick issue. The existing General Plan has a
mar vel ous i nfrastructure concurrency requirenment known for
short as the Devel opnment Monitoring System or the DVM5. In
a new Ceneral Plan, you have an option to perhaps abandon
that, but | strongly urge you to |look at the existing val ue
of the DM5 and not abandon it unless and until you can show
how anot her infrastructure concurrency mechani sm --

MR. BELLAMY: Can you wrap --

MR. CAMERON. -- would be able to replace it and --

MR. BELLAMY: -- can you wap up, sir, please.

MR. CAMERON. Yes, thank you. Two nore quick points,
and I will conclude. Please, if you would, generate an
overlay map so that online, as well as in neetings |ike
this, you can take the old zoning and General Plan
desi gnati on, have an overlay of the new proposed General
Pl an and zoni ng designation on top of it, so you can see
i mredi ately what the changes that are proposed are fromthe
old to the new

And then ny final coment is this. A stronger
safety elenent is absolutely called for in a conprehensive

new General Plan. The Castaic Damis one of at |east three
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maj or danms that is built to a maxi mum of a seven-poi nt event
on the Richter Scale, and we all know that the next |arge
event in Southern California will be way above seven points.

MR. BELLAMY: Ckay. Thank --

MR. CAMERON. | f that happens, we here woul d be under
several hundred feet of water.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very rmuch

MR. CAMERON:. So | appreciate your |listening to us.
Thank you.

M5. HAM LTON: lgor N kitine, TimGarrity, and D anne
Wohl | ebl en.

MR NKITINEE Hello. M nane is Nkitine, Igor. [|I'm
living on 7343 Sol edad Canyon. And | will just quickly --
can | address the public for a quick? Only here. Ckay.
Then 1'1l tell ny story.

We purchased the land. It's 12 acres. W tried
to do sone devel opnents and were al ways unsuccessful because
it goes in the circles that we cannot do this because the

County has construction of the bridge over the floodpl ain.

And it's not a small bridge. It's alnost |ike a Cal Trans
project, which costs mllions of dollars for the small
residents.

And it was going and going until, like, recently I

found there is another, farther up the canyon, properties.

The sane river, this sane fish protected by law. Everything
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is the sane, but it's boom ng. The people are grading. The
peopl e are receiving permts, and everything going on.

was wondering, |ike, why and what's wong? And it's only
beyond borders of your project everything is fine. No
bridge, no mllions to spend, everything is fine.

W were forced to sell 80 acres to national forest
because we couldn't do nothing with it. And many people
i ke here always cannot do nothing. They already put sone
noney. They have businesses. And you guys just forcing
themout, and | don't know if some people, like, really
trust you that you're doing all this in the public interest.
"' msorry.

That's nmy total opinion. And believe ne, | was
l[ived in Russia. | was born in Comunism | saw the
country go into the drain because of the governnent. Cbhama
doi ng the sane for the whole country, and you guys trying to
dish all the people in the local area. |I'msorry, but this
is -- that's where it goes. | understand you doi ng good
stuff. That's all ny enotions, and thank you so nuch.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very nuch.
M5. WOHLLEBEN. Good evening. Can you hear ne? Can

you hear me? No? Now? Now? Ckay. Testing. Okay.

My nanme's Dianne Wbl eben. And | live off of
Sierra H ghway and Fitch Avenue. |It's called Forest Park in
the old map -- in the Thomas Gui de map book. And you're
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consi dering changing, with your OVOV, an area right across
Sierra H ghway fromnme, which is -- and down the street --
to a H18, which is 9 to 18 dual occupancy.

We are all individual owners. There are no
apartnent buil dings in our neighborhood except for one that
got snuck in that's only two story with eight units. And
nobody knows. It's been there for along tine. So we don't
know how it got snuck in.

But that area is strictly industrial along Sierra
H ghway, and all residences -- they're all out here, all ny
nei ghbors -- and none of us want it to be changed to have,

i nstead of where | noved to fromSilver Lake in L. A, Canyon
Country, to Condo Country. You can keep it by the freeways.
We don't want to be like Van Nuys. W don't want graffiti
and congesti on.

W don't want that kind -- we |ive where there are
cows and horses. W're in the County of L.A for a reason
We don't live in Santa Clarita. W live in the county. W
have horses and cows. M neighbors, they walk with their
horses. W don't want condo | and.

Thank you very much

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.
M5. WOHLLEBEN:. Ch, and thank you. Thank -- thank you
also -- | have one last request. One |ast request about the

neeting. Thank you for comng out to hear us, A And B, |
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know t he supervisors nmeet in L.A at 9:00 o' clock and that's
your final hearing, on a workday. W're working people. W
can't cone to L.A on a workday. So if you could pl ease
schedule in final opportunities to speak again out here or
in Canyon Country, which is an area that you're talking
about -- not just Castaic -- we would truly, truly

appreci ate your effort.

Thank you.

M5. HAM LTON: Henry Schultz, Sherry Stolica --

Stol arik, and Robert Haring -- no, Robert Lonbardi, and
Li nda Hari ng.

M5. STOLARIK: Hello. Thank you for the opportunity to
address the proposed | and use designations. M nane is
Sherry Stolarik. | live at 25241 West Carson Wy, Stevenson
Ranch. | am a nenber of the San Francisquito Canyon
Preservation Association, the Santa Clarita Trails Advisory
Committee, and Equestrian Trails, Incorporated.

We wish to retain A2-2, or the equivalent of rural
| and 2, for phases B and C of Tesoro del Valle Tract No.
51644, conditional use permt approved in May 1999. This
CUP desi gnated the remai ni ng phases to remain as A2, mnnimum
two acre. This approval by the Board of Supervisors upheld
t hei r unani nous vote to preserve, pronote, enhance, and
expand the equestrian lifestyle. It should not be changed

in an effort to defeat the purpose of our long, hard fight
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to preserve the area for horses and a rural lifestyle.

Thi s proposed | and use change to H2 negates the
agricultural uses and denies |ivestock and horse-keepi ng.
The diffie Stone Trail will extend through these phases
along with two other trails designated by the Santa Carita
Trails Advisory Cormmittee as requested by Supervisor
Ant onovi ch.

W wish to request that the | and remain desi gnated
as A2 or its equivalent, not inpose restrictions to
agricultural uses, conformto the adjacent |and uses to the
east, west, and north currently zoned A2. This H2 |and
uses nonconform ng. Changing this will be inconsistent with
t he Tapi a Ranch project and the San Franci squito Canyon by
all owi ng a nuch higher density.

We al so wish to request that the extension of
McBean be deleted fromthe Master Plan of H ghways onto San
Franci squito Canyon Road. This canyon is rural with
designated community standards that retains nmany varied
equestrian uses and is hone to our California Rangers
program Munted Posse Reserve participants, Trai
Advocat es, and Equestrian Trails.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.
MR. SCHULTZ: Hello. M nanme is Henry Schultz, and |I'm

a resident of Santa Clarita. | really am pleased to be able
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to speak here. The idea of One Valley One Vision is a great
i dea, the County and the Gty and ot her agenci es working
together to get a good plan for the area.

What | really want to speak about is a problem
that we've had for years, even before we had the Cty, and
that has to do with density. All these projects,
devel opnents, changes of zoning, all increase density, and
density is the real problemout here in the valley. It
causes all the traffic problens that we have, which are only
getting worse. Soneone nentioned the traffic nodel. You
can see that things are going to go really bad here shortly.
Even with the HOV | ane, we're going to be in real trouble.

So what we need to do is reduce the density of
projects, if at all possible, and reduce the density or keep
the density the sanme in a |lot of areas that we have. A
prime exanple of this is Newhall Ranch project. The Newhal
Ranch project has -- it takes hillside densities and puts
theminto high residential, builds into the river, into the
fl oodpl ain. W've been doing that here even in the City of
Santa Clarita. So we're not -- we're not innocent.

But the big problem though, is to -- whatever you
do with the One Valley One Vision, that you keep the
densities frombeing increased. And the real problem here
is tax base. The County needs noney. The County is running

out of gas. As nore places get incorporated, there's |ess

Hunti ngton Court Reporters & Transcription, Inc. (626) 792-6777

67




CASTAI C SPORTS COWPLEX Cctober 5, 2009

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

and | ess space for the County to have direct incone. So |
hope that you don't take noney as the source of your
notivation for increasing density.
Thank you.
MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very rmuch
MR. LOVBARDI: Hello. M nane is Robert Lonmbardi. M
address, 29527 Bouquet Canyon Road. |'mhere with ny
sister. W own a piece of property, 140 acres, on Bouquet
Canyon Road, on both sides, at Vasquez Canyon Road.
At present the zoning is Al-2000, which is half
acre lots. The County wants to change it to Al-2, which is
one house per two acres. W have sone tracts approved

around us, and we're in the mddle of them And all we're

asking for is to have the density that they have. | believe
it's one acre per -- one house per acre.
| think we need to -- we're an island -- we'd be

an island in the mddle of the area, and it just won't work
right for us. M sister wants to say sonething al so.

M5. HARING | live at 29677 Bouquet Canyon Road, on
the corner of Vasquez and Bouquet Canyon. M concern is the
roads and the devel opnent that's planned i n Bouquet Canyon.
Bouquet Canyon Road is being planned as a secondary hi ghway,
which | understand is a four-lane road, extending from Plum
Canyon Road to the national forest boundary.

Vasquez Canyon, however, is being downgraded to a
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limted secondary hi ghway, which is -- remains a two-I|ane
hi ghway. Ri ght now, Vasquez Canyon Road is over-utilized
and doesn't provide -- is in terrible condition. There's
bunps and cracks and pothol es, and even though they're
pat ched frequently, it's just in very bad condition.

We have an additional problem besides the
residents that live in Bouguet Canyon, which is now still
rural north of Vasquez. And we have |ots of residents from
Pal ndal e and the Antel ope Valley that use Bouquet Canyon
Road to commute to the Santa Clarita Valley and al so the San
Fernando Valley. They al so use Vasquez Canyon.

There are plans in the Antel ope Valley, in Leona
Val l ey, and in Pal ndal e for increased devel opnment there.
Al of that traffic will flow fromthe Antel ope Valley
through the Santa Clarita Vall ey because nost people up
there are traveling down for jobs here and in the Los
Angel es area.

What we would like is to see that Vasquez Canyon
Road remains a secondary highway and is eventual |y planned
to be expanded to four lanes. Wth the additional
devel opnent that is surrounding our property, if that -- if

and when that is ever devel oped, that will put hundreds of

nore aut onobil es on those highways, and it -- we are already
i n danger now. \enever there's a fire or a flood -- we've
experienced all of it -- earthquake. W' ve been trapped in

Hunti ngton Court Reporters & Transcription, Inc. (626) 792-6777

69




CASTAI C SPORTS COWPLEX Cctober 5, 2009

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

t hat canyon nany ti nes.

So we do need to see that wth any plan, whether
it's rural or high density, you need to have adequate roads
for all people to get in and out of these canyons. It is a
uni que area with all these canyons, and you can see what has
happened with all the fires recently, wth people that |ive
in canyons. So | hope you'll take that into consideration,
and thank you for comng here and |istening to us.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

M5. HAM LTON: W/ Iliam Dudra, Sherry Paradi se, and Dean

Par adi se.
MR. DUDRA: Hi, ny nane is WlliamDudra. | live at
44508 Loneoak Avenue, Lancaster, California 93534. |[|'ve got

two parcels at Bouquet and Vasquez area there that we' ve
been going eight years now to get a grading permt. Finally
get it graded and set up, and now you guys tal k about
changi ng t he zoni ng.

We had to deal with Hillside Managenent to go
out -- out of the blue, they -- after the gradi ng goes
t hrough, then say, oh, now you're in Hillside Managenent.
Now you' ve got to neet this criteria. Now they want to
change it to where you can only put one house on it and --
after it's already been graded out.

| don't see how the County can go and try to

change the zoning after you've already started in your
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project the way it is now, that you could split it down if
you put the roads in. W put the roads in, and because we
haven't filed the lot split -- because that's going to take
forever to go fromfive acres to 2 two and a halfs, which
are all through the county two and a half acres are a
standard. Now they change it. GCh, we don't want to do | ess
than five acres.

| don't see howit benefits us to sit there and
| et you guys change it. |It's just |ike the open spaces with
Santa Clarita and the County. They've got all this |and,
and they've got their pieces, but they're not putting them
up for open spaces, considering the way they built up the
city or the way the County's been building up in the
heavi ly, densely popul ated areas.

And | think it's pretty nuch an arbitrary thing
that you guys are goi ng across because sone of these ones
you want to go and -- go fromtwo acres on a house to
putting 30 houses on two acres, and then the other ones you
want to say, okay, you've got five acres, you can only put
one, or you've got 20 acres, you can only put one.

And -- but the devel opers, whatever they want to
put, because it's closer in, we'll et you devel op
everything. They've got roads through Santa C arita where
they' ve built devel opnents on ridicul ously sl oped roads.

Goi ng up Shangri-La, it's got to be an 18 percent road they
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put in up a hillside that they just built all over.

Wiite's Canyon's got the sane thing. Al over
Canyon Country's got it where they went straight up on hills
with roads, but now that it's out on the rural area that we
are, that we wanted to be, that's why we bought there, they
want -- you guys want to zone us down, saying okay, you can
only go one house in the area.

| don't -- | don't see how, when you've fought for
all this time to get to this point, now we're going to
change your zoning, we want to nmake it this. | see no
benefit to it because when you guys start adding, there's
only a certain amount in Hillside Managenent we can do
anyways. W can't go down, even though the zoning says
20,000 square feet for a half acre on a five-acre parcel
they won't let you do it in Hllside Managenent anyways. So
to zone it down lower, | don't see it being beneficial to
us.

Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

M5. PARADISE: Hi, ny nane is Sherry Paradise. | live
at 29565 Baringer Road in Castaic. | noved here about ten
years ago and decided this would be a great place to enjoy a
rural environment but also incorporate sonme of the city
life.

Recently, in July, we received sone information
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that said, oh, the General Plan Land Conmittee is going to
change the zoning on our property. Now we would be
designated as an RL5. Now, when we purchased this |ane --
we're not wealthy people. W work very hard. As | keep
heari ng over and over in this room people have worked hard.
This mght be just ny little piece of the Anmerican Dream
that | said | want this land, and I now have the ability to
split this property and have a second parcel.

So we wote a letter, and we tal ked to many of our
nei ghbors. This wasn't just indul ging ourselves. W talked
to many of our nei ghbors, and we asked, "Wat do you think?
What woul d you |ike?" And they signed it. They signed a
petition. W sent it in. About tw weeks later, we
received a really nice little letter back saying,
"Absolutely not. W didn't hear your request."

| ask you, are you listening to us? Are you
hearing this roon? Because we asked you: Could you
reconsi der changing our zoning to RL2? Now, we received a
response back that stated no, there was a sl ope issue; no,
there was fire -- fire zone issues.

| want to chall enge you here to go back and | ook
because on that -- these parcels that you' ve said no to, do
you know many of these are already graded with a second pad?
The fire issue or the slope issue is already taken care of,

because we've hired civil engineers to |ook at this |and.
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It is not done in a vacuum

So we received a letter basically saying no on
August 12th. | would like you to go back and reconsi der
your deci sion on behalf of ourselves and all of the others
that have signed this petition. And those of you that
didn't have the opportunity to neet with us, we wel conme you
to sign the petition also.

Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

MR. PARADI SE: Thank you. My nane is Dean Paradise. |
live at 29565 Baringer Road. |I'ma civil engineer, and |'ve
been a civil engineer for over 25 years, working in the
county. Ten years ago ny wife and | bought sonme |and at the
end of Romero Canyon, and we built a house and we built a
separate pad that we use as a horse arena.

W intend to subdivide in the future and build two
parcel s of over two acres each. That's over 86,000 square
feet per lot. This area has been designated as RL5 by the
County planners. W believe this is a m stake, and we've
been told that it's not feasible for the RL2 | and use.

Al t hough we currently have a 10, 000 square foot
certified pad on our property, properties to the north, the
south, the east, and the west of us are designhated as RL2.
Only us, in the mddle, have as an island of an RL5. So I'd

ask you that you please have this revised and join ne and
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the town council in changing that to the RL2, which is in
conformance with the comunity standards that the town
counci | approved three years ago.
| also want to speak to you quickly about the
secondary access into Castaic. Ask any resident here what
it's like to get honme into Castaic when the 5 Freeway is
shut down due to a fire or snow or a traffic accident. GCood
pl anni ng mandates a secondary access into Castaic. And |
believe the logical l|ocation for that is through the Tesoro
devel opnent .
Thank you very much
MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.
M5. HAM LTON: d enda Bona, Gary Shaw, Phillip Scorza.
M5. BONA: Hi, |I'mdenda Bona, 23681 Wiite Oak Court
in Newhall. And I'mhere tonight representing the Cal grove
Corridor Coalition.
Let nme tell you a little bit about our group to
start out with. W forned originally in opposition to a
ridicul ously dense project proposal that was going to be
built on a 100-year floodplain that was just east of the I-5
at Cal grove.
Wil e our group actually represents several
hundred househol ds, CCC itself has a diverse core group, and
we are committed as a core group and as a big group to

sol ving probl ens through cooperation, not confrontation.
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W're not antigrowh, but we are interested in intelligent
pl anni ng.

Qur group has had trenendous success working with
the Gty of Santa Clarita. W're really happy to report
that the proposal to develop the Sniser property was sent
back to the devel opers as unacceptable. W' ve al so worked
with the Gty on zoning changes in regards to One Valley One
Vision. The City incorporated |lots of our suggestions, and
actually sonme of our words, into the proposed docunment. W
woul d I'i ke to have that sane kind of relationship with the
County.

There's a nunber of proposed devel opnents ri ght
now that are on the County side of the Interstate 5 Freeway,
and sonme of themare quite |large. These devel opnents wl|
have a huge inpact on our nei ghborhood and on our quality of
life.

Let nme share with you briefly some of our key
concerns. We're concerned about traffic circulation. What
will increased density do to the circulation, both on the
| -5 Freeway and al so in the surroundi ng nei ghborhoods? What
ki nd of height requirenents are you | ooking at for these
proj ects?

We're concerned that there is adequate parkl and.

Ri ght now that's not the case. WII| you be interfacing

with Cal Trans during the tinme that they are doing the I-5
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Corridor expansion? Are you considering the ram fications
of that freeway expansion to the surroundi ng nei ghborhoods
as you consider future projects?

Wth the addition of four new | anes on the I1-5 and
an increase in traffic due to the new devel opnents, we're
al so especially worried about air pollution. W're also
concerned about adequate water supplies and concerned about
buil d-out in general.

CCC represents nei ghborhoods near the Cal grove
area who care about the quality of life in the Santa Clarita
Val | ey, and we have an offer to extend to you. W would
like to work with you in the sanme reasonabl e and
prof essi onal manner that we work with the City of Santa
Clarita so that we can find devel opnents that are going to
enhance our conmunity.

Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very much

MR SHAW Hi, nmy nane is Gary Shaw, and | live on
Fitch Avenue in Forest Park area. And | have to tell you
between ny hearing |l oss and the echo that's devel oped in
this room it's alnost inpossible to really hear clearly
what is going on. But | hope | can be heard.

| have to admit that I'min a fog when it cones to
what specifically is going to be happening in our particul ar

area on Fitch Avenue in Forest Park. | ' ve heard that
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eventually our street is going to be made into sone kind of
a four-lane highway. | don't know if that's true or not.
And that would cut right into our already small front yard
property that we have, and we'd like it to remain the rural,
country-type living that -- the very purpose for which we
canme to live there and wouldn't |ike that to be changed.

And concerning the possibility of our house being
taken away or perhaps bought by pennies on the dollar by
em nent domain, | ask you to put yourselves in our place for
a nonent. We live in our dream house. W never otherw se
could afford a house except for the fact that nmy nom di ed
sone years ago, and it presented the opportunity for us to
have enough noney to buy a small house -- just about a
1000-square foot house -- there in Forest Park.

If we had to nove fromour house by it being taken
away or it being bought very inexpensively and so that we
woul dn't have enough noney, we couldn't get another place.
W woul dn't have another house to live. It would nake it
very difficult for us. | believe many of our nei ghbors are
in the sane position I'min. Know ng many of them we have
sonme el derly neighbors, we have sone nei ghbors who are just
barely making it. And if our houses were bought pennies on
the dollar, we'd be out.

What you call progress, I'd |ike to ask, at whose

expense? And if ruining lives is part of what you cal

Hunti ngton Court Reporters & Transcription, Inc. (626) 792-6777

78




CASTAI C SPORTS COWPLEX Cctober 5, 2009

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

progress, | believe that no one with a good consci ence
should be for it. W'd like to keep our house the way it
is. Thank you very nuch

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very nuch.

M5. HAM LTON: Neil Nadler, Joel Brandon, and Patricia
Howel | .

MR. NADLER: Good evening. M nane is Neil Nadler, and
my address is 1250 La Venta Drive, Wstlake Vill age,
California 91361. | own approximtely 180 acres that lies
bet ween the freeway where it splits up the G apevine, up --
up Highway 5. And | do want to acknow edge the County Staff
and the Castaic Town Council and Supervisor Antonovich's
office. I'mnot here to conplain about the future zoning of
ny property. Frankly, | believe we're all in concert, which
is changing the property that is currently zoned A2-2 and
A2-10 to light industrial.

One -- one thing that | believe is that the County
j obs-housi ng bal ance and the specific Santa Clarita area, it
does need a greater bal ance between the two. And ny
property, along with other properties, wll help further
that along. So | amin support of it.

The one question that | do have, and that m ght be
a question that could be asked of Mtch -- and I don't think
it necessarily needs to be tonight -- is that one of themis

zoned ML, light industrial, but on the other one,
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approximately 120 acres of the property is -- got a
designation of Transportation Corridor and that's the only
property. Mtch, can you clarify that or do you want to
talk about it later? Ckay.

So anyway, |'min support of it. [It's been
ongoing for the last 15 years that |'ve owned the property,
and it'Il -- 1 think it'll really help out the area as well
and eventually provide |local jobs for |ocal people who live
here.

And one other thing, | would like to nake a
statenent, is that there are Coormunity Standard Districts
out here in Castaic. And a |lot of people who live in Hasley

Canyon and ot her canyons are being trenendously affected by

the, if you will, down-zoning of their properties from--
fromA2 to RL5. And | do object to that. | think that --
that it's kind of spot zoning, if you will. And | think

that you guys need to take a nore serious | ook at that one
i ssue.
Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

M5. HONELL: Hello. M nane is Patricia Howell. |
live at 30701 Sl oan Canyon Road in Castaic, California.
|"ve lived there 25 years. W own three parcels. W own
one up in Hasley, ten acres, and we own two parcels in

Sl oan, an eight acre and a five acre. And the zoning change
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woul d affect our retirenent.

W really want to split the property and sell it
and retire. So | would be opposed to the RL5 designation.
| would ideally like the A2-2 zoning to stay in affect. But
if you do decide to change the zonings up there, | would
accept the RL2. That would be acceptable if we could still

have heavy agricul ture.

And also, I'd like to ask, if you do have plans to
downgrade Sl oan Canyon north of Hillcrest, | would be in
support of that. It is a private road. W privately

maintain it. W dedicated it to the County in 1984. They
never accepted the dedication or took possession of it, so
we've naintained it for the past 25 years. Right now people
drive up and down it, 60 mles an hour. W have to repave
it. W have to regrade it. And ideally we'd like to gate
it and keep it conpletely private.

And that's it for me. Thank you for your tine.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very nuch.

MR. BRANDON:. My nanme is Joel Brandon. | live at 26520
Tapi a Canyon Road, in behind the sheriff's honor farm And
| have ten acres of ground, and | don't have any problem at
all as far as any zoning is concerned.

| would wish to say one thing, that the -- it's ny
observation here this evening that there cannot be a

regul ati on of any ki nd made because of the extreme adversity
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of the people who live in the area. It would be al npst
i npossi ble to nmake one that was reasonabl e that woul d work.

The other thing that | would say is that the
federal government has followed regul ations, and they're
trillions of dollars in debt. The State of California has
foll owed many regul ations, are $26 billion in debt. The
County of Los Angeles and the Gty of Los Angeles, in a
simlar condition.

Therefore, it has becone obvious to ne that
regul ati ons of any kind has virtually destroyed our country.
Therefore, | would advocate and heavily stress to nmake no
new regul ati ons of any kind and make the -- a commttee,
that has a real cognitive ability to reason as a comm ttee,
to settle each individual case as it cones about rather than
maki ng a bl anket deal of the entire area.

Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

M5. HAM LTON: Kevin Coon, Janette Gabellieri, Kar
Mal |i ck.

M5. GABELLIERI: Hello. | ama property owner on Sl oan
Canyon Road in Castaic, 30730 Sl oan Canyon Road. M nane is
Janette Gabellieri. | live at 28755 G eenwood Pl ace.

The Castaic community spent several years working
with the County to create a CSD for our community. | amin

favor of downgradi ng Sl oan Canyon Road to a snaller street
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to keep it nmore rural. And all of Hasley Canyon, including
Sl oan Canyon and Ronero Canyon, are designated as rural
residential with A2-2 zoning and H || si de Managenent. The
exi sting CSD and the existing permtted uses for A2 | and do
not include the comrercial uses that are listed in the new
RL2 desi gnati on.

The One Valley One Vision docunent states, on Page
3.1 through 17, that the new RL2 designation is supportive
of conmerci al uses such as grocery stores, restaurants,
personal services, and retail sales. | amopposed to this
| and use designation change. RL2 should not all ow new
commercial retail uses to be added to the current |ist of
uses. | amhappy with the existing H |l side Managenent and
N2 designation. Please do not support this change to RL2.

Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

MR. MALLICK: Good evening. M nane is Karl Mallick.
I"'mw th CCL Engineering. Tonight | represent the Santa
Clarita Facilities Foundati on.

The foundation works with the Wlliam$S. Hart
School District and does a |lot of their strategic planning
for school sites. W have two sites, one on Vasquez Canyon
Road, assessed as Parcel No. 3231-001-018, 019, and 029,
that's approximately 80 acres. The other site is on Sierra

H ghway, just east of Vasquez Canyon Road. Those APN
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nunbers are 2813-18-02, 3, 4, and 9 and 2853-02, 01, and 07.
That's about 275 acres.

And as | nentioned, the Facilities Foundation does
strategic planning for the Wlliam$S. Hart School District.
These two sites, we've been working on for about three

years. They have school conponents to them and residenti al

conponents to them We're -- we just want to express our
concern that we don't -- or the |and use does not change
that will |ower the density that we' ve been working with the

| ast few years in our planning.
| don't believe it currently does with the
proposed change. There is existing comercial designation
on Sierra H ghway, on the north side of Sierra H ghway,
which is on the south side of our property. The new pl an,
t he OVOV, does not show commercial in that area. W would
like to request that that commercial remain on the plan
because we have planned for that in our strategic planning.
And we will submt these. That's it. Thank you.
MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very much
M5. HAM LTON: Josephi ne Wel ch, Young Song, Virginia
Vol f .
M5. BUSEY: Hello? Can they hear nme? kay.
Al right. 1'mhere for two properties in Sol edad
Canyon. One of them does not belong to Acton Town Council,

so they don't have --

Hunti ngton Court Reporters & Transcription, Inc. (626) 792-6777

84




CASTAI C SPORTS COWPLEX Cctober 5, 2009

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR. BELLAMY: G ve your nhane.

M5. BUSEY: -- town council representation.

MR. BELLAMY: Mss -- Mss, give your nane.

M5. BUSEY: GCkay. M name is Cherylann Busey. | am
representing Wiite Rock Lake RV Park, and | amrepresenting
Young Song, who recently was denied a CUP for an RV park due
to inactivity, although there were sone serious problens
with the park if the comm ssion really remenbers the case.

Anyway, we are concerned about the zone change to
A2-2. Both properties hold dual zoning, RlL and A2. Under
the RL we were told by Bruce Durbin that there were nany
things that these property owners could do w thout --
wi thout a CUP, up to and including canping. W were told
once M. Song gave up his CUP he could continue to have
canping as long as one RV didn't cross his bridge. And now
he went back to Bruce Durbin and found out he has to close
his gates to business, even canping, as of Decenber.

So we're concerned that the A2-2 zone change, to
A2-2 alone, will devalue the property, will bring them under
regul atory code violations, and |I'mnot sure, but because
nost of Agua Dul ce residents receive the County Journal --
did | speak -- say that right? Anyway, there is a property
up there that is now receiving violations under zoning
enforcement regulatory code with $1000 a day fine, back to

the first violation if they don't come under the regulatory
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code to neet that within 30 days.

It makes these people feel like crimnals, and
they are private property owers. So when the regul atory
codes get enforced and they cone to these people's property
wi th guns, which was done to Young Song, his wife had a
nervous breakdown. She has not been able to cone out of
t hat house since that event.

So these people are private property owners. They
have | arge properties, Young Song 50 acres, Joanne 12 acres.
Yes, it's agricultural. Joanne cane in 50 years ago. There
were no trees. They planted the trees. | believe the
Regi onal Pl anning Departnment sees all the greenery there and
doesn't realize that the property owners, when they cane in
50 years ago and there was nothing there, built these parks
under zoning exceptions originally. And | spoke with -- |
know her nane --

M5. HAM LTON: M ss Ham | ton.

M5. BUSEY: -- Mss Ham lton, at |ength concerning the
hi story of the parks. Anyway, again, |'m speaking shortly
for both owners. W feel the A2-2 zoning wll bring us
under regul atory code enforcenents. Can anyone tell ne --
and | appreciate Mtch daser taking quite a lot of tine on
the phone with ne to really explain this plan to ne. |
realize you have a ot of work to do, and |I've heard all the

comment s.
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MR. BELLAMY: Can you wrap it up, please.

M5. BUSEY: Yes. The wap-up is: Can soneone explain
to me that after the CUPs that are existing come up for
renewal , will the A2-2 zoning negatively affect their
ability to get a new CUP on the property? |[|'m concerned
t hat Josephine Wel ch owns 12 acres and under the RL20
zoni ng, one residence per 20 acres. Wat's going to happen
to property owners with less than 20 acres that have houses?

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

M5. BUSEY: Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

M5. WOLF: Hello. MW nanme is Virginia WIf. | am
property owner of ten acres at 30730 Sl oan Canyon Road in
Castaic. | am against the changes that are proposed for ny
nei ghbor hood. The existing |and use, the Castaic CSD have
desi gnat ed nmy nei ghborhood and all of the Hasley Canyon as
rural wi thout conmercial uses such as listed in the new RL2
desi gnati on

| am opposed to having RL2 being supportive of
commercial uses. Commercial uses, grocery stores,
restaurants, personal services, and retail stores do not
belong in a rural residential neighborhood. Please do not
support this. | bought these -- this property to live in a
rural nei ghborhood, away fromtraffic and strip malls.

| amalso in favor of downgradi ng Sl oan Canyon
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Road to a snmaller street. Thank you for hearing ne.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very nuch.

M5. HAM LTON: Steven Patterson, D ana Larios, Joe
Cota. Joanne Swanson, Susan Rauch, Janes Rogers, and
there's one | ast person, Comm ssioner. Frederico Enriquez.

M5. LARIOCS: H . Thank you for hearing us today. MW
name is Diana Larios. | live at 30758 Sl oan Canyon Road in
Castaic, and |'ve been a resident for over 15 years. |'ve
been active on the original Master Plan conmttee and al so
in helping to formthe Castaic area Community Standards
District and have worked with the County a lot with all of
t hat .

Castaic -- the Castaic conmunity and the CSD has
very strongly stated that they wanted to keep Hasl ey Canyon,
Ronero Canyon, and Sl oan Canyon rural and equestrian. And |
believe that the RL2 | and designation which is being
assigned to sone of the properties out there is not
consi stent with our CSD

| have a list of all the existing heavy
agricultural zone uses, and there are a lot of uses that are
already listed. But what |I'mconcerned with is that this
RL2 is actually adding the comrercial, grocery, restaurants,
retail. That is not rural

Your agenda itemstates that the reason for this

zoni ng change and the | and use change is for density
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control. WelIl, adding conmercial uses in a rural

nei ghbor hood has nothing to do with density control. You
are changi ng the character of our conmunity, and our CSD is
opposed to that, and our community is opposed to that.

So please realize that it's not all about density,
that in this case it's about changing the character of our
community, and |I'mvery, very seriously opposed to that.
| would also like to say that | amin favor of
downgr adi ng Sl oan Canyon Road to be a smaller street, again,
in favor of our CSD that says that we would |ike to keep
t hat nei ghborhood nore rural and equestrian-like. W would
not like it to have |arger, paved roads.

Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.
M5. RAUCH. My nane's Susan Rauch, and ny address is
30470 Sl oan Canyon Road, and |'ve lived there for 12 years.

And | have the sane concerns that D ana has about the retai

uses. | don't understand how that's cropping up in this new

redesignation and howit's contrary to what our CSD says.
It alnost seenms like it's thrown in there willy-nilly. |
nmean, it just seenms out of place.

| nmean, are you seriously saying that grocery

stores can go in our rural neighborhoods? | nean, that's
what it looks -- | nean, that's what it says. So | really
do hope you'll take the tinme to |look at that and toss it out
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or have it coincide nore specifically with our CSD

And on the matter of Sl oan Canyon Road,
there's -- Sloan Canyon Road is a dirt road now, and the
idea of it being anything other in the future, as a snal
country road, is out of character too and it seenms to ne
woul dn't benefit anyone except maybe perhaps sone devel opers
who might get a foothold into the area. And that's it.
Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very much

Yes, sir.
MR COON. Hi, ny nane is Kevin Coon. 1've lived in
Santa Clarita since 1972. | own two pieces of property.

One is a 15-acre parcel at 18120 Texas Canyon Road, and
anot her piece, a quarter acre, in AOd Forest Park at 16969
Forest.

| purchased both pieces of property with the --
with the zoning and use, specifically picked out those
pi eces of property for that. Wth your proposed changes, it
negat es everything that | purchased ny properties for. The
Texas Canyon property, 1've only owned for five or six
years. But the reason | bought that was for the zoning and
for the use. | strongly oppose any changes to the existing
zoni ng.

Thank you.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you very much
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M5. HAM LTON: | believe that conpletes the speakers,
commi ssi oner s.

MR. BELLAMY: COkay. Continuation of reports.

M5. LEMKE: Nothing from County Counsel

MR BELLAMY: Conm ssion?

MR MODUGNO: M. Chairman, let ne ask M. (J aser a
coupl e questi ons.

The recommendati on you have this evening as to
continue this to give you an opportunity of com ng back with
findings and Final EIR at |east one speaker had indicated
that the close-off date for coments is Novenber the 2nd.
| s that accurate or not?

MR. GLASER. Yes. Yes, that's correct. It is a 60-day
comment period. It commenced on Septenber 4, 2009. It
cl oses on Novenber 2, 2009.

MR. MODUGNO  The extent to which we keep this -- keep
heari ngs open, while that official date closes off, there's
still opportunity for people to submt materials. There's
opportunity for people to come and speak at any conti nued
public hearings. As this is going on through processing,
there's opportunities for people to continue to speak and
comment up until the point in tinme through the Board of
Supervi sors hearing; is that correct?

MR. GLASER Yes. Let ne clarify what the 60-day

review period is. It is specific to the Draft Environnental
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| npact Report. The 60 days is for conmments specific to the
Draft Environnmental |npact Report. O herw se, coments on
the plan in general and the | and use changes, on the zoning
changes, you are correct. The comments on that are open
until the day that the Board of Supervisors adopts it.

MR. MODUGNO So the recommendation this evening is to
continue this hearing. W would anticipate that there would
be nore hearings than one?

MR. GLASER. Yes. \What the recommendation is, that the
cl ose of the EIR comment period, again, would be in
Novenber. W woul d have | npact Sciences, who has prepared
the EIR, respond to all comrents and prepare a final EIR
What staff is envisioning is that we would return to you
with that final EIRwth all of the responses to comments in
addition with any and all changes to the draft plan that you
woul d I'i ke us to nmake pursuant to the testinony today.

And at that point, we would cone to you with a
resolution to approve the plan and recommend that it be
forwarded to the Board of Supervisors. The Board of
Supervi sors then woul d have at | east one hearing before
adopting or not adopting the docunent.

MR. MODUGNO All right. The concern that | --

M5. LEMKE: Conmi ssioner, can | --

MR MODUGNO -- I'msorry.

MS. LEMKE: -- can | add a clarification on -- on the
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environnmental report is you're correct. Wiile there's an

of ficial comment period, you know, we can't dictate what
people testify to at hearings, and if they want to continue
to comment on the environnmental inpacts, that's open through
t he public hearing process.

MR, MODUGNO Ckay. So the nmere fact --

M5. LEMKE: It's just that we don't have to provide
official conments in the Final Environnmental |npact Report.

MR, MODUGNO (Ckay. So the nere fact of setting off
that comment period as a date that is set for the consultant
then to wap up sonme of their work, but it still opens up
di scussion, the ability of anyone to add any comments until,
as they sort of say, the fat |ady sings.

M5. LEMKE: That's correct.

MR, MODUGNO  COkay. One of the concerns that | have,
and | think echoing nost of the comments that we had this
evening, while very few were | ooking at the overall sort of
macro i ssue of One Valley One Vision, which has been the
intent, that the County has been working on for at |east
three years, the Gty has been working on in parallel with
that, | think the reaction that has occurred is people are
saying: Howis this inpacting me personally? Howis this
affecting ny piece of property?

Many of those piece of properties have had in the

past open cases which have been submtted, may have even
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gone t hrough sonme approval process, and action was never
t aken, and so those have becone cl osed cases. |In sone
cases, there is current zoning on those properties which has
changed over the years and there's now sone proposals, but
that still doesn't inpact what application sonmeone may cone
in and take.

| think 1'd Iike to have greater clarity, both
fromus as a conm ssion and for the property owners, in
terms of what that processing will be for them i ndividually
as they want to come forward.

For exanple, we have long said that -- that the
achi evable point is we're going to | ook sort of around a
m dpoi nt range for devel opnent. There -- that neans if
sonebody' s got zoning that could have 1 to 20 houses on a
parcel of land, the desired inpact nmay be sonewhere around
10. Wthout doing overlays of hillside, dealing wth oak
trees, circulation, set all of those which will inpact where
that ultimate recommendati on and nunber's going to be.

We have worked -- and | know the Gty of Santa
Clarita has worked as well -- that the nore rural an area
is, the less circulation that may be applicable, the |ess
access to infrastructure. The further away from comunity
services, the further away from parks, the further away from
library, et cetera, would tend to get far nore towards a

rural end, which would indicate the |ower density on that.
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As one gets closer to infrastructure, or if a
| arge devel oper is prepared to nove forward and help build
this coomunity out of the infrastructure deficit by bringing
adequat e roads, by perhaps funding libraries nearby, funding
beyond just sone | and dedication for schools, but really
goi ng above and beyond the requirenents, that may warrant
and allow themto get to a higher density.

So the nmere fact of putting and sayi ng, gee, your
density was two house per acre that we're changing to five
houses, or five houses changing to twd, never guaranteed
t hat anyone could walk in and be given that. It was nerely
a starting point and a sort of a planning purpose point.

But again, we're |looking at all those aspects.

In my mnd, if sonebody had a hi gher density
bef ore and bought property on that, held that for years on
that basis, and then stepped forward and we have said now
we're sort of noving that nunber down, well, |, as being
somewhat, hopefully, reasonable would | ook at that aspect of
it and m ght be |eaning nore towards goi ng back to what they
m ght have had versus what we're trying to achieve.

Again, in terns of -- in terns of |ooking at that
aspect of it -- but 1'd have to also be concerned what's
around it, what infrastructure is nearby. Cearly, we wll
never get to that higher point of nunbers if the State does

not address the water problenms, which is -- which is really
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a legislative issue at the noment. We're out there trying
to protect a small endangered fish, and so a federal judge
says you can't get the water. And the State Legislature,
rather than dealing with what is a massively inportant issue
of the State, decides to sort of pass it off and adjourn.

We have, for years, attenpted to get Cal Trans in
front of us to speak and say we have a serious probl em of
transportation in and out of this valley, we have a serious
probl em of transportation through this valley. Wat goes

along the I-5 Corridor, and while there's construction work

now, nuch of that construction work is looking to -- to get
us out of the problenms we have and -- or anticipating the
added units that are so far approved for -- for Newhal
Ranch.

And so ny concern, echoing, | think, back what
we' ve heard this evening, is individuals want some assurance
that we're neither taking fromthemor, those that want
| oner densities, that we're not suddenly creating sone
madhouse buil di ng opportunity in their nei ghborhood. So
that we're neither adding wealth nor subtracting wealth, nor
taking or adding to rights. And | think that's how, as we
go through this, individual cases, individual applications
that come through, what type of treatnent should individuals
expect to hear?

W' ve had sone people testify this evening, and |
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think our fellow -- ny fellow conm ssioners will reflect
upon, very recent cases where we have taken action. And we
have taken action, and we're hearing agai n sonebody com ng
back and saying, gee, | still didn't |Iike what your decision
was. Their opportunity was to nove forward to the Board of
Supervi sors on appeal. Their opportunity beyond that is, |
suppose, to file a lawsuit. W have not -- we've done
reasonabl e pl anning, |ooking at what we think is in the best
interests of the county at large and taking into -- to sort
of all of our guidelines and pieces.

So again, | think as we conme back, 1'd like to
have sone understanding of the type of treatment that wll
be done in terns of what are the expectations of individuals
that sort of lays out the ground rules. It was a good
suggesti on sonebody had in terns of having overlay, what was
the old zoning, what's the new zoning on top. And then how
we nove forward fromthat.

So | really appreciate the testinony we've had
this evening. | think it's been constructive. Two of our
conmi ssioners were not here this evening. For themto be
able to take action at our next neeting, they're going to
have to get thenselves up to speed, which neans review
everyt hing that has been said.

| think that acoustics in this roomwere horrible.

Wiile -- while the speakers got sent out towards your
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direction in terns of the public, what echoed back to the
three of us, | would say -- we're all getting a little bit
ol der, but we're not deaf. | think I picked up probably no
nore than 25 percent of what was said.

We nodded. We |ooked as if we heard it. | don't
know what the other two comm ssioners heard. Many of you,
in terms of once you got to the m crophone, went very
qui ckly. The tone of your voice nmay have destroyed the
words that were being said. | did not hear everything.
think I got the gist of the discussion.

Much of the -- nmany of the coments were
repetitive. It was a lot of the stuff from Sl oan Canyon.
think we got the essence fromthat community. But this was
not a good room although it is a County-owned facility, so
it didn't cost the County anything to have it. Perhaps if
we have another neeting in the community, there mght be a
better room

We clearly can hear better at our hearing roomin
Los Angel es, although that does have a requirenent that
everyone who's out there has got to cone down to downt own.
Everyone who's up here, other than nyself -- who lives in
Santa Clarita -- has got to cone here.

|"ve got five mnutes to get home so that's
convenient for nme. It's not for the comm ssioner to ny

left, who lives alnbst on the Orange County line. So he
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comes a great distance. The comm ssioner to ny right cones
nore from Downtown Los Angeles. Al the staff has nade a
terrific effort of comng out and really trying to get the
input fromthis comunity. So when we normally have our
hearings in Los Angel es on Wdnesday norni ngs, we do thank
everyone from-- who makes a long drive to cone and see us.

And I'm not sure even the tapes fromthis evening
are going to be clear in picking up what everyone said. So
if you did not have a witten coment, if you have sonet hing
very strong that you want to make sure that we have and you
only verbally spoke this evening, | would encourage you to
go hone, either type up what you had and mail it in to
M. daser, send himan e-mail.

If it gets sent to Mke Antonovich, it gets sent
tous. |If it gets sent to Paul Novak, it gets to us. If it
gets sent to Rosalind Wayman, it gets sent to us. So if
it's a field deputy for the supervisor, if it's a nmenber of
staff, | think it's easier if it comes into M. { aser
because he's coordinating all that. But if it cones in,
that will then be part of the permanent record. None of
it's going to get |ost.

But again, | apologize that we couldn't pick up
everything. It's -- | think it's nore a matter of the room
There's too many hard surfaces here. W couldn't suddenly

run and put carpet and put -- maybe if we wear a bunch of
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bl ankets the next time to sort of bounce the sound. But --
and | don't know how nmuch of my nunbling you' ve picked up
ei t her.

| don't know if there's any other comments,
conmi Ssi oners.

MR. BELLAMY: Do we have a notion?

MR REW M. Chairman, due to the | ateness of the hour
and the journey that | have to nmake, I'mhere on a visa so |
have to get hone. But | agree with Conm ssioner Mdugno.

|'ve al ways preached to people about you go to
Las Vegas and you put sone noney out there for the blackjack
deal er, and you look at it as, hey, you know, sure, it's a
ganble, but it's an investnment. O you go to Santa Anita,
and you pick out a horse and you say, yeah, it's a ganble,
but it's an investnent because | can get some return on ny
nmoney. O you purchase a stock and you say | hope that
stock goes up because this is really an investnent, but if
it goes down, you know, it was a ganble.

But no one feels the same way about real estate.
You know, they -- they always expect that real estate,
they're going to nake a bundle. And sonetines things
change, and they have to ook at it as also a ganble.

So | look forward to our next hearings. |'m going
to ask for a copy of the transcript because you don't speak

too fast, | just listen too slowy. So |I'mgoing to ask for
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a copy of the transcript and maybe even a copy of the tapes
if they're clearer due to the recording. But thank you for
all com ng.

MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.

MR MODUGNO M. d aser, when would you recomend - -
or Mss Ham lton, is there a date certain for continuance of
this case?

MR. GLASER. Commi ssioners, what we would anticipate in
terms of if the comment period were to cease in Novenber as
is scheduled for the Draft EIR, we were anticipating that
the Final EIR would be available after the first of the
year. So again, though, depending on the amount of comments
that are received, especially in the next nonth, we weren't
really certain, which is why we were requesting to take it
of f cal endar. However, if the Comm ssion would |like to set
a date, we woul d probably suggest the planning day in
January at the earliest.

MR MODUGNO Al right. So your stronger suggestion
is we just take it off -- we don't set a date at this point
and all ow coment period to remain.

MR. GLASER. Yes. And we can ensure that everyone who
has signed up on our contact |ist and everyone who has
spoken here tonight can receive notification of the next
hearing date once it's schedul ed.

MR. MODUGNO  Your recommended notion also has to
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return with a resolution to the Board of Supervisors.

don't think that that's wse at this point. 1'd like to
really have another hearing first, or is that the point that
we have to have that?

MR. BELLAMY: She's not on.

MR. MODUGNO  All right.

MR. BELLAMY: Your mic wasn't on.

M5. LEMKE: Oh, I'msorry. The advantage of continuing
the hearing to a date certain is that we do that here
toni ght and announce the date, then we don't have to
renotice that hearing. This will be sufficient of it. |
mean, obviously, if the Planning Departnent decides it wants
to, you know, give advertising notice, it can do that. But
if we can set it to a date certain, you don't have to
renotice the hearing. |If you take it off cal endar, when we
have it come back, we'll have to renotice the hearing.

MR MODUGNO Al right. The recommended notion we had
in our packet did not have a date. So it's -- is that then
we could determne a date this evening, not have to
renotice, and then return, but we could -- | just feel a
l[ittle unconfortable that we only -- we'd lay out with one
nmeeti ng versus having a neeting and then anot her neeti ng.

So the reconmmended notion has returning with a
resolution to the Board of Supervisors. Do we feel we would

have sufficient information at that point, or is that just
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that then becones part and parcel with the whol e packet that
rolls along with the continued hearings?

M5. LEMKE: | can't answer that question, Conm ssioner.
| think that's up to you to determ ne whether or not you
think the responses that you may get based on the conments
toni ght --

MR, MODUGNO  Ckay.

M5. LEMKE: -- or whether or not you' d have enough
information to make a recommendati on at the next heari ng.

MR. MODUGNO  Ckay. Because | go back to the first --

the first speakers -- or actually, sorry, the Gty of Santa
Clarita was the first speaker -- but the two representatives
fromthe Castaic Town Council. W did not hear from other

town councils who are affected fromthis -- or by this. W

didn't hear fromWst Valley. W didn't hear fromthe
peopl e at the other side, over in Agua Dul ce sort of area.
| think it's inmportant that we have an entire

community involved in this process, not just selected ones.
So | would suggest we have at least, in ny mnd, at m ninmm
two nore hearings, in which I'd |ike the next one sort of
address the discussion this evening. W'IlI|l take a | ook at
that Final EIR

MR. GLASER. Commi ssioner, if Staff could nake a
suggestion, there was at |east one individual who had

requested an extension of the 60-day comment period. One
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possibility that staff would |ike you to consider would be
to extend that coment period for an additional 30 days. So

that would be a 90-day comment period. And to hold your

second hearing with -- before that 90-day period closes so
that there's still an opportunity to testify on the Final
EIR and -- it would be a Draft EIR excuse ne -- and it

would be a little bit earlier than what we were di scussing.

We could contact the other town councils, and |
think what I'mhearing is that in ternms of the requests that
were made today, | think the comm ssioners would like a
report fromstaff on each request that was made, trying to
descri be maybe the rational e behind each recomendati on of
staff, so that we could conme back to you with that before
the end of the year, when the comment period is still open
and, you know, continue this discussion and decide how to
nove forward at that tine.

MR MODUGNO: That would then, if we left the -- if we
al l oned the conmment period then to go 90 days versus 60, if
it's currently schedul ed to expire Novenber 2nd, then that
woul d suggest extending it to Decenber the 2nd, having a
hearing prior to that or after?

MR. GLASER Either immediately prior or imrediately
afterwards, so either m d Novenber before the Thanksgi vi ng
hol i day or shortly thereafter before the Christmas holiday.

MR. MODUGNO Okay. Then | would like us to look at a
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date certain to do that. And then for the planning date in
January, which m ght be the next date, |I'mgoing to be out
of the country. So I'd prefer then to |l ook and carry that
out at least until some February time period in ternms of
anot her hearing. And is that feasible within the schedul e
in ternms of your tinme?

MR GASER Yes. | believe if we were to cone back to
you at that tinme, we could discuss the issues, see what
i ssues renmin, and then schedul e another hearing. And at
that time, hopefully, the conmm ssion would be confortable
with staff returning with a resolution to the Board of
Super vi sors.

MR, MODUGNO (Okay. | seem M ss Lenke and M ss
Ham [ ton sort of | ooking at dates to come up with a date
certain.

M5. HAM LTON: We m ght have a planning day avail abl e
on Novenber 23rd, which is a Monday.

M5. LEMKE: Although it |ooks like there's -- there's a
| ot of current planning projects on.

M5. HAM LTON: There's only tw cases on the 23rd, so
t hat m ght work out.

M5. LEMKE: And that's the Monday before -- that's your
Monday hearing before Thanksgi vi ng.

MR. MODUGNO Ckay. And that would be to do a | ot of

t hese housekeeping el ements of this. Not necessarily to --
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toreally get a full blown -- if people want to cone and
testify, they may, but let's try and get sone of these
i ssues and get that back out to the conmunity.

So I'll make a notion then, M. Chairman, that we
continue the public hearing on Project R200701226 to
Novenber 23rd.

M5. HAM LTON:  Twenty-t hird.

MR, MODUGNO And staff to return -- | guess they have
to return to us. And then also to continue the conment
period on the Draft EIR for an additional 30 days to
Decenber the 2nd, 2009.

M5. LEMKE: And that neeting will be held at your
regul ar comm ssi on hearing roonf

MR MODUGNO |'m sorry.

M5. LEMKE: And the neeting will be at your regular --

MR. MODUGNO Yes. The neeting will be held in our
comi ssi on hearing room downt own.

MR REW Second.

MR. BELLAMY: Any further discussion?

Al in favor?

MR MODUGNO  Aye.

3

REW Aye.
MR BELLAMY: Aye.
Okay. We'll nove on to County Counsel

M5. LEMKE: Not hing further.
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VR, BELLAMY:

Director?

M5. HAM LTON: Nothing to report.

VR, BELLAMY:

Gover nnent Code?

Okay. Public conment pursuant to

Seei ng none, we're adjourned until

Wednesday, Cctober the 14th, Downtown L. A

(Wher eupon,

at 9:24 p.m, the neeting adjourned.)

- 00o0-
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

|, LEE MLLER, an Electronic Reporter, do hereby
certify that I ama disinterested person herein; that the
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           1                             P R O C E E D I N G S



           2   OCTOBER 5, 2009                                   6:30 p.m.



           3        MR. BELLAMY:  I would like to welcome you to the



           4   Regional Planning Commission meeting.  This is October the



           5   5th, 2009, and we always start out with the Pledge of



           6   Allegiance, led by Commissioner Modugno.



           7        MR. MODUGNO:  We're going to start this meeting with



           8   the flag salute, if you'll please stand and join with me in



           9   saluting the flag.



          10        (Pledge of Allegiance.)



          11        MR. BELLAMY:  May I get approval of the agenda.



          12        MR. MODUGNO:  Move for approval.



          13        MR. REW:  Second.



          14        MR. BELLAMY:  So ordered.  County Counsel?



          15        MS. LEMKE:  Nothing.



          16        MR. BELLAMY:  Director?



          17        MS. HAMILTON:  No reports.



          18        MR. BELLAMY:  Okay.  We're going to move on to our



          19   public hearing, Agenda Item No. 5.



          20        MR. GLASER:  Good evening, Commissioners.  Mitch



          21   Glaser, with the Countywide Studies Section.  This is a



          22   public hearing on the Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update,



          23   commonly known as One Valley One Vision.



          24        MR. REW:  They can't hear.  They can't hear him.



          25        MR. BELLAMY:  He can't hear?  It's the acoustics?
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           1        MR. GLASER:  All right.  I guess we're going to try



           2   again.  Everybody can hear me a little bit better standing



           3   up.  Okay.  Great.



           4             Good evening, Commissioners.  Mitch Glaser, with



           5   the Countywide Studies Section.  This is a public hearing on



           6   the update of the Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan, better



           7   known as One Valley One Vision.



           8             First of all, on behalf of everyone here tonight,



           9   I'd like to thank you for coming out to Castaic on a Monday



          10   evening.  As you know, it's not the regular place or time.



          11   Before we begin, I just want to talk about the purpose of



          12   tonight's hearing.



          13             This is a hearing on the County's portion of the



          14   One Valley One Vision effort, just for lands within the



          15   County's jurisdiction, not those within the City of Santa



          16   Clarita's jurisdiction.  Just so everyone's clear, this



          17   hearing is not regarding annexation or any related matters.



          18             We're not asking that the commission take an



          19   action tonight.  This is the first of what will be several



          20   hearings on this plan.  What we are looking for tonight is



          21   to get some direction from the Commission as to the drafts



          22   that have been presented, any changes or modifications



          23   requested of Staff, and Staff will return at a later date



          24   with a revised Draft Plan and Draft EIR.



          25             In terms of the presentation tonight, obviously
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           1   before you is a very complicated and lengthy Draft Plan and



           2   Draft Environmental Impact Report.  In wrestling with how to



           3   summarize this plan, we decided to ask the five W's and one



           4   H.  So the organization of tonight's presentation is Where,



           5   Why, Who, When, What, and How.



           6             The first question is:  Where?  Where is the Santa



           7   Clarita Valley Area, which is our current definition of the



           8   planning area, and you can see on the map before you it



           9   includes several unincorporated communities, including Agua



          10   Dulce, Castaic, West Ranch, Val Verde, Hasley Canyon, San



          11   Francisquito Canyon, Bouquet Canyon, Forest Park, and Fair



          12   Oaks Ranch among others.



          13             The Santa Clarita Valley has a very rich history,



          14   with everything from gold strikes to golden spikes.  Mining,



          15   oil, and transportation all have a key role.  The Santa



          16   Clarita Valley has been home to several communities,



          17   beginning with Newhall -- which you see on the screen before



          18   you -- which began in the late 1800s.  Over the years other



          19   communities have developed, such as Canyon Country and most



          20   notably the master-planned community of Valencia, an early



          21   concept of which you can see on the lower right.  Of course,



          22   as we know, Valencia didn't end up looking like that.



          23             Also in the history of the Santa Clarita, with the



          24   fantastic natural resources are also natural hazards.  So



          25   that plays a part in the narrative as well.  As we're
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           1   usually reminded at this time of year, the Santa Clarita



           2   Valley is prone to fire.  Most of us will remember the



           3   Northridge earthquake and the Sylmar earthquake before that



           4   that impacted the valley.  So in some regards, the valley is



           5   also a very vulnerable place.



           6             What is the Santa Clarita Valley today?  The Santa



           7   Clarita Valley today is a valley of villages.  Not only the



           8   unincorporated communities that I previously mentioned, but



           9   also the communities and the city of Santa Clarita, such as



          10   Newhall, Valencia, Saugus, and parts of Canyon Country.



          11             As you can see, it's a mix of development and



          12   natural environmental areas.  It includes rural communities,



          13   which are exemplified on your left by Agua Dulce, suburban



          14   communities, such as Canyon Country in the lower photo, and



          15   even somewhat urban environments, such as the hustle and



          16   bustle of the Valencia Town Center Drive on your right.



          17             The Santa Clarita Valley is recognized for having



          18   a great quality of life.  It has been one of the fastest



          19   growing portions of the county for many years and is



          20   expected to continue to be so.



          21             But what is the future of the Santa Clarita



          22   Valley?  Can the valley maintain its quality of life in the



          23   face of natural hazards, in the face of the pressures of



          24   growth and the limits to growth?  And that's really what



          25   this plan is about.  That's what this discussion is going to
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           1   be about tonight.  What is the future of the Santa Clarita



           2   Valley?



           3             Which leads us to the next question, which is:



           4   Why?  Why are we updating this plan?  To give a little bit



           5   of perspective, it's important to know the recent history of



           6   the valley.



           7             The current Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan was



           8   adopted in 1984 when the entire planning area was



           9   unincorporated.  In 1987 the City of Santa Clarita



          10   incorporated.  In 1990 the County updated its Area Plan,



          11   which was the last comprehensive update.  In 1991 the City



          12   adopted its General Plan.  So as you can see, both



          13   jurisdictions' planning documents are out of date, and it's



          14   important to update these plans on a regular basis.



          15             But why do a joint effort between the County and



          16   the City of Santa Clarita?  Going back to the boundary map,



          17   it tells the story.  You can see that the city of Santa



          18   Clarita is very unique in the county as that it's surrounded



          19   by unincorporated areas.  Driving through the valley, it's



          20   not always readily apparent to the naked eye where the



          21   county begins and the city ends.  The boundaries of the city



          22   have grown over the years.



          23             But most importantly, the residents of the



          24   unincorporated area and the city have common needs.  They



          25   have common desires, they share the same services, and it's
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           1   important to have a joint plan for their future.



           2             There's other reasons why the Area Plan needs to



           3   be updated.  There have been many changes since 1990.



           4   There's been tremendous growth.  There's been demographic



           5   changes.  There's been changes in the economic situation.



           6   All of which needs to be analyzed in a new plan update.



           7             Of course, there's also growth projections.  As



           8   you know, the Southern California Association of Government



           9   maintains planning projections for the North County.  They



          10   are projecting explosive growth for the North County, not



          11   only the Santa Clarita Valley, but the Antelope Valley as



          12   well.  Both the City and the County are legally required to



          13   accommodate this growth and to ensure that there's adequate



          14   housing at all income levels.



          15             Another growing concern is climate change.  The



          16   State of California has required local jurisdictions to



          17   respond to climate change.  Many of you have heard of AB 32,



          18   which is a bill to address the effects of climate change



          19   that affects activities throughout California.



          20             This has been followed by a specific



          21   implementation action known as SB 375, which requires local



          22   jurisdictions to adjust their land use planning strategies



          23   to deal with climate change by reducing vehicle miles



          24   traveled and to promote more compact forms of development



          25   and to reduce the amount of sprawl.  By the way, that's the
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           1   state capital on that slide.



           2             The next question is:  Who?  Who is affected by



           3   this plan update?  Of course, most folks know that this is a



           4   plan that will be adopted by both governments.  So obviously



           5   both governments, the City and the County, are affected.



           6   Service providers are affected.  The Castaic Lake Water



           7   Agency and the local water retailers.  The school districts.



           8   The fire department.  The sheriff's department, et cetera.



           9             There's also the town councils, which serve a very



          10   valuable advisory role in the unincorporated area and who



          11   have a stake in the future.  There's also other advocacy



          12   groups ranging from the Santa Clarita Valley Trails Advisory



          13   Committee to the Santa Clarita Valley Organization for



          14   Planning in the Environment.



          15             But who is most affected?  The people that live,



          16   work, and play in the Santa Clarita Valley.  There's



          17   residents.  The residents that are here.  The new residents



          18   that are being born every day.  The residents that are yet



          19   to be born and that wish to grow up in the Santa Clarita



          20   Valley and make it their home.  The people that own property



          21   here, whether or not they live in the valley.  The people



          22   that own businesses here, whether or not they live in the



          23   valley.  And, of course, those that work here.  In short,



          24   everyone is affected by this plan update.



          25             The next question is:  When?  What is the time
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           1   frame that this new plan looks at?  And this looks at the



           2   facts and figures of the matter, the statistics.  The Santa



           3   Clarita Valley today, according to our estimates,



           4   approximately 80,000 housing units, housing 252,000 people.



           5   There's 119,588 jobs.  As most folks are familiar, there's



           6   not an adequate jobs/housing balance in the Santa Clarita



           7   Valley at the current time.



           8             As I mentioned, plans need to be updated



           9   periodically.  Typically, these plans are updated every 10



          10   to 20 years, and we anticipate that will be the case in this



          11   plan.  However, this plan is unique because we're looking at



          12   the build-out of the valley.  The build-out of the valley is



          13   the point at which the ultimate capacity will be reached.



          14   Based on current growth rates, that could take several



          15   decades, if ever.



          16             The figures before you assume a build-out of the



          17   entire valley, even the rural portions with very low



          18   densities.  The City and County have developed projections



          19   that, at the build-out of the valley, there will be an



          20   increase of 70,000 to 75,000 housing units, an increase in



          21   population of 208,000 to 233,000 persons, and most



          22   importantly, an increase in jobs of 98,300 to approximately



          23   129,000.



          24             This is the Santa Clarita Valley at build-out.  So



          25   as you can see, there's substantial growth that's projected.
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           1   Again, it's important to mention that this is a scenario in



           2   which the entire valley would be built-out, all of the



           3   vacant lands, even those in the rural designations.



           4             It's also important when you look at the increase



           5   in housing units.  About half of that increase is going to



           6   be due to housing units that have already been approved,



           7   mostly by the County, but also by the City.  Significantly,



           8   the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan accounts for a quarter of



           9   that growth.  So much of the growth that's being projected,



          10   again, are housing units that have been approved but have



          11   not yet been built.



          12             The next question, and probably the most important



          13   question, is:  What?  What is this Area Plan Update?  The



          14   Draft Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan before you has five



          15   elements: Land Use, Circulation, Conservation and Open



          16   Space, Safety, and Noise.  I'm going to go through each of



          17   these briefly.  You will see the topics covered by each on



          18   the left side of the screen.



          19             The first and, in some respects, most important is



          20   the land use element.  The land use element describes the



          21   Valley of Villages theme that I had previously described.



          22   The valley is currently a mosaic of unique villages with



          23   rural, suburban, and urban lifestyles, and we anticipate



          24   that that will continue to be the case.



          25             There's also Specific Plans, such as Newhall Ranch
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           1   that I had mentioned, demographic characteristics, and



           2   economic issues.  Other aspects deal with the design of the



           3   environment, the effects on health and environmental



           4   quality, resources, and coordination with other agencies.



           5             This is probably the most important component of



           6   the land use element.  This is the proposed Land Use Plan,



           7   which is available on our website and also on the map at the



           8   back of the room.  This is the Land Use Plan by which the



           9   projections were developed.



          10             How was this Land Use Plan developed?  There were



          11   numerous suitability criteria, which include those on the



          12   screen.  Essentially, City and County staff worked together,



          13   not only looking at maps and figures but also doing



          14   extensive field work, even taking to the skies in a



          15   helicopter to let the land tell us what kind of uses and



          16   what intensity of use would be appropriate.



          17             Obviously, slopes are an important suitability



          18   criteria, but there are many others, such as significant



          19   ecological areas, fire zones, seismic zones, proximity to



          20   major roadways on the Highway Plan, and, of course,



          21   proximity to existing urban infrastructure and services,



          22   such as water lines and fire stations.



          23             The Land Use Policy Map, the concept is



          24   essentially, as I described, similar to what's being



          25   predicted with SB 375, is to generally concentrate the most
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           1   intense growth to areas that are most suitable, near transit



           2   in the existing city centers, by the Metrolink lines, such



           3   as Old Town Newhall and the Valencia Town Center.



           4             The new Land Use Legend is on your right.  As



           5   mentioned in the Staff report, the Land Use Plan is



           6   consistent with both the currently adopted General Plan and



           7   the proposed General Plan.



           8             Lastly -- and this is an important point -- it



           9   includes new rural hillside density calculations.  These new



          10   calculations necessitate the General Plan and Zoning



          11   Ordinance Amendment that are also before you.



          12             To describe this concept, what you have before you



          13   is the -- is one way that we calculate hillside density in



          14   rural areas.  This is the Hillside Management category.



          15   There are slightly different calculations for the Nonurban 1



          16   and Nonurban 2 categories.  Again, this is in the current



          17   plan.



          18             There seems to be a common misperception that,



          19   under the current plan, all rural areas are allowed one unit



          20   per two acres.  As you can see, that is not the case.  It is



          21   based on a complex density formula based on the slope of the



          22   land.  The truth of the matter is that if a person were to



          23   come to our public counter and ask how many units could be



          24   built on their property or on the property next door, we



          25   wouldn't be able to answer the question.  We would have to
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           1   ask the property owner to hire an engineer to do these sorts



           2   of calculations.



           3             Under the new plan, the land use designation will



           4   determine the maximum density.  So instead of what you see



           5   before you, it depends on the designation.  And here, on the



           6   key, you can see there's various rural land designations.



           7   RL5, the maximum density is one unit per five acres,



           8   regardless of slope.  RL10, one unit per ten acres,



           9   regardless of slope.  And so on.



          10             We believe that this new scheme will provide clear



          11   expectations and a better understanding of the development



          12   potential of properties in rural areas.



          13             The next element is circulation.  Circulation



          14   deals with many issues that are important to the valley and



          15   are tied to the Land Use Map.  Circulation element also



          16   includes trails, bikeways, and pedestrian circulation, all



          17   of which are important to reducing vehicle miles travel and



          18   providing an alternative to the automobile.



          19             But, of course, probably the most important



          20   component of the circulation element is the Highway Plan.



          21   This is the proposed Highway Plan for the Santa Clarita



          22   Valley, showing current and proposed routes, both in the



          23   City and the County, the proposed ultimate widths.



          24             Before closing on the circulation element, I



          25   should also mention that the Highway Plan includes new
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           1   highway cross sections that are consistent with the City



           2   cross sections.  So when you're driving in the City and the



           3   County, the roadway doesn't change widths, the bike lane



           4   doesn't add and disappear, and, again, we feel that's an



           5   important step towards consistency.



           6             The next element is conservation and open space,



           7   which is extremely important given all of the natural



           8   resources and natural hazards in the valley.  Some of the



           9   topics are seen here.  Those of you who may be familiar,



          10   that's Castaic Lake, which is just up the road from us.



          11             Other topics include scenic resources, air



          12   resources, and climate change.  Here's where the bulk of the



          13   policies to be responsive to the State mandates of AB 32 are



          14   held.



          15             Two major maps regarded with the conservation/open



          16   space element.  The first is the expansion of significant



          17   ecological areas.  We're proposing to triple the size of



          18   those in the Santa Clarita Valley.  The next is the proposed



          19   Ridgeline Map.  This is the Draft Ridgeline Map.  As you may



          20   be able to see, it doesn't include ridgelines in Agua Dulce.



          21   We are working to modify this map to have ridgelines for the



          22   entire Santa Clarita Valley.  We anticipate that we'll



          23   return with that at the next hearing.



          24             The safety element is also key because of the



          25   natural hazards.  Seismic, flood, fire, hazardous materials.
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           1   Emergency preparedness, law enforcement, terrorism, accident



           2   prevention.



           3             And finally, the noise element provides a means of



           4   looking at noise in the planning process, noise that's



           5   generated by different land uses, by highways and roadways,



           6   by helicopters, by airplanes, et cetera.  So this element



           7   provides a means to address that.



           8             The last question is:  How?  And there's really



           9   two sub-questions.  First of all, how did we develop this



          10   plan, and how do we intend to implement it if it's adopted?



          11             The process was a lengthy process, jointly



          12   conducted by the City and County.  There was initial



          13   outreach, which included many activities, such as workshops,



          14   community surveys, school activities.  There was a



          15   valley-wide congress where residents from throughout the



          16   valley were invited to ratify a series of guiding principles



          17   as well as a vision statement.



          18             This vision and guiding principles, which came



          19   from the active involvement of a wide range of stakeholders,



          20   are the foundation of this plan.  We also conducted a



          21   technical background report.



          22             As the plan was developed, we came out with the



          23   Poster Plan that you may remember.  We had a series of



          24   workshops, in which the Poster Plan, which was sort of a



          25   general conceptual land use scenario, was presented.
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           1   Approximately a year ago, both the City and County released



           2   preliminary drafts of their documents.  We had, again, a



           3   series of open houses throughout the valley to present that.



           4             We were fortunate enough to have extensive media



           5   coverage in The Signal newspaper last fall that was rerun in



           6   the spring.  We also launched OVOV-NET, which is an



           7   excellent tool that's available on our website, that for the



           8   last year has enabled property owners and other community



           9   stakeholders to enter in any address or parcel number in the



          10   Santa Clarita Valley and see exactly what is being proposed



          11   with this plan.



          12             Now, on to implementation.  There's a Zoning Map,



          13   which is again on the screen and on the back wall.  Staff



          14   conducted an extensive zoning consistency analysis.  To our



          15   knowledge, this was the first time that was conducted.  The



          16   new Zoning Map is also before you.



          17             In addition to the zoning consistency, the plan



          18   will be implemented on an ongoing basis.  Obviously, your



          19   commission and the Board of Supervisors will review future



          20   development projects in the guise of this plan, using the



          21   goals and policies as a framework to make decisions.  The



          22   plan will guide capital improvements, such as roadways and



          23   other investments in infrastructure.



          24             There's also an ongoing commitment to continue to



          25   collaborate with the City of Santa Clarita on future
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           1   planning and implementation of this plan, which may include



           2   changes to ordinances in both jurisdictions.



           3             In conclusion, I want to acknowledge the folks



           4   that have contributed.  In addition to the Department of



           5   Regional Planning, our GIS staff as well as the countywide



           6   study staff, we've had great involvement from the Department



           7   of Public Works.  Steve Burger is here tonight from that



           8   department.  We've had participation from all of our County



           9   departments, which has been much appreciated.



          10             Of course, the City staff has been invaluable in



          11   this.  Paul Brotzman, Lisa Webber, and Jason Smisko are some



          12   of the main folks who have helped us there.  We've also been



          13   very blessed with probably one of the best consultant teams



          14   assembled.  There's Molly Bowe, who's here tonight, that



          15   wrote the plan, the policy document.  There's Susan Tebow.



          16   She's here tonight representing Impact Sciences that



          17   prepared the Environmental Impact Report.  Austin Faust



          18   conducted our traffic study.  Mestre Greve Associates



          19   conducted our noise study.  And DM Geographics helped with



          20   some of the GIS work.



          21             There are several revisions that are presented to



          22   you this evening in the correspondence as well as the



          23   testimony.  Again, Staff is not asking for the Commission to



          24   make a decision.  Staff is asking for the Commission to



          25   provide direction to Staff in how to approach these
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           1   revisions before coming back to you.



           2             However, I should mention that there are a few



           3   technical revisions in your package.  There is



           4   correspondence from Beneviste September 9th, Cornev



           5   September 14th, Seitz September 17th, and two from Hupsch on



           6   September 30th.  As indicated in that correspondence, these



           7   are minor technical revisions that Staff is willing to make.



           8   As I mentioned, the rest of those are before you.



           9             This concludes my presentation for tonight.



          10   Before proceeding with the hearing, it is my understanding



          11   that the City of Santa Clarita would like to add a few



          12   words.  Paul Brotzman, who is the Director of Community



          13   Development, I believe he is here this evening.  I believe



          14   he's going to say a few very brief words here at the



          15   speaker's table before we move forward.



          16             Thank you very much.



          17        MR. BELLAMY:  Any persons that plan on speaking tonight



          18   on this agenda item, would you please stand and raise your



          19   right hand and be sworn in.



          20        (Whereupon witnesses were sworn.)



          21        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.  Give your name.



          22        MR. BROTZMAN:  Good evening, Commissioners.  My name is



          23   Paul Brotzman.  I am the Director of Community Development



          24   for the City of Santa Clarita.



          25             I will start over.  My name is Paul Brotzman.  I
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           1   am the Director of Community Development for the City of



           2   Santa Clarita, and I would like to start out by



           3   acknowledging Mitch, the excellent presentation that's just



           4   given, the County Planning Staff and Staff from the other



           5   departments in the County that we've worked with on this



           6   project.  It really has been a partnership, and, I think,



           7   through this process, we've come to know each other a lot



           8   better and have developed a really outstanding collaborative



           9   working relationship between the City and the County.  So



          10   we're really pleased to have had this opportunity to work



          11   together with the County Planning Staff on this project.



          12             I also believe that the effort that was undertaken



          13   here, having the City and the County work together, was



          14   really a farsighted planning effort.  It really has done a



          15   lot to bring the planning efforts of the City and the County



          16   into sync.  And I think overall, the Santa Clarita Valley,



          17   into the future, will benefit significantly from this joint



          18   effort.  So I'd like to acknowledge those who went before



          19   who made the decision to have this be undertaken as a joint



          20   planning effort.  I think it made a lot of sense, and I



          21   think as people get to see this plan and understand it, they



          22   will understand the value that it brings.



          23             There are, from the City's perspective, a number



          24   of major themes that I'd like to mention, and Mitch has



          25   discussed some of them in his presentation.  A part of what
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           1   we've tried to do here in pulling this plan together is to



           2   create what we've called the Valley of Villages.  It's



           3   really to acknowledge an effort to try and create much more



           4   walkable communities, communities and neighbors that have a



           5   strong sense of place, a strong sense of ownership for the



           6   residents who live within them.  And so that concept of



           7   creating this Valley of Villages and the walkability is an



           8   important element of this planning process.



           9             A second major theme that was addressed in this



          10   process is one of creating a greenbelt around the Santa



          11   Clarita Valley.  We have the makings of that with the



          12   national forest that exists, the Angeles National Forest



          13   that exists to the south and to the east, also the major



          14   open space areas that are being donated by Newhall Ranch,



          15   and the Castaic Lake and the recreational areas to the



          16   north.  And I think that by expanding upon that natural base



          17   that already exists, we have an opportunity to really



          18   preserve the Santa Clarita Valley as a separate, distinct



          19   geographic area.  And I think that's important.  I think the



          20   people who have moved here, the residents who live here



          21   today, value that distinctive character that we've developed



          22   here.  So developing and preserving the greenbelt that



          23   surrounds the valley is a very important element.



          24             Jobs/housing balance, which Mitch mentioned, is



          25   also very critical.  For anybody who lives here who commutes
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           1   into the valley every day, they drive through this rather



           2   congested pass and travel down some very congested freeways,



           3   moving down into the San Fernando Valley and beyond.  And so



           4   to the extent that we are able to enhance the job/housing



           5   balance through this process, I think it's critically



           6   important to the quality of life of the residents within the



           7   valley.  But it's also critically important in addressing



           8   the environmental issues that were mentioned.



           9             We are faced with responding to the requirements



          10   that have come out of SB 32 and AB 372 -- 375 -- or SB 375,



          11   AB 32 and SB 375 -- excuse me -- legislation that was passed



          12   at the State level that really requires us all to take into



          13   consideration environmental issues and to implement plans



          14   that will reduce the number of vehicle miles driven by



          15   people and will also reduce the amount of greenhouse gas



          16   that we're adding to the atmosphere and with the resulting



          17   impact on global warming.



          18             We are fortunate.  I think this plan does address



          19   that issue, and I think the Santa Clarita Valley, both the



          20   unincorporated and incorporated areas of the valley are



          21   somewhat a step ahead of much of the rest of the



          22   metropolitan planning area that SCAG has to address in



          23   developing the response to SB 375.  So I think that this



          24   plan really does take into consideration those significant



          25   overriding environmental issues.
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           1             Finally, one other important theme and element



           2   that has been incorporated in this plan, and it's one that



           3   goes back to the very early days of Newhall Ranch when



           4   Victor Gruen developed the original master plan.  And that



           5   was the recognition of the Town Center area as kind of the



           6   valley business center, and this plan does continue to build



           7   upon that.



           8             We recognize that all of these -- all of the



           9   planning effort that we've undertaken in this process will,



          10   in fact, have long term impacts for the community.  We



          11   recognize that those impacts run the -- from water supply to



          12   traffic and so on, and I think that both the City and the



          13   County Planning Staff have done a very good job in terms of



          14   taking these issues into consideration and developing a plan



          15   that reflects a significant care for the quality of life



          16   that we are creating for the existing and future residents



          17   of the Santa Clarita Valley.



          18             And with that, I'm here to respond to any



          19   questions that you may have for the City and would be happy



          20   to bring up other Staff if there are questions that I can't



          21   answer.  But we're here to be a resource and to provide



          22   support to the County Planning Staff, who we think have done



          23   just an outstanding job in this process.



          24        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.  Now I'd like to get



          25   testimony from the city officials that are here -- any city
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           1   officials.  And then from homeowner board chairs, and then



           2   the town council before we go forward with the rest of the



           3   audience.



           4        MS. HAMILTON:  I'm sorry.  Did you say you have an



           5   order by which you want these people to speak?



           6        MR. BELLAMY:  City officials, town council, and



           7   homeowner board chairs.



           8        MS. HAMILTON:  Okay.  Unless they've signed in as a



           9   city official, I wouldn't know that.



          10        MR. GLASER:  Mr. Chair, I believe Mr. Brotzman is the



          11   only representative from the city speaking tonight.  Just



          12   Mr. Brotzman from the city.



          13        MR. BELLAMY:  Pardon me?  There's no others?



          14        MR. GLASER:  That's correct.  No one else.



          15        MR. BELLAMY:  Okay.  What about the town council?



          16        MS. HAMILTON:  Town council representatives?



          17        MR. BELLAMY:  Each speaker will have three minutes.



          18   When the amber light comes on, you'll have 30 seconds to go.



          19   And we're going to try our best to hear all the persons in



          20   the room that want to speak.



          21             The town council -- go ahead.



          22        MR. MODUGNO:  Mr. Chairman, I would suggest that --



          23   we're meeting in Castaic.  The town council -- the Castaic



          24   Town Council has done extensive review of this and



          25   participated with Mr. Glaser.  If it's the official position
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           1   of the town council of Castaic, I think for the town



           2   councils that neighbor around, we should provide five



           3   minutes for the town councils and then give the general



           4   public three minutes just would be my recommendation.



           5        MR. BELLAMY:  So let's hear from the town council.



           6        MR. MODUGNO:  I'm sorry.  And if there was also anyone



           7   from any of the water agencies or school districts in



           8   official position, governmental agencies, I also again would



           9   recommend providing five minutes for those groups.



          10        MR. BELLAMY:  Okay.  We'll give the town council five



          11   minutes.



          12        MR. KELLY:  Thank you.  Ready?



          13        MR. BELLAMY:  Give your name.



          14        MR. KELLY:  My name is Robert Kelly, and I am a



          15   resident and a landowner and a Castaic Area Town Council



          16   representing Region 3, which is the Hasley Canyon area in



          17   question here this evening.



          18             First of all, I want to thank the County and the



          19   Commission for having this meeting tonight.  I'm speaking



          20   tonight as a resident, a landowner, and a Castaic Area Town



          21   Council representative for Region 3.  I have lived in



          22   Castaic for 23 years.  I own 40-plus acres in Charley Canyon



          23   and two two-and-a-half acre parcels in Hasley Canyon.  The



          24   Hasley Canyon parcel was a five-acre parcel that I and my



          25   wife split several years ago.
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           1             I have reviewed the OVOV plan, and the one thing



           2   that -- excuse me -- the one thing that I and other



           3   residents completely disagree with is the proposed land use



           4   designation of the current A2 zone.  My biggest question is:



           5   Why the land use changes?  I've been told it's to simplify



           6   the building and development process.  Simplify for whom?



           7   The County?



           8             If an owner wants to go through the time and the



           9   money and the consuming process, that should be their



          10   option.  Retirement packages and 401(k)'s have all been hit



          11   hard during these economic times.  Now, the proposed land



          12   use affects our real property.  We have all purchased our



          13   properties based on the current land use.  Real property,



          14   even with the current economic issues, has always been a



          15   good long-term investment.



          16             When someone purchases real property -- maybe it



          17   is their primary residence, a rental property, undeveloped



          18   land, or a combination of -- they are hoping that will be a



          19   good investment.  Nobody invests with the hopes of changing



          20   the land use to a higher density from what they purchased



          21   it.  To think so would be poor investing.



          22             What the draft of the OVOV does, it changes the



          23   land use in Charley Canyon and Tapia Canyon from Hillside



          24   Management to RL10.  This would spell financial disaster for



          25   the property owners.  The property will be worth pennies on
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           1   the dollar.  Taking into consideration the current land use,



           2   Hillside Management and Ridgelines, it may be feasible that



           3   only 13 units would be allowed on my 40 acres.  Thirteen is



           4   a lot better than four.



           5             Hypothetically, let's assume that each parcel



           6   would be worth $100,000.  That puts a $1.3 million value on



           7   the 40 acres.  There is no way that four ten-acre parcels



           8   would be worth anywhere near the $1.3 million.  Maybe I



           9   never sell my property and just leave it to my children or



          10   to leave it to theirs -- excuse me -- or they leave it to



          11   theirs.  The land use, as proposed, would ruin any financial



          12   future we might have.



          13             Is it open area OVOV is looking for?  A similar



          14   thing happened in Boulder, Colorado.  The surrounding land



          15   around the city was changed, making it worth pennies.  Then



          16   the City went in and purchased the properties.  One would



          17   think that the way the City of Santa Clarita has been buying



          18   up open space this could be a possibility.  Directly to the



          19   north is the Angeles National Forest.  This is all the open



          20   space Castaic would ever need.



          21             The OVOV plan in Hasley Canyon is also poor



          22   planning.  The owners in Hasley Canyon, like me, have either



          23   completed a lot split or have the option to do so.  This



          24   area is proposed to be changed as well from Hillside



          25   Management to an RL5.  Owners will end up with five-acre
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           1   parcels in the middle of two-acre parcels.  In some cases,



           2   the area would be two acres next to five, next to two, and



           3   back to five.  Where's the logic in this?



           4             What gives OV the right to change the land use for



           5   personal property?  For whose benefit?  Obviously, not ours.



           6   Does any of this make sense?  By changing the land use, you



           7   are taking away people's lifestyles, dreams, and retirement



           8   plans.



           9             As a council, we have sent letters in opposition



          10   to the Charley Canyon-Hasley Canyon proposed land use



          11   changes and sent a letter of support for a secondary access



          12   road to the northern end of Castaic.  This is very much



          13   needed.  The northern end has limited access from the south.



          14   The 5 Freeway and the Old Road are the only means of getting



          15   north of the Hasley Canyon off-ramp.



          16             During any 5 Freeway shutdown due to snow, fire,



          17   or an accident, the northern end of Castaic is completely



          18   inaccessible.  It is either a parking lot for truckers and



          19   travelers.  Emergency vehicle access is also compromised.



          20   This could be a life-threatening issue.



          21             We are in support of a secondary access from



          22   Tesoro to Parker or Lake Hughes.  We know the County does



          23   not have the means at this time to develop this road, but



          24   now is the time to draw it on the OVOV plan so there are no



          25   surprises later.  Also, by retaining the current land use in
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           1   the Charley Canyon area, future road fees can start to be



           2   collected.



           3             Thank you.



           4        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



           5        MR. PREACH:  My name's Jeff Preach.  I live at 28456



           6   Sloan Canyon Road.  I'm here as a landowner, business owner,



           7   and a --



           8        MR. MODUGNO:  Mr. Preach, let me just -- may I just



           9   interrupt here.  When I spoke to the Chair and recommended



          10   that five minutes be provided and that speakers representing



          11   town councils or speakers from various districts, it was



          12   hope and expectations they would have spoken on behalf of



          13   those districts as a whole, not getting into their own



          14   personal holdings of property.



          15             Many of us here in the Santa Clarita Valley,



          16   including myself, own property in the city, but the



          17   allowance and the courtesy of providing for the upfront time



          18   and the greater time was to address the more macro issues,



          19   in terms of representation, that have been discussed and



          20   that you're authorized by your body, in terms of the town



          21   council, as a spokesperson -- of a single spokesperson for



          22   the town council we allowed the five minutes for.



          23             To the extent to which if there's five members of



          24   that body, seven members of that body, it was not the intent



          25   that multiple members come forward and have five minutes
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           1   each, because that's at the expense of residents who are



           2   going to be allowed three minutes.  So I apologize if it



           3   wasn't clearer to begin with, but I think representatives,



           4   again, we allowed time from the City of Santa Clarita



           5   because they're a very active participant.  The town council



           6   within Castaic is an active participant, and there may be



           7   other town councils surrounding and having those people



           8   speaking.  And so --



           9        MR. PREACH:  I can keep it to three minutes.



          10        MR. MODUGNO:  Okay.



          11        MR. PREACH:  I did have to disclose -- if I don't



          12   disclose I own property, they may shoot me, so -- but the



          13   main -- the main focus is the town council.  I'm not here to



          14   talk for the town council tonight.  I am the chairman of the



          15   OVOV committee, and I'm a member of the town council.  And



          16   from this committee, six months ago, when we first found out



          17   that you had your first meeting, that we had up at the



          18   school district that only about four or five people showed



          19   up at, was the first we heard about it.  And this is, of



          20   course, the draft.



          21             Now, our committee, our town council, has spent



          22   probably six different meetings.  We split this book up, and



          23   each guy took a certain amount.  We're trying to figure out



          24   what this really means.  How can the town council tell you



          25   guys what we want until we understand it?
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           1             So we've had some meetings.  We have three



           2   different civil engineers that voted -- that volunteered



           3   their time to help us understand what this is.  You know,



           4   such as clustering.  You know, you've got to read way back



           5   here about clustering.  Now, what does clustering really



           6   mean?  And so the town council has got to get their



           7   information before they can represent this town and talk to



           8   you logically.



           9             And after six meetings, we came to our first



          10   little agenda, which was we sent you a letter, to Mitch



          11   Glaser, about eight days ago.  And the point that I wanted



          12   to make tonight is that we're still working on it.  Tomorrow



          13   we have another meeting with the engineers again, trying to



          14   get a little further on, having to do with clustering and



          15   some other issues that are still coming up.



          16             And my point was, hey, we're working on this



          17   thing, and there's a lot to deal with, and we have a lot of



          18   responsibility to these -- the members here.  And so that's



          19   what my point was, is there -- we have this letter now sent,



          20   and we have another one following shortly, and we're still



          21   working this.  I understand that's -- tonight's not the



          22   final vote and this is an ongoing deal, so you'll keep the



          23   door open for communication with the town council; is that



          24   correct?



          25        MR. MODUGNO:  Yes.  This -- One Valley One Vision has
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           1   been presented to us as a Commission -- go back three years,



           2   Mitch, at least?



           3        MR. GLASER:  Yeah, well, frankly, it's been a ten-year



           4   process, but it's been most active in the last three years.



           5        MR. MODUGNO:  So it's been a very long-term process.



           6   This is the first public hearing that the County Commission



           7   has had on the topic in the community.  I suspect there will



           8   be multiple other hearings, whether they'll be in Santa



           9   Clarita or whether they'll be in Downtown Los Angeles, and



          10   we continue to be provided with all of the letters as



          11   they're coming in, whether they're addressed to any one of



          12   us, whether addressed to Mr. Glaser, whether addressed to



          13   whomever.  And so, as long as they're hitting the body, it



          14   becomes all a part of the permanent record.



          15             So we're not going to make the decision this



          16   evening.  I doubt that we'll make the decision at a next



          17   meeting.  It's a long process of making sure that everyone



          18   who has input has the proper opportunity to vet their input,



          19   be it in either comments as this evening and all of that --



          20   all that oral testimony along with all the written



          21   testimony.



          22             So if you're not ready to make a decision as a



          23   town council, which I suspect -- I'm not sure how you could



          24   when we don't even have sufficient information as the County



          25   Commission at this point to make a balanced and reasonable
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           1   decision and to pass this forward to the Board of



           2   Supervisors.



           3             Most of the letters that we have received have



           4   been very specific to individuals' concerns about their



           5   land, and I think rightfully so if there's a change in



           6   zoning on that land, if they expected that they would have a



           7   certain building rights within.  We need to set up



           8   procedures that are not on the more macro basis that we're



           9   looking at but that those people are not just falling



          10   through the cracks but have an opportunity to, again,



          11   express their case, have a reasonable process through the



          12   County Staff as when they -- a point in time they want to



          13   develop that land.



          14             So, again, as we -- after the City of Santa



          15   Clarita incorporated in 1987 and took the County's plans and



          16   the City went forth and put a General Plan together, some



          17   sort of mapping, zoning ordinances, as individual landowners



          18   came in, there was no either taking of anybody's property,



          19   hopefully, or any brush of upgrading that property.  So it's



          20   a long process.



          21             We're here to take input.  I think we're trying to



          22   focus on the broader issues with One Valley One Vision.  Is



          23   it a good planning document, jointly, for the whole



          24   community?  How do we then deal and address individual town



          25   councils, be it West Valley or be it Castaic or as we go
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           1   over towards the eastern side of the valley, so that all the



           2   players have got a piece of that to be able to put that



           3   discussion so that once we come out with a decision -- and I



           4   think the timing processing, we may be a little bit ahead of



           5   the City and, in some respects, maybe the City's a little



           6   bit ahead of us.



           7             But there will be a final action taken by the



           8   Board of Supervisors based upon all of this input.  There



           9   will be a final action taken by the City of Santa Clarita's



          10   City Council.  And then once both of those bodies have



          11   acted, we've got now a document from which both planning



          12   staffs can continue to function.



          13             But getting at individual, specific properties in



          14   terms of, gee, mine's painted this way on that map, I don't



          15   know that this is the proper forum to be discussing that,



          16   but I think it's the proper forum to at least put yourselves



          17   on record, putting us on notice that we have a concern about



          18   my piece of property, be it five acres, one lot, 100 acres,



          19   or 1000 acres, and how's that going to be treated



          20   differently once all this is put in place.



          21             So I don't expect the town council has yet made



          22   that determination.  We may, as a planning body, say, look,



          23   there's so many of these individual cases -- there may be



          24   30, there may be 100, there may be 500 -- that over time



          25   those individual cases may need to go, again, under those
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           1   town councils' jurisdictions that we're looking to for some



           2   guidance and recommendation, because you clearly are much



           3   closer to the scene, that your own property or anybody else



           4   within Castaic would come forward and say this is what we



           5   want to do with this property.  Here's how it used to be



           6   zoned or mapped on the older planning document.  Here's how



           7   it is on the new One Valley One Vision.



           8             What are those discrepancies, and what guidance do



           9   we have and the ability of either moving that density up



          10   towards a maximum, taking it minimum -- our sort of overall



          11   planning is we target a midpoint zoning.  This 500,000



          12   people that Mr. Glaser had sort of put on board, you know,



          13   that's going to be dependent upon an awful lot of things.



          14   It's going to be dependent upon circulation.  It's going to



          15   be dependent upon environmental issues.  Most importantly



          16   right now, it's certainly going to be dependent upon water,



          17   water treatment, all the kinds of infrastructure which may



          18   or may not support 500,000 people.



          19             We're looking to add, perhaps, on the design,



          20   another 75- or 80,000 homes as a high-end potential.  There



          21   may be already 30,000 of those approved, waiting for some



          22   action.  And many of those people may say, look, it just



          23   economically no longer makes sense.  We may pull back on



          24   those.



          25             So from a planning standpoint, we, as a master
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           1   planning body for the County of Los Angeles, the two of you,



           2   as a microcosm of that as a planning body recommending to us



           3   from Castaic, those views are going to be taken into great



           4   seriousness as individual property owners come to you and



           5   say, look, this doesn't make sense, and then you add your



           6   support to that and say, yeah, we agree with him, it doesn't



           7   make sense.  And then that recommendation comes back, is



           8   vetted by our staff, and then looking at how do we



           9   accommodate.



          10             So the real purpose -- and, again, I apologize for



          11   going so long, but I wanted each of the governmental bodies,



          12   elected bodies, those people representing many people, not



          13   just their own interests, to have a little bit more time up



          14   front as a courtesy, which we normally do.  And then allow



          15   time for every individual who wants to speak, to speak.



          16             As I said before, this is not going to be the only



          17   hearing nor the only opportunity, and as long as this case



          18   is still open and being processed, written testimony can



          19   continue to come in.  And we've been provided with piles and



          20   piles and piles of written testimony.  And we don't want to



          21   stop that because, again, everyone has to have their



          22   opportunity to state and step forward.  And even those that



          23   don't step forward and state, their rights are still going



          24   to be protected.  And so that's a general sort of comment.



          25        MR. PREACH:  Okay.  I hope I understand.  I have 58
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           1   more seconds, 57.



           2        MR. MODUGNO:  Go ahead.



           3        MR. PREACH:  And I want to make sure you understand



           4   that the town council, as -- for example, in this Hasley



           5   Canyon group, there was a petition.  They came to the town



           6   council, and they asked our support.  And after we heard all



           7   the information that we acted on, had the public hearing, to



           8   support that.  So that's -- that's generated the first



           9   letter.



          10             And I want to tell you that we have some more



          11   letters.  We're still ongoing, working, and I wanted to make



          12   sure that was okay.



          13             Thank you.



          14        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



          15        MS. HAMILTON:  We have 50 people wishing to testify.  I



          16   think I'll call the first three.



          17        MR. BELLAMY:  Yes, please.



          18        MS. HAMILTON:  Ralph Joyce Grunauer, G-r-u-n-a-u-e-r.



          19   Ralph Joyce Grunauer, Denise Jens, and Karl Reckner --



          20   Reinecker.



          21        MR. GRUNAUER:  Good evening, gentlemen.  My name is



          22   Ralph Grunauer.



          23        MR. BELLAMY:  We can't hear you.



          24        MR. GRUNAUER:  My name is Ralph Grunauer, and I'm -- I



          25   am the owner of approximately 38 acres in Section 35.
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           1        MS. HAMILTON:  Does that come off?  Can he -- take it



           2   off, Susie.



           3        MR. GRUNAUER:  Sorry.  My name is Ralph Grunauer.  I am



           4   the owner of approximately 38 acres in Section 35, in the



           5   vicinity of Vasquez Canyon Road and Burton Way.  This land



           6   consists of two similar adjoining parcels.  The first



           7   parcel --



           8        MS. GRUNAUER:  Is it all right if I read?



           9        MR. BELLAMY:  Yes.  It's fine.



          10        MS. GRUNAUER:  It's not on?



          11        MR. BELLAMY:  Give your -- just give your name.



          12        MS. GRUNAUER:  Joyce Grunauer.  These are parcels



          13   2813017003 and 002.  The first parcel is 20 acres.  The



          14   second one is 17 and a half.  We have access to both parcels



          15   by paved road from Vasquez Canyon through Burton Way to



          16   Sunrise Hill Road, which ends at a cul-de-sac adjoining the



          17   property.



          18             The one property, the 20-acre parcel, is one unit



          19   per two acres, and the second parcel is one acre per ten --



          20   one unit per ten acres, giving the 17 and a half acre parcel



          21   only one unit.  The 17 and a half acre parcel, 002, is the



          22   northernmost end of the property in a small, self-contained



          23   valley with flat land and gentle, sloping ridges with areas



          24   of good topography that vary only a few feet.  This would



          25   require minimal grading to achieve desirable home sites.
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           1   The cost would become prohibitive to develop only one unit



           2   on the entire 17 and a half acre parcel.



           3             I'd like you to reconsider and allow the same



           4   units as parcel 003 so that this parcel can be developed to



           5   its full potential.  They would be developed together as one



           6   parcel, 37 and a half acres.  Half of it is zoned



           7   differently than the other half, but it's one parcel.



           8        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



           9        MS. JENS:  Good evening, Commissioners and Regional



          10   Planning Staff.  Thank you for allowing me to speak this



          11   evening.  My name is Denise Jens, and I am a resident in the



          12   Santa Clarita Valley.  But I'm not here to speak on my own



          13   behalf.  I also -- I'm speaking on behalf of the Property



          14   Owners Water System.  That is the water company for Forest



          15   Park.  We're in the northeast section of Canyon Country.



          16             And the Property Owner Water System was developed



          17   in -- it was rebuilt in 1995 and gone live in 1998.  It



          18   supports 50 units, and the region that is -- or the General



          19   Plan has -- has decided that it wants to rezone as high



          20   residential 18 and 30 in that area.  The water company



          21   cannot support that many units, and so I wanted to -- to



          22   bring this to you to say that we oppose this and hope that



          23   you would consider -- reconsider to leave the zoning as it



          24   is in that area.



          25             We run right along the greenbelt of just below

�

                                                                          40







           1   Vasquez Canyon, and it is a -- it's a very beautiful area,



           2   and we have a strong sense of community there.  And it would



           3   just -- it would really take away from the quality of life



           4   in our area to develop such high density.



           5             Another concern we have would be traffic.  We --



           6   we are kind of outside of town, so we have a bus that comes



           7   up there, you know, a few times a day.  But it really



           8   would -- to develop that high of density would increase



           9   traffic immensely in our area.



          10             And one final thing is the water runoff.  We



          11   are -- the runoff from Vasquez Canyon and Sierra Highway



          12   Canyon comes right through our neighborhood.  And what is



          13   proposed in the plan are high density 30 right next to that



          14   heavy runoff wash of Mint Canyon.  So it just doesn't make



          15   sense to do what has been proposed, and we ask that you



          16   would consider to keep things as -- as they are.  I



          17   appreciate your time.  Thank you.



          18        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



          19        MR. REINECKER:  Good evening.  My name is Karl



          20   Reinecker.  I live at 25643 Tapia Canyon Road, here in



          21   Castaic.  My formal comments have been submitted to



          22   Supervisor Antonovich in two letters, one dated February 17,



          23   2009, and the other one on April 28, 2009.  Both of my



          24   letters contain my references and attachments.  I have a set



          25   of that here for the commission if I'm permitted to give it
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           1   to you for reference.



           2             But tonight I'd like to talk about three concerns



           3   I have, perhaps four, about this plan.  And my first concern



           4   is that this revision is based upon flawed science.  Both of



           5   the gentlemen that spoke earlier talked about the -- the



           6   laws that have been passed with respect to climate change



           7   and things like that.  Well, I submit that climate change is



           8   happening, but it's not caused by CO2 emissions.  And I'm



           9   not going to debate that tonight, but you -- I would like to



          10   give an example of Senate Bill 375, which is one of those



          11   that is referenced.



          12             That was driven by out of control



          13   environmentalists through our Congress here in legislation



          14   California.  Its stated intent is to limit urban sprawl, to



          15   minimize dependency on automobiles for transportation, and



          16   force people into inner-city housing.  I'm amazed that



          17   anybody would want us to back into the inner-city.  It seems



          18   that our planners have forgotten that in the 1930s we moved



          19   out of inner-cities to get away from all of the problems



          20   that we had.  Now they want us to go back.  That's a



          21   difficult situation.  And all of this is done to reduce CO2



          22   emissions.



          23             Now, for the moment, I'd like to go back, and I



          24   think that probably everybody in this room is well aware of



          25   the fact that 15,000 years ago North America was in an Ice
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           1   Age.  The ice over Canada was two miles thick.  It extended



           2   all the way down into what is now the state of Nebraska, and



           3   then it started to warm.  There was no mankind here.  People



           4   didn't cause that.  That is true climate change that is



           5   caused by natural conditions.  And with few exceptions, it



           6   is continuing to warm since that period 15,000 years ago.



           7             I'm not saying that's good.  I'm not saying -- but



           8   we don't want to try to correct it for the false reasons.



           9   In fact, about 1000 years ago, the average temperature is



          10   one and a half degrees centigrade more than it is now and



          11   Greenland was green.  That's why they called it green.  And



          12   so it shows you how -- what an impact climate change has,



          13   and you can't change it for the wrong reasons.



          14             Also, it then started to cool.  And by the mid



          15   1800s, we had an Ice Age, and they had crop failure in



          16   Europe.  Again, it was only one and a half degrees



          17   centigrade below the average.  So it's a very serious thing,



          18   but we can't change it by limiting carbon dioxide.  If you



          19   would like to look --



          20        MR. BELLAMY:  Can you sum up, sir.  I said can you sum



          21   up, please.



          22        MR. REINECKER:  I'm sorry.



          23        MR. BELLAMY:  Can you sum up.



          24        MR. REINECKER:  Sum up?



          25        MR. BELLAMY:  Yeah.
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           1        MR. REINECKER:  Okay.  I would like to sum up by



           2   talking about rezoning very briefly.



           3        MR. BELLAMY:  Pardon me.



           4        MR. REINECKER:  I've already checked, and if you rezone



           5   our lands to lesser value, I've checked with the Pacific



           6   Legal Foundation, and we are entitled to just compensation.



           7   At my age, I need the money.  So if you want to rezone mine,



           8   fine.  I'll have my hand out and ask to be paid, but I don't



           9   think that's the best interests of Los Angeles.  So thank



          10   you.



          11        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



          12        MS. HAMILTON:  Chris Ball, Kenneth Baumgarten --



          13   Kenneth Baumgartner, and James Crosby.  Chris Ball.



          14        MR. BALL:  I'd like to stand, if I may, so I could also



          15   address my neighbors.  My name is Chris Ball.  I'm in the



          16   Rotary Club, Chamber of Commerce.  I sit on the Citizens



          17   Oversight Committee for both of the Hart District bond



          18   measures, including the $300 million Castaic High School



          19   bond measure that was just passed.



          20             I own 25 acres on the east side of town.  I have



          21   had the dickens of a time trying to get entitlements through



          22   Regional Planning.  I have two points to make.



          23             One, the staff and the administrators in the



          24   Department of Regional Planning have unlimited discretionary



          25   authority.  You call them up, they don't have to answer the
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           1   phone.  You write them a letter, they don't have to answer



           2   it.  You ask for a meeting, they don't have to attend.  You



           3   submit plans for their review, they don't have to look at



           4   it.



           5             My property is in the Hillside Management area.  I



           6   have eight recorded lots, density of three acres per home



           7   per lot.  The grading is done, and Regional Planning says I



           8   need a conditional use permit before they'll let me build a



           9   house.



          10             There are exceptions in the Hillside Management



          11   ordinance.  For example, I've got eight buildable areas that



          12   are less than 25 percent slope.  The grading is done.  The



          13   lots are recorded.  My grading was done after the lots were



          14   recorded.  I feel I've got exceptions, as written into the



          15   Hillside Management ordinance, that I'm entitled to.  They



          16   tell me -- arbitrarily, they decide that I'm not entitled to



          17   them.  How do I appeal that?



          18             What I'm told is -- by the deputy supervisors and



          19   by Regional Planning -- is the only way I can come before



          20   you to appeal their arbitrary decisions is to, guess what,



          21   file for a conditional use permit.  Everybody I've talked to



          22   says that's a three-year process and they've spent $50,000



          23   in consulting fees.



          24             My grading is done.  I've got a road going all the



          25   way to the top.  I want three-acre density per house.  Right
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           1   next to me you guys approved ten homes per acre.  Ten homes



           2   per acre.  The water for those houses comes from 400 miles



           3   away.  On its way it picks up chlorides, and when these



           4   people flush their toilets -- the 100 homes that you put



           5   right next to me -- it goes across town to the sewer



           6   treatment plant, where the taxpayers of this community are



           7   being asked to pay $250 million to get the chlorides out



           8   before that water goes on down to avocado land.



           9             I've got my own wells, my own private on-site



          10   septic systems on three-acre density, but because Regional



          11   Planning says that's rural and this is urban, they got --



          12   they're planning on 18 units per acre over here, 30 units



          13   per acre over here, commercial property here, Sierra



          14   Highway's right there, 100 homes, ten units per acre, right



          15   next to me, but I'm RL5, one house for five acres.



          16             My grading's done.  My lots are approved.  I



          17   cannot go before you to get a fair hearing on what Regional



          18   Planning is doing to me unless I submit, submit, submit to



          19   the arbitrary, discretionary, unlimited requirements --



          20   authority expressed by the -- by the planners in Regional



          21   Planning.



          22        MR. BELLAMY:  Can you wrap up, please, sir.



          23        MR. BALL:  I'm done.



          24        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



          25        MS. HAMILTON:  Jason Broom.  Jason Broom.  Donald
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           1   Greenwood.  James Perry.  Rosie Heffley.  And Cheryl



           2   Hawkins.



           3        MR. PERRY:  All right.  My name's James Perry.  I don't



           4   own a lot of land like a lot of the people, but I did come



           5   to Castaic for a small parcel of horse property.  You want



           6   to rezone it to residential.  I'm not a wealthy person.  I



           7   don't see why they can come in and rezone my land and to



           8   dictate to me in an area of town where we're in Old Castaic



           9   of horse property and say we have to be residential.



          10             I don't have a lot to say, but this is something I



          11   think should be reconsidered.  That's all I have to say.



          12        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          13        MS. HAWKINS:  Yes, hello.  Thank you, gentlemen, for



          14   taking the time to come out here this evening to listen to



          15   all of us.  My name is Cheryl Hawkins, and I live at 23001



          16   Riverview Road in Santa Clarita, in the San Francisquito



          17   Canyon.  I own a small five-acre ranch.



          18             And when the residents of San Francisquito Canyon



          19   opposed this -- I'm going to be talking about a development



          20   that's on the -- on the outskirts of Santa Clarita -- or



          21   excuse me, San Francisquito Canyon.



          22             When the residents of San Francisquito Canyon



          23   opposed the massive development of Tesoro De Valle, many



          24   planned phases in the mid-to-late 1990s, the Los Angeles



          25   County Board of Supervisors, after many meetings and
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           1   testimonies from residents and the developer alike, they



           2   approved the zoning for each of their four phases, allowing



           3   for a higher density in each phase -- in Phase A, phasing



           4   down through Phase B and C and D, with each phase increasing



           5   the lot sizes coming up the canyon.  Phase C's were approved



           6   from a minimum of one acre to a maximum of 5.2 acres, and



           7   that -- that Phase C is right up against the national



           8   forest, which is at the upper end of the canyon.



           9             At that time, super Mike Antonovich was



          10   instrumental on the decision by the board to phase the lot



          11   sizes to increase coming up the canyon with the intent of



          12   maintaining the integrity of the canyon, rural lifestyle,



          13   and surrounding hills.  With the approval of our CSD's for



          14   San Francisquito Canyon just in this last month, protecting



          15   the canyon and its environment, and with the same intent of



          16   maintaining a rural atmosphere for years to come, this same



          17   area's zoning on the hillside surrounding San Francisquito



          18   Canyon should remain as it was intended by the approval of



          19   the Board of Supervisors in 1999.



          20             There was a reason the zoning was applied by the



          21   supervisors at that time and that condition still remains



          22   today.  This is a rural community, which includes our hills



          23   that Tesoro has their development proposed for, zoned at A2



          24   and should remain rural, and it should remain at A2.  Thank



          25   you.

�

                                                                          48







           1        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



           2             Two more names.



           3        MS. HEFFLEY:  Good evening, everyone.  Thank you very



           4   much for allowing me to speak.  I don't have much to say.



           5   I'm very small property owner, my husband, Frank, and



           6   myself -- my name is Rosie Heffley.  And we live at 7520



           7   Escondido Canyon Road in the unincorporated community of



           8   Agua Dulce.



           9             And all I wanted to say is that I want to thank



          10   the L.A. County Planning Commission and the Santa Clarita



          11   commissioners and everyone here, and I do approve of the



          12   OVOV.  My husband and I both approve of this, and we are



          13   very happy that this is happening.  Thank you.



          14             And I want to thank also Mr. Adams, because I was



          15   able to get in touch with him the first time I tried.  The



          16   phone system was great.  I had no problems.  He spent maybe



          17   15, 20 minutes with me and -- on the phone -- and it was



          18   very clear what the changes were to our property.  Thank you



          19   very much and have a nice evening.



          20        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          21        MS. HAMILTON:  Milo Brown.  Moise Monasebian --



          22   Monasebian.  Would each of you please remember to give your



          23   name and address.



          24        MR. BROWN:  Yeah, my name's Milo Brown.  I've lived in



          25   this community for 33 years.  We have a small parcel up on
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           1   Sierra Highway, and the parcel number is 3214020046.  And it



           2   is rated at C3, and the paper says that they are going to



           3   change it to A1-2.  And we have an existing nursery



           4   operating on it now.  If they change that from C to



           5   agricultural or whatever the A1-2 is, then that would



           6   probably put us out of business, and I don't quite think



           7   that that's right that that could happen.



           8             I've been there 33 years.  Lot of changes going on



           9   here.  And would appreciate it take in consideration.  As to



          10   all the other commercial property owners, some of them are



          11   not here.  There is a bunch of them up by me that probably



          12   wish they were here, so they have M1 and C3 and C4 and



          13   stuff.  But I don't know why they didn't make it, but it's



          14   very critical.  Thank you.



          15        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          16        MR. MONASEBIAN:  Good evening.  My name is Moise



          17   Monasebian.  My address is 2804 Main Street in city of Santa



          18   Monica, California 90405.  I recently received a notice of



          19   completion and availability of DEIR for the One Valley One



          20   Vision Plan.



          21             I'm the owner of approximately 145 acres of vacant



          22   land in Canyon Country in Los Angeles County, located at



          23   Sierra Highway and Baker Canyon.  I purchased this property



          24   based on the fact that the property was zoned for a maximum



          25   of 95 homes.  There is an existing and active tentative map
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           1   number, 47574, on this property, calling for approximately



           2   75 homes.



           3             The new One Valley One Vision Plan is down-zoning



           4   my property to only 29 homes.  This is a great financial



           5   loss to the value of my property.  I would appreciate it if



           6   Planning Commission can reevaluate One Valley One Vision



           7   Plan and return my property to its original density.



           8             After discussing the new plan with the staff at



           9   Regional Planning, my engineers, Secant Engineering, has



          10   also submitted a secondary plan to the staff and for your



          11   consideration regarding possible change of use from



          12   residential to commercial IO, which is described as Office



          13   Professional by the new General Plan.



          14             The reason for my requests are the following:



          15             My property abuts land that will be designated



          16   industrial in the new General Plan.  There is a high school



          17   planned on 250 acres across the street from my property.



          18   This northeast area of Canyon Country is sparsely populated,



          19   and the nearest housing tract is about one-half mile away,



          20   and still my property is near major highways and freeways.



          21   My property is approximately 50 acres of flat land that will



          22   require very little grading and is not in any flood zone or



          23   environmentally sensitive area, and I'm willing to keep the



          24   remainder of my land as open space.



          25             I have two access points to Sierra Highway, and
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           1   commercial and industrial development in this area can



           2   easily pay for the most infrastructures that are called for



           3   in the One Valley One Vision Plan for Sierra Highway,



           4   resulting in substantial savings to the Los Angeles County



           5   and the taxpayers.



           6             And finally, the fact that there are several



           7   thousand homes approved or is in the process of being



           8   approved within one to three miles of my property tells me



           9   that we do not need more housing, but we need more



          10   commercial and industrial development such as well-planned



          11   office parks and technology centers to bring in more



          12   business and create more jobs and tax revenues for the Los



          13   Angeles County.



          14             I hope the Planning Commission can see the same



          15   vision I have for this corner of Canyon Country in Santa



          16   Clarita Valley area and take this opportunity to create an



          17   industrial and commercial hub that will benefit this



          18   community for many years to come.



          19        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          20        MR. MONASABIAN:  Thank you.



          21        MS. HAMILTON:  Richard Robb, Lynne Plambeck, Mike



          22   Thompson.



          23        MS. PLAMBECK:  My name's Lynne Plambeck.  I'm here



          24   representing Santa Clarita Organization for Planning and the



          25   Environment.  And we, like the Castaic Town Council, haven't
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           1   had time to really get into the particulars of the plan, and



           2   so we would like to start by asking that you extend the



           3   comment period past the November 2nd date.  We, too, intend



           4   to divide up the different areas of the plan -- with the



           5   SCAG projection, which really never came to pass.



           6             And when you base it on this massive projection of



           7   population increase that doesn't happen, you build



           8   infrastructure that's not needed.  It's very expensive to



           9   the taxpayers.  And I don't know what the law is, whether



          10   you are required to base it on the SCAG population figure,



          11   but I believe the '93 projection was that we were going to



          12   reach 270,000 by 2000.  We're not there yet.



          13             So you can see that it's substantially overstated.



          14   And based on the current economy, it seems that 500,000 or



          15   plus -- I think it's 540 or something like that -- would be



          16   substantially overstatement, and there may be significant



          17   issues in supplying water for that amount of people and for



          18   providing for good air quality for people to even breathe



          19   should you put that many people in the valley.



          20             We would like to request more hearings in other



          21   sections of the valley.  We understood this was going to be



          22   the only hearing, and I hope that it isn't because it's



          23   difficult for folks on the east side to get over to Castaic



          24   at this time in the evening, just as it was probably



          25   difficult for all of you to get here.
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           1             We were concerned with the fact that you're -- the



           2   way it looks like you're doing the floodplains, although it



           3   may be an easier way -- I guess we just didn't quite



           4   understand it.  It looks like there's no -- like you're



           5   giving a designation for floodplains, but you're not really



           6   going to do any protection for floodplains, and we request



           7   that you try to do that.



           8             The earlier area-wide plan really had a good



           9   description of groundwater recharge areas in it and looked



          10   at how those areas could be protected.  Protecting



          11   groundwater recharge is going to be just absolutely



          12   necessary if we're going to supply -- have a water supply



          13   for this valley.



          14             Last, I would just like to say that in the '93



          15   plan, there was sort of a feeding frenzy at the Board of



          16   Supervisors where a lot of developers came in at the last



          17   minute and said, "We want an increase here, and we want an



          18   increase there."  And I hope that isn't going to happen



          19   again.  It's not a technically legal process for an EIR, and



          20   it was a very poor process for the way the plan was handled



          21   as a whole.



          22             And I would like to reiterate the concerns over



          23   having gone through long processes to approve Specific Plans



          24   and then having them change in a bulk manner in this



          25   process.  I don't think that's a way to look at Specific
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           1   Plans.  Thank you.



           2        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



           3             Can we get -- can we get two more names.



           4        MS. HAMILTON:  Sadiq Ghias.  Henry Urick.



           5        MR. BELLAMY:  Yes, sir.



           6        MR. THOMPSEN:  Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.  My



           7   name's Mike Thompsen, and I reside at 29546 Sand Canyon Road



           8   in Canyon Country, on the east end of the valley.  And



           9   currently our property is A2-1 and you want to change it to



          10   RL5, and I would like the consideration of RL2.  I have



          11   neighbors right next to me, both that already sit on



          12   two-acre parcels.  We have nine acres.



          13             I'm neighbor of Chris Ball.  I think he should be



          14   given the chance to have three-acre parcel.  An RL2 would do



          15   that.  The tract that he was speaking of is just across the



          16   street from me.  I also have Stetson Ranch that's right



          17   behind myself.  I've got Fire Department 132 that's our



          18   neighbor, Canyon Collection.  Our proximity to the freeway



          19   is 60 seconds.  COC -- the new COC is just over the ridge



          20   from us.



          21             And I think restricting us to an RL5 is



          22   restrictive.  I would like the consideration, please, of an



          23   RL2.  Thank you.



          24        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          25             Yes, sir.
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           1        MR. GHIAS:  Good evening.  My name is Sadiq Ghias.



           2        MR. BELLAMY:  Closer.



           3        MR. GHIAS:  Good evening.  My name is Sadiq Ghias.  I'm



           4   the owner of the Campground of America, and the name is



           5   Acton Los Angeles, located at 7601 Soledad Canyon Road in



           6   the city of Acton.



           7             The campground has an existing CUP, and my concern



           8   is that once this CUP expires I'd like to request that the



           9   CUP be renewed when the conditions are met.  The second



          10   thing that I'd like to state is that any time a raw piece of



          11   land is purchased, all you have to look or go by is the



          12   zoning on that particular piece of property, and one is



          13   paying the price based on that zoning.



          14             If, in the -- after the purchase has been made,



          15   several years down, if someone changes the zoning, then



          16   effectively, what one did is made that land worthless,



          17   because reducing from several units to just few units, the



          18   land has lost its economic value.



          19             So I suggest to all the distinguished members to



          20   please reconsider this One Valley One Vision because it



          21   appears to me that the people who will be sacrificing the



          22   most are the existing landowners who happen to be closer to



          23   the areas where this vision is going to take place.



          24             I thank you much.  Bye-bye.



          25        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.
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           1        MR. URICH:  I'd like to thank the commissioners for



           2   coming to Castaic.  Thank you very much for coming this



           3   evening.  Sloan Canyon Road is in OVOV currently --



           4        MS. HAMILTON:  Your name, sir?



           5        MR. URICH:  -- being downgraded.  It's proposed to be



           6   downgraded from a secondary highway to a street.  And that's



           7   going to severely impact the ability to pave that section



           8   above Quail Valley Road, and these are the reasons why.



           9             The B&T funds are proposed to go from $3000 per



          10   lot to $17,300 per lot.  That will be the highest rate in



          11   the county.  But if you downgrade Sloan Canyon Road, it will



          12   not be eligible for an offset of those fees.  The current



          13   number of lots that are approved either have a map or a



          14   tentative map, it's in excess of 150 lots, and that would be



          15   an impact of over $3 million that would not be able to be



          16   offset to improve and pave Sloan Canyon Road.



          17             Sloan Canyon Road, by the way, it's needed to be



          18   paved for fire safety, and also a future elementary school



          19   is proposed on this unimproved section.  So for the sake of



          20   fire safety and being able to pave a road to a proposed



          21   future elementary school, we just ask that you do not



          22   downgrade Sloan Canyon from a secondary highway.  Just keep



          23   it the way it is presently.



          24             Thank you very much for your consideration.



          25        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.

�

                                                                          57







           1        MS. HAMILTON:  Vernon Sprankle, Judy Reinsma, and Allan



           2   Cameron.



           3        MR. SPRANKLE:  Is it on?  Hi, my name is Vernon



           4   Sprankle, and I am representing the Sprankle Gabroud Jesser



           5   Hockenberry property.  We have 120 acres up at the end of



           6   Sloan Canyon Road.  My great grandmother and grandfather



           7   homesteaded this property over 85 years ago, and we are --



           8   it has dwindled down to a whole bunch of people now.



           9   But with the OVOV plan they have taken -- they have taken



          10   our -- our particular property at RL5, which is five -- five



          11   acres per -- one house per five acres, and it was one house



          12   per two acres.  All around us is one house per two.  The



          13   north side of me is one house per one, RL1, according to the



          14   new map, and we just think this is totally unfair.



          15             I personally am on the deed of 80 acres of this



          16   land, and this -- it's in escrow as we speak, but I don't



          17   think it's going to stay in escrow if it goes one per five.



          18   So we would like you to reconsider as far as that area.



          19             Thank you.



          20        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          21        MS. REINSMA:  Good evening, gentlemen, and thank you



          22   for having us here in Castaic.  My name's Judy Reinsma.  I



          23   live at 29750 San Francisquito Canyon Road.  This is where



          24   we just were granted a Community Standards District for our



          25   rural ranch community, which we are very pleased to have
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           1   gotten.



           2             Immediately to the west of the canyon is the



           3   Tesoro del Valle development.  In 1999 local residents in



           4   the Santa Clarita Valley were successful in getting the



           5   density of this huge tract reduced so that clustered and



           6   small lot dwellings would not march from Copper Hill all the



           7   way up to the national forest.



           8             The present approved plan for the unbuilt area of



           9   Tesoro del Valle, called Area C, covers 668.7 acres.  This



          10   can be seen on the One Valley One Vision map as a yellow



          11   area extending north between the San Francisquito Canyon and



          12   Castaic area Community Standard Districts.  This area, which



          13   is zoned A2, has been approved for 115 dwelling units, with



          14   lot sizes ranging from a minimum of 1 acre to a maximum of



          15   5.2 acres.



          16             If this property is designated H2, as shown in One



          17   Valley One Vision, then the homes allowed under the two



          18   dwelling units per gross acre parameters will be 1337.  This



          19   would grant the developer the opportunity to build an



          20   additional 1222 dwelling units beyond the number allowed



          21   when this development was approved.  This is wrong.



          22             I would respectfully request that the H2 overlay



          23   for Tesoro del Valle be removed, the current zoning and



          24   dwelling units allowed for this property remain as is, and



          25   that any changes be done following the standard procedures,
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           1   including professional review by Planning Division, the



           2   Planning Commission, and public hearings.



           3             Thank you very much.



           4        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



           5        MR. CAMERON:  Good evening, commissioners.  My name is



           6   Allan Cameron.  My address is 19425 Soledad Canyon Road,



           7   Santa Clarita, California 91351.  And I would like to thank



           8   all of you for taking the time and the trouble to come to



           9   the Santa Clarita Valley and to the Castaic area.  I presume



          10   that the ease with which you obtained your shots and got



          11   your passports allowed you to make the journey without too



          12   much difficulty.  Again, thank you for having come here this



          13   evening to receive this very important public hearing.



          14             And I would echo some of the earlier comments



          15   about the fact that I hope this would be your opening salvo



          16   in terms of an outreach effort to obtain the opinions and



          17   sentiments of the people that your decisions will affect in



          18   the northern Los Angeles County area.



          19             I have a specific suggestion about the traffic



          20   modeling portion of the General Plan.  It is extremely



          21   important that the issue of a proposed second and third



          22   access into northern Los Angeles County be evaluated.



          23   Imagine, if you will, the San Fernando Valley if the only



          24   means to the area south of the San Fernando Valley were the



          25   Cahuenga Pass.  Imagine if the 210 did not exist, if all the
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           1   surface streets like Glenoaks Boulevard and San Fernando



           2   Road did not exist.  Imagine if Interstate 5 did not exist



           3   and the San Diego Freeway, 405, did not exist and all of the



           4   two-lane roads that carry voluminous amounts of traffic,



           5   like Coldwater Canyon, Benedict Canyon, Laurel Canyon,



           6   Topanga Canyon, all did not exist.



           7             If you were to characterize that nightmarish



           8   situation as I just did, you would be approximating the



           9   ultimate fate of the Santa Clarita Valley if another means



          10   of access to the south is not postulated.  So I strongly



          11   urge the circulation element look into that and model it.



          12             Now, a lot of my friends concerned about



          13   environmental issues say we cannot presume to continue to



          14   use personal direct, point to point, rapid transportation,



          15   i.e., the car.  I would say that is a presumption based on



          16   the idea that the car will continue to be an internal



          17   combustion engine-powered vehicle.



          18             I think our future planning needs to recognize



          19   that the car with the internal combustion engine as we know



          20   it today must cease to exist, and we must have



          21   electric-powered vehicles or hydrogen fuel celled vehicles,



          22   which will render the issue of air pollution and climate



          23   change, hopefully, moot, particularly if the electricity



          24   that powers those vehicles is generated with clean power,



          25   i.e., wind and solar.
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           1             So in conclusion of that portion of my testimony,



           2   please model the issue of an additional means of major



           3   access, at least one if not preferably two, in and out of



           4   the Santa Clarita Valley to the south.



           5             Next quick issue.  The existing General Plan has a



           6   marvelous infrastructure concurrency requirement known for



           7   short as the Development Monitoring System, or the DMS.  In



           8   a new General Plan, you have an option to perhaps abandon



           9   that, but I strongly urge you to look at the existing value



          10   of the DMS and not abandon it unless and until you can show



          11   how another infrastructure concurrency mechanism --



          12        MR. BELLAMY:  Can you wrap --



          13        MR. CAMERON:  -- would be able to replace it and --



          14        MR. BELLAMY:  -- can you wrap up, sir, please.



          15        MR. CAMERON:  Yes, thank you.  Two more quick points,



          16   and I will conclude.  Please, if you would, generate an



          17   overlay map so that online, as well as in meetings like



          18   this, you can take the old zoning and General Plan



          19   designation, have an overlay of the new proposed General



          20   Plan and zoning designation on top of it, so you can see



          21   immediately what the changes that are proposed are from the



          22   old to the new.



          23             And then my final comment is this.  A stronger



          24   safety element is absolutely called for in a comprehensive



          25   new General Plan.  The Castaic Dam is one of at least three
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           1   major dams that is built to a maximum of a seven-point event



           2   on the Richter Scale, and we all know that the next large



           3   event in Southern California will be way above seven points.



           4        MR. BELLAMY:  Okay.  Thank --



           5        MR. CAMERON:  If that happens, we here would be under



           6   several hundred feet of water.



           7        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



           8        MR. CAMERON:  So I appreciate your listening to us.



           9   Thank you.



          10        MS. HAMILTON:  Igor Nikitine, Tim Garrity, and Dianne



          11   Wohlleblen.



          12        MR. NIKITINE:  Hello.  My name is Nikitine, Igor.  I'm



          13   living on 7343 Soledad Canyon.  And I will just quickly --



          14   can I address the public for a quick?  Only here.  Okay.



          15   Then I'll tell my story.



          16             We purchased the land.  It's 12 acres.  We tried



          17   to do some developments and were always unsuccessful because



          18   it goes in the circles that we cannot do this because the



          19   County has construction of the bridge over the floodplain.



          20   And it's not a small bridge.  It's almost like a CalTrans



          21   project, which costs millions of dollars for the small



          22   residents.



          23             And it was going and going until, like, recently I



          24   found there is another, farther up the canyon, properties.



          25   The same river, this same fish protected by law.  Everything
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           1   is the same, but it's booming.  The people are grading.  The



           2   people are receiving permits, and everything going on.  I



           3   was wondering, like, why and what's wrong?  And it's only



           4   beyond borders of your project everything is fine.  No



           5   bridge, no millions to spend, everything is fine.



           6             We were forced to sell 80 acres to national forest



           7   because we couldn't do nothing with it.  And many people



           8   like here always cannot do nothing.  They already put some



           9   money.  They have businesses.  And you guys just forcing



          10   them out, and I don't know if some people, like, really



          11   trust you that you're doing all this in the public interest.



          12   I'm sorry.



          13             That's my total opinion.  And believe me, I was



          14   lived in Russia.  I was born in Communism.  I saw the



          15   country go into the drain because of the government.  Obama



          16   doing the same for the whole country, and you guys trying to



          17   dish all the people in the local area.  I'm sorry, but this



          18   is -- that's where it goes.  I understand you doing good



          19   stuff.  That's all my emotions, and thank you so much.



          20        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



          21        MS. WOHLLEBEN:  Good evening.  Can you hear me?  Can



          22   you hear me?  No?  Now?  Now?  Okay.  Testing.  Okay.



          23             My name's Dianne Woleben.  And I live off of



          24   Sierra Highway and Fitch Avenue.  It's called Forest Park in



          25   the old map -- in the Thomas Guide map book.  And you're
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           1   considering changing, with your OVOV, an area right across



           2   Sierra Highway from me, which is -- and down the street --



           3   to a H18, which is 9 to 18 dual occupancy.



           4             We are all individual owners.  There are no



           5   apartment buildings in our neighborhood except for one that



           6   got snuck in that's only two story with eight units.  And



           7   nobody knows.  It's been there for a long time.  So we don't



           8   know how it got snuck in.



           9             But that area is strictly industrial along Sierra



          10   Highway, and all residences -- they're all out here, all my



          11   neighbors -- and none of us want it to be changed to have,



          12   instead of where I moved to from Silver Lake in L.A., Canyon



          13   Country, to Condo Country.  You can keep it by the freeways.



          14   We don't want to be like Van Nuys.  We don't want graffiti



          15   and congestion.



          16             We don't want that kind -- we live where there are



          17   cows and horses.  We're in the County of L.A. for a reason.



          18   We don't live in Santa Clarita.  We live in the county.  We



          19   have horses and cows.  My neighbors, they walk with their



          20   horses.  We don't want condo land.



          21             Thank you very much.



          22        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          23        MS. WOHLLEBEN:  Oh, and thank you.  Thank -- thank you



          24   also -- I have one last request.  One last request about the



          25   meeting.  Thank you for coming out to hear us, A.  And B, I
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           1   know the supervisors meet in L.A. at 9:00 o'clock and that's



           2   your final hearing, on a workday.  We're working people.  We



           3   can't come to L.A. on a workday.  So if you could please



           4   schedule in final opportunities to speak again out here or



           5   in Canyon Country, which is an area that you're talking



           6   about -- not just Castaic -- we would truly, truly



           7   appreciate your effort.



           8             Thank you.



           9        MS. HAMILTON:  Henry Schultz, Sherry Stolica --



          10   Stolarik, and Robert Haring -- no, Robert Lombardi, and



          11   Linda Haring.



          12        MS. STOLARIK:  Hello.  Thank you for the opportunity to



          13   address the proposed land use designations.  My name is



          14   Sherry Stolarik.  I live at 25241 West Carson Way, Stevenson



          15   Ranch.  I am a member of the San Francisquito Canyon



          16   Preservation Association, the Santa Clarita Trails Advisory



          17   Committee, and Equestrian Trails, Incorporated.



          18             We wish to retain A2-2, or the equivalent of rural



          19   land 2, for phases B and C of Tesoro del Valle Tract No.



          20   51644, conditional use permit approved in May 1999.  This



          21   CUP designated the remaining phases to remain as A2, minimum



          22   two acre.  This approval by the Board of Supervisors upheld



          23   their unanimous vote to preserve, promote, enhance, and



          24   expand the equestrian lifestyle.  It should not be changed



          25   in an effort to defeat the purpose of our long, hard fight
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           1   to preserve the area for horses and a rural lifestyle.



           2             This proposed land use change to H2 negates the



           3   agricultural uses and denies livestock and horse-keeping.



           4   The Cliffie Stone Trail will extend through these phases



           5   along with two other trails designated by the Santa Clarita



           6   Trails Advisory Committee as requested by Supervisor



           7   Antonovich.



           8             We wish to request that the land remain designated



           9   as A2 or its equivalent, not impose restrictions to



          10   agricultural uses, conform to the adjacent land uses to the



          11   east, west, and north currently zoned A2.  This H-2 land



          12   uses nonconforming.  Changing this will be inconsistent with



          13   the Tapia Ranch project and the San Francisquito Canyon by



          14   allowing a much higher density.



          15             We also wish to request that the extension of



          16   McBean be deleted from the Master Plan of Highways onto San



          17   Francisquito Canyon Road.  This canyon is rural with



          18   designated community standards that retains many varied



          19   equestrian uses and is home to our California Rangers



          20   program, Mounted Posse Reserve participants, Trail



          21   Advocates, and Equestrian Trails.



          22             Thank you very much.



          23        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          24        MR. SCHULTZ:  Hello.  My name is Henry Schultz, and I'm



          25   a resident of Santa Clarita.  I really am pleased to be able
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           1   to speak here.  The idea of One Valley One Vision is a great



           2   idea, the County and the City and other agencies working



           3   together to get a good plan for the area.



           4             What I really want to speak about is a problem



           5   that we've had for years, even before we had the City, and



           6   that has to do with density.  All these projects,



           7   developments, changes of zoning, all increase density, and



           8   density is the real problem out here in the valley.  It



           9   causes all the traffic problems that we have, which are only



          10   getting worse.  Someone mentioned the traffic model.  You



          11   can see that things are going to go really bad here shortly.



          12   Even with the HOV lane, we're going to be in real trouble.



          13             So what we need to do is reduce the density of



          14   projects, if at all possible, and reduce the density or keep



          15   the density the same in a lot of areas that we have.  A



          16   prime example of this is Newhall Ranch project.  The Newhall



          17   Ranch project has -- it takes hillside densities and puts



          18   them into high residential, builds into the river, into the



          19   floodplain.  We've been doing that here even in the City of



          20   Santa Clarita.  So we're not -- we're not innocent.



          21             But the big problem, though, is to -- whatever you



          22   do with the One Valley One Vision, that you keep the



          23   densities from being increased.  And the real problem here



          24   is tax base.  The County needs money.  The County is running



          25   out of gas.  As more places get incorporated, there's less
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           1   and less space for the County to have direct income.  So I



           2   hope that you don't take money as the source of your



           3   motivation for increasing density.



           4             Thank you.



           5        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



           6        MR. LOMBARDI:  Hello.  My name is Robert Lombardi.  My



           7   address, 29527 Bouquet Canyon Road.  I'm here with my



           8   sister.  We own a piece of property, 140 acres, on Bouquet



           9   Canyon Road, on both sides, at Vasquez Canyon Road.



          10             At present the zoning is A1-2000, which is half



          11   acre lots.  The County wants to change it to A1-2, which is



          12   one house per two acres.  We have some tracts approved



          13   around us, and we're in the middle of them.  And all we're



          14   asking for is to have the density that they have.  I believe



          15   it's one acre per -- one house per acre.



          16             I think we need to -- we're an island -- we'd be



          17   an island in the middle of the area, and it just won't work



          18   right for us.  My sister wants to say something also.



          19        MS. HARING:  I live at 29677 Bouquet Canyon Road, on



          20   the corner of Vasquez and Bouquet Canyon.  My concern is the



          21   roads and the development that's planned in Bouquet Canyon.



          22   Bouquet Canyon Road is being planned as a secondary highway,



          23   which I understand is a four-lane road, extending from Plum



          24   Canyon Road to the national forest boundary.



          25             Vasquez Canyon, however, is being downgraded to a
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           1   limited secondary highway, which is -- remains a two-lane



           2   highway.  Right now, Vasquez Canyon Road is over-utilized



           3   and doesn't provide -- is in terrible condition.  There's



           4   bumps and cracks and potholes, and even though they're



           5   patched frequently, it's just in very bad condition.



           6             We have an additional problem besides the



           7   residents that live in Bouquet Canyon, which is now still



           8   rural north of Vasquez.  And we have lots of residents from



           9   Palmdale and the Antelope Valley that use Bouquet Canyon



          10   Road to commute to the Santa Clarita Valley and also the San



          11   Fernando Valley.  They also use Vasquez Canyon.



          12             There are plans in the Antelope Valley, in Leona



          13   Valley, and in Palmdale for increased development there.



          14   All of that traffic will flow from the Antelope Valley



          15   through the Santa Clarita Valley because most people up



          16   there are traveling down for jobs here and in the Los



          17   Angeles area.



          18             What we would like is to see that Vasquez Canyon



          19   Road remains a secondary highway and is eventually planned



          20   to be expanded to four lanes.  With the additional



          21   development that is surrounding our property, if that -- if



          22   and when that is ever developed, that will put hundreds of



          23   more automobiles on those highways, and it -- we are already



          24   in danger now.  Whenever there's a fire or a flood -- we've



          25   experienced all of it -- earthquake.  We've been trapped in
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           1   that canyon many times.



           2             So we do need to see that with any plan, whether



           3   it's rural or high density, you need to have adequate roads



           4   for all people to get in and out of these canyons.  It is a



           5   unique area with all these canyons, and you can see what has



           6   happened with all the fires recently, with people that live



           7   in canyons.  So I hope you'll take that into consideration,



           8   and thank you for coming here and listening to us.



           9        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          10        MS. HAMILTON:  William Dudra, Sherry Paradise, and Dean



          11   Paradise.



          12        MR. DUDRA:  Hi, my name is William Dudra.  I live at



          13   44508 Loneoak Avenue, Lancaster, California 93534.  I've got



          14   two parcels at Bouquet and Vasquez area there that we've



          15   been going eight years now to get a grading permit.  Finally



          16   get it graded and set up, and now you guys talk about



          17   changing the zoning.



          18             We had to deal with Hillside Management to go



          19   out -- out of the blue, they -- after the grading goes



          20   through, then say, oh, now you're in Hillside Management.



          21   Now you've got to meet this criteria.  Now they want to



          22   change it to where you can only put one house on it and --



          23   after it's already been graded out.



          24             I don't see how the County can go and try to



          25   change the zoning after you've already started in your
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           1   project the way it is now, that you could split it down if



           2   you put the roads in.  We put the roads in, and because we



           3   haven't filed the lot split -- because that's going to take



           4   forever to go from five acres to 2 two and a halfs, which



           5   are all through the county two and a half acres are a



           6   standard.  Now they change it.  Oh, we don't want to do less



           7   than five acres.



           8             I don't see how it benefits us to sit there and



           9   let you guys change it.  It's just like the open spaces with



          10   Santa Clarita and the County.  They've got all this land,



          11   and they've got their pieces, but they're not putting them



          12   up for open spaces, considering the way they built up the



          13   city or the way the County's been building up in the



          14   heavily, densely populated areas.



          15             And I think it's pretty much an arbitrary thing



          16   that you guys are going across because some of these ones



          17   you want to go and -- go from two acres on a house to



          18   putting 30 houses on two acres, and then the other ones you



          19   want to say, okay, you've got five acres, you can only put



          20   one, or you've got 20 acres, you can only put one.



          21             And -- but the developers, whatever they want to



          22   put, because it's closer in, we'll let you develop



          23   everything.  They've got roads through Santa Clarita where



          24   they've built developments on ridiculously sloped roads.



          25   Going up Shangri-La, it's got to be an 18 percent road they
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           1   put in up a hillside that they just built all over.



           2             White's Canyon's got the same thing.  All over



           3   Canyon Country's got it where they went straight up on hills



           4   with roads, but now that it's out on the rural area that we



           5   are, that we wanted to be, that's why we bought there, they



           6   want -- you guys want to zone us down, saying okay, you can



           7   only go one house in the area.



           8             I don't -- I don't see how, when you've fought for



           9   all this time to get to this point, now we're going to



          10   change your zoning, we want to make it this.  I see no



          11   benefit to it because when you guys start adding, there's



          12   only a certain amount in Hillside Management we can do



          13   anyways.  We can't go down, even though the zoning says



          14   20,000 square feet for a half acre on a five-acre parcel,



          15   they won't let you do it in Hillside Management anyways.  So



          16   to zone it down lower, I don't see it being beneficial to



          17   us.



          18             Thank you.



          19        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          20        MS. PARADISE:  Hi, my name is Sherry Paradise.  I live



          21   at 29565 Baringer Road in Castaic.  I moved here about ten



          22   years ago and decided this would be a great place to enjoy a



          23   rural environment but also incorporate some of the city



          24   life.



          25             Recently, in July, we received some information
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           1   that said, oh, the General Plan Land Committee is going to



           2   change the zoning on our property.  Now we would be



           3   designated as an RL5.  Now, when we purchased this lane --



           4   we're not wealthy people.  We work very hard.  As I keep



           5   hearing over and over in this room, people have worked hard.



           6   This might be just my little piece of the American Dream



           7   that I said I want this land, and I now have the ability to



           8   split this property and have a second parcel.



           9             So we wrote a letter, and we talked to many of our



          10   neighbors.  This wasn't just indulging ourselves.  We talked



          11   to many of our neighbors, and we asked, "What do you think?



          12   What would you like?"  And they signed it.  They signed a



          13   petition.  We sent it in.  About two weeks later, we



          14   received a really nice little letter back saying,



          15   "Absolutely not.  We didn't hear your request."



          16             I ask you, are you listening to us?  Are you



          17   hearing this room?  Because we asked you:  Could you



          18   reconsider changing our zoning to RL2?  Now, we received a



          19   response back that stated no, there was a slope issue; no,



          20   there was fire -- fire zone issues.



          21             I want to challenge you here to go back and look



          22   because on that -- these parcels that you've said no to, do



          23   you know many of these are already graded with a second pad?



          24   The fire issue or the slope issue is already taken care of,



          25   because we've hired civil engineers to look at this land.
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           1   It is not done in a vacuum.



           2             So we received a letter basically saying no on



           3   August 12th.  I would like you to go back and reconsider



           4   your decision on behalf of ourselves and all of the others



           5   that have signed this petition.  And those of you that



           6   didn't have the opportunity to meet with us, we welcome you



           7   to sign the petition also.



           8             Thank you.



           9        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          10        MR. PARADISE:  Thank you.  My name is Dean Paradise.  I



          11   live at 29565 Baringer Road.  I'm a civil engineer, and I've



          12   been a civil engineer for over 25 years, working in the



          13   county.  Ten years ago my wife and I bought some land at the



          14   end of Romero Canyon, and we built a house and we built a



          15   separate pad that we use as a horse arena.



          16             We intend to subdivide in the future and build two



          17   parcels of over two acres each.  That's over 86,000 square



          18   feet per lot.  This area has been designated as RL5 by the



          19   County planners.  We believe this is a mistake, and we've



          20   been told that it's not feasible for the RL2 land use.



          21             Although we currently have a 10,000 square foot



          22   certified pad on our property, properties to the north, the



          23   south, the east, and the west of us are designated as RL2.



          24   Only us, in the middle, have as an island of an RL5.  So I'd



          25   ask you that you please have this revised and join me and

�

                                                                          75







           1   the town council in changing that to the RL2, which is in



           2   conformance with the community standards that the town



           3   council approved three years ago.



           4             I also want to speak to you quickly about the



           5   secondary access into Castaic.  Ask any resident here what



           6   it's like to get home into Castaic when the 5 Freeway is



           7   shut down due to a fire or snow or a traffic accident.  Good



           8   planning mandates a secondary access into Castaic.  And I



           9   believe the logical location for that is through the Tesoro



          10   development.



          11             Thank you very much.



          12        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          13        MS. HAMILTON:  Glenda Bona, Gary Shaw, Phillip Scorza.



          14        MS. BONA:  Hi, I'm Glenda Bona, 23681 White Oak Court



          15   in Newhall.  And I'm here tonight representing the Calgrove



          16   Corridor Coalition.



          17             Let me tell you a little bit about our group to



          18   start out with.  We formed originally in opposition to a



          19   ridiculously dense project proposal that was going to be



          20   built on a 100-year floodplain that was just east of the I-5



          21   at Calgrove.



          22             While our group actually represents several



          23   hundred households, CCC itself has a diverse core group, and



          24   we are committed as a core group and as a big group to



          25   solving problems through cooperation, not confrontation.
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           1   We're not antigrowth, but we are interested in intelligent



           2   planning.



           3             Our group has had tremendous success working with



           4   the City of Santa Clarita.  We're really happy to report



           5   that the proposal to develop the Smiser property was sent



           6   back to the developers as unacceptable.  We've also worked



           7   with the City on zoning changes in regards to One Valley One



           8   Vision.  The City incorporated lots of our suggestions, and



           9   actually some of our words, into the proposed document.  We



          10   would like to have that same kind of relationship with the



          11   County.



          12             There's a number of proposed developments right



          13   now that are on the County side of the Interstate 5 Freeway,



          14   and some of them are quite large.  These developments will



          15   have a huge impact on our neighborhood and on our quality of



          16   life.



          17             Let me share with you briefly some of our key



          18   concerns.  We're concerned about traffic circulation.  What



          19   will increased density do to the circulation, both on the



          20   I-5 Freeway and also in the surrounding neighborhoods?  What



          21   kind of height requirements are you looking at for these



          22   projects?



          23             We're concerned that there is adequate parkland.



          24    Right now that's not the case.  Will you be interfacing



          25   with CalTrans during the time that they are doing the I-5
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           1   Corridor expansion?  Are you considering the ramifications



           2   of that freeway expansion to the surrounding neighborhoods



           3   as you consider future projects?



           4             With the addition of four new lanes on the I-5 and



           5   an increase in traffic due to the new developments, we're



           6   also especially worried about air pollution.  We're also



           7   concerned about adequate water supplies and concerned about



           8   build-out in general.



           9             CCC represents neighborhoods near the Calgrove



          10   area who care about the quality of life in the Santa Clarita



          11   Valley, and we have an offer to extend to you.  We would



          12   like to work with you in the same reasonable and



          13   professional manner that we work with the City of Santa



          14   Clarita so that we can find developments that are going to



          15   enhance our community.



          16             Thank you.



          17        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



          18        MR. SHAW:  Hi, my name is Gary Shaw, and I live on



          19   Fitch Avenue in Forest Park area.  And I have to tell you,



          20   between my hearing loss and the echo that's developed in



          21   this room, it's almost impossible to really hear clearly



          22   what is going on.  But I hope I can be heard.



          23             I have to admit that I'm in a fog when it comes to



          24   what specifically is going to be happening in our particular



          25   area on Fitch Avenue in Forest Park.  I've heard that
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           1   eventually our street is going to be made into some kind of



           2   a four-lane highway.  I don't know if that's true or not.



           3   And that would cut right into our already small front yard



           4   property that we have, and we'd like it to remain the rural,



           5   country-type living that -- the very purpose for which we



           6   came to live there and wouldn't like that to be changed.



           7             And concerning the possibility of our house being



           8   taken away or perhaps bought by pennies on the dollar by



           9   eminent domain, I ask you to put yourselves in our place for



          10   a moment.  We live in our dream house.  We never otherwise



          11   could afford a house except for the fact that my mom died



          12   some years ago, and it presented the opportunity for us to



          13   have enough money to buy a small house -- just about a



          14   1000-square foot house -- there in Forest Park.



          15             If we had to move from our house by it being taken



          16   away or it being bought very inexpensively and so that we



          17   wouldn't have enough money, we couldn't get another place.



          18   We wouldn't have another house to live.  It would make it



          19   very difficult for us.  I believe many of our neighbors are



          20   in the same position I'm in.  Knowing many of them, we have



          21   some elderly neighbors, we have some neighbors who are just



          22   barely making it.  And if our houses were bought pennies on



          23   the dollar, we'd be out.



          24             What you call progress, I'd like to ask, at whose



          25   expense?  And if ruining lives is part of what you call
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           1   progress, I believe that no one with a good conscience



           2   should be for it.  We'd like to keep our house the way it



           3   is.  Thank you very much.



           4        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



           5        MS. HAMILTON:  Neil Nadler, Joel Brandon, and Patricia



           6   Howell.



           7        MR. NADLER:  Good evening.  My name is Neil Nadler, and



           8   my address is 1250 La Venta Drive, Westlake Village,



           9   California 91361.  I own approximately 180 acres that lies



          10   between the freeway where it splits up the Grapevine, up --



          11   up Highway 5.  And I do want to acknowledge the County Staff



          12   and the Castaic Town Council and Supervisor Antonovich's



          13   office.  I'm not here to complain about the future zoning of



          14   my property.  Frankly, I believe we're all in concert, which



          15   is changing the property that is currently zoned A2-2 and



          16   A2-10 to light industrial.



          17             One -- one thing that I believe is that the County



          18   jobs-housing balance and the specific Santa Clarita area, it



          19   does need a greater balance between the two.  And my



          20   property, along with other properties, will help further



          21   that along.  So I am in support of it.



          22             The one question that I do have, and that might be



          23   a question that could be asked of Mitch -- and I don't think



          24   it necessarily needs to be tonight -- is that one of them is



          25   zoned M1, light industrial, but on the other one,
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           1   approximately 120 acres of the property is -- got a



           2   designation of Transportation Corridor and that's the only



           3   property.  Mitch, can you clarify that or do you want to



           4   talk about it later?  Okay.



           5             So anyway, I'm in support of it.  It's been



           6   ongoing for the last 15 years that I've owned the property,



           7   and it'll -- I think it'll really help out the area as well



           8   and eventually provide local jobs for local people who live



           9   here.



          10             And one other thing, I would like to make a



          11   statement, is that there are Community Standard Districts



          12   out here in Castaic.  And a lot of people who live in Hasley



          13   Canyon and other canyons are being tremendously affected by



          14   the, if you will, down-zoning of their properties from --



          15   from A2 to RL5.  And I do object to that.  I think that --



          16   that it's kind of spot zoning, if you will.  And I think



          17   that you guys need to take a more serious look at that one



          18   issue.



          19             Thank you.



          20        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          21        MS. HOWELL:  Hello.  My name is Patricia Howell.  I



          22   live at 30701 Sloan Canyon Road in Castaic, California.



          23   I've lived there 25 years.  We own three parcels.  We own



          24   one up in Hasley, ten acres, and we own two parcels in



          25   Sloan, an eight acre and a five acre.  And the zoning change
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           1   would affect our retirement.



           2             We really want to split the property and sell it



           3   and retire.  So I would be opposed to the RL5 designation.



           4   I would ideally like the A2-2 zoning to stay in affect.  But



           5   if you do decide to change the zonings up there, I would



           6   accept the RL2.  That would be acceptable if we could still



           7   have heavy agriculture.



           8             And also, I'd like to ask, if you do have plans to



           9   downgrade Sloan Canyon north of Hillcrest, I would be in



          10   support of that.  It is a private road.  We privately



          11   maintain it.  We dedicated it to the County in 1984.  They



          12   never accepted the dedication or took possession of it, so



          13   we've maintained it for the past 25 years.  Right now people



          14   drive up and down it, 60 miles an hour.  We have to repave



          15   it.  We have to regrade it.  And ideally we'd like to gate



          16   it and keep it completely private.



          17             And that's it for me.  Thank you for your time.



          18        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



          19        MR. BRANDON:  My name is Joel Brandon.  I live at 26520



          20   Tapia Canyon Road, in behind the sheriff's honor farm.  And



          21   I have ten acres of ground, and I don't have any problem at



          22   all as far as any zoning is concerned.



          23             I would wish to say one thing, that the -- it's my



          24   observation here this evening that there cannot be a



          25   regulation of any kind made because of the extreme adversity
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           1   of the people who live in the area.  It would be almost



           2   impossible to make one that was reasonable that would work.



           3             The other thing that I would say is that the



           4   federal government has followed regulations, and they're



           5   trillions of dollars in debt.  The State of California has



           6   followed many regulations, are $26 billion in debt.  The



           7   County of Los Angeles and the City of Los Angeles, in a



           8   similar condition.



           9             Therefore, it has become obvious to me that



          10   regulations of any kind has virtually destroyed our country.



          11   Therefore, I would advocate and heavily stress to make no



          12   new regulations of any kind and make the -- a committee,



          13   that has a real cognitive ability to reason as a committee,



          14   to settle each individual case as it comes about rather than



          15   making a blanket deal of the entire area.



          16             Thank you.



          17        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          18        MS. HAMILTON:  Kevin Coon, Janette Gabellieri, Karl



          19   Mallick.



          20        MS. GABELLIERI:  Hello.  I am a property owner on Sloan



          21   Canyon Road in Castaic, 30730 Sloan Canyon Road.  My name is



          22   Janette Gabellieri.  I live at 28755 Greenwood Place.



          23             The Castaic community spent several years working



          24   with the County to create a CSD for our community.  I am in



          25   favor of downgrading Sloan Canyon Road to a smaller street
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           1   to keep it more rural.  And all of Hasley Canyon, including



           2   Sloan Canyon and Romero Canyon, are designated as rural



           3   residential with A2-2 zoning and Hillside Management.  The



           4   existing CSD and the existing permitted uses for A2 land do



           5   not include the commercial uses that are listed in the new



           6   RL2 designation.



           7             The One Valley One Vision document states, on Page



           8   3.1 through 17, that the new RL2 designation is supportive



           9   of commercial uses such as grocery stores, restaurants,



          10   personal services, and retail sales.  I am opposed to this



          11   land use designation change.  RL2 should not allow new



          12   commercial retail uses to be added to the current list of



          13   uses.  I am happy with the existing Hillside Management and



          14   N2 designation.  Please do not support this change to RL2.



          15             Thank you.



          16        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          17        MR. MALLICK:  Good evening.  My name is Karl Mallick.



          18   I'm with CCL Engineering.  Tonight I represent the Santa



          19   Clarita Facilities Foundation.



          20             The foundation works with the William S. Hart



          21   School District and does a lot of their strategic planning



          22   for school sites.  We have two sites, one on Vasquez Canyon



          23   Road, assessed as Parcel No. 3231-001-018, 019, and 029,



          24   that's approximately 80 acres.  The other site is on Sierra



          25   Highway, just east of Vasquez Canyon Road.  Those APN
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           1   numbers are 2813-18-02, 3, 4, and 9 and 2853-02, 01, and 07.



           2   That's about 275 acres.



           3             And as I mentioned, the Facilities Foundation does



           4   strategic planning for the William S. Hart School District.



           5   These two sites, we've been working on for about three



           6   years.  They have school components to them and residential



           7   components to them.  We're -- we just want to express our



           8   concern that we don't -- or the land use does not change



           9   that will lower the density that we've been working with the



          10   last few years in our planning.



          11             I don't believe it currently does with the



          12   proposed change.  There is existing commercial designation



          13   on Sierra Highway, on the north side of Sierra Highway,



          14   which is on the south side of our property.  The new plan,



          15   the OVOV, does not show commercial in that area.  We would



          16   like to request that that commercial remain on the plan



          17   because we have planned for that in our strategic planning.



          18             And we will submit these.  That's it.  Thank you.



          19        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



          20        MS. HAMILTON:  Josephine Welch, Young Song, Virginia



          21   Wolf.



          22        MS. BUSEY:  Hello?  Can they hear me?  Okay.



          23             All right.  I'm here for two properties in Soledad



          24   Canyon.  One of them does not belong to Acton Town Council,



          25   so they don't have --
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           1        MR. BELLAMY:  Give your name.



           2        MS. BUSEY:  -- town council representation.



           3        MR. BELLAMY:  Miss -- Miss, give your name.



           4        MS. BUSEY:  Okay.  My name is Cherylann Busey.  I am



           5   representing White Rock Lake RV Park, and I am representing



           6   Young Song, who recently was denied a CUP for an RV park due



           7   to inactivity, although there were some serious problems



           8   with the park if the commission really remembers the case.



           9             Anyway, we are concerned about the zone change to



          10   A2-2.  Both properties hold dual zoning, R1 and A2.  Under



          11   the R1 we were told by Bruce Durbin that there were many



          12   things that these property owners could do without --



          13   without a CUP, up to and including camping.  We were told



          14   once Mr. Song gave up his CUP he could continue to have



          15   camping as long as one RV didn't cross his bridge.  And now



          16   he went back to Bruce Durbin and found out he has to close



          17   his gates to business, even camping, as of December.



          18             So we're concerned that the A2-2 zone change, to



          19   A2-2 alone, will devalue the property, will bring them under



          20   regulatory code violations, and I'm not sure, but because



          21   most of Agua Dulce residents receive the County Journal --



          22   did I speak -- say that right?  Anyway, there is a property



          23   up there that is now receiving violations under zoning



          24   enforcement regulatory code with $1000 a day fine, back to



          25   the first violation if they don't come under the regulatory
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           1   code to meet that within 30 days.



           2             It makes these people feel like criminals, and



           3   they are private property owners.  So when the regulatory



           4   codes get enforced and they come to these people's property



           5   with guns, which was done to Young Song, his wife had a



           6   nervous breakdown.  She has not been able to come out of



           7   that house since that event.



           8             So these people are private property owners.  They



           9   have large properties, Young Song 50 acres, Joanne 12 acres.



          10   Yes, it's agricultural.  Joanne came in 50 years ago.  There



          11   were no trees.  They planted the trees.  I believe the



          12   Regional Planning Department sees all the greenery there and



          13   doesn't realize that the property owners, when they came in



          14   50 years ago and there was nothing there, built these parks



          15   under zoning exceptions originally.  And I spoke with -- I



          16   know her name --



          17        MS. HAMILTON:  Miss Hamilton.



          18        MS. BUSEY:  -- Miss Hamilton, at length concerning the



          19   history of the parks.  Anyway, again, I'm speaking shortly



          20   for both owners.  We feel the A2-2 zoning will bring us



          21   under regulatory code enforcements.  Can anyone tell me --



          22   and I appreciate Mitch Glaser taking quite a lot of time on



          23   the phone with me to really explain this plan to me.  I



          24   realize you have a lot of work to do, and I've heard all the



          25   comments.
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           1        MR. BELLAMY:  Can you wrap it up, please.



           2        MS. BUSEY:  Yes.  The wrap-up is:  Can someone explain



           3   to me that after the CUPs that are existing come up for



           4   renewal, will the A2-2 zoning negatively affect their



           5   ability to get a new CUP on the property?  I'm concerned



           6   that Josephine Welch owns 12 acres and under the RL20



           7   zoning, one residence per 20 acres.  What's going to happen



           8   to property owners with less than 20 acres that have houses?



           9        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          10        MS. BUSEY:  Thank you.



          11        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          12        MS. WOLF:  Hello.  My name is Virginia Wolf.  I am



          13   property owner of ten acres at 30730 Sloan Canyon Road in



          14   Castaic.  I am against the changes that are proposed for my



          15   neighborhood.  The existing land use, the Castaic CSD have



          16   designated my neighborhood and all of the Hasley Canyon as



          17   rural without commercial uses such as listed in the new RL2



          18   designation.



          19             I am opposed to having RL2 being supportive of



          20   commercial uses.  Commercial uses, grocery stores,



          21   restaurants, personal services, and retail stores do not



          22   belong in a rural residential neighborhood.  Please do not



          23   support this.  I bought these -- this property to live in a



          24   rural neighborhood, away from traffic and strip malls.



          25             I am also in favor of downgrading Sloan Canyon
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           1   Road to a smaller street.  Thank you for hearing me.



           2        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



           3        MS. HAMILTON:  Steven Patterson, Diana Larios, Joe



           4   Cota.  Joanne Swanson, Susan Rauch, James Rogers, and



           5   there's one last person, Commissioner.  Frederico Enriquez.



           6        MS. LARIOS:  Hi.  Thank you for hearing us today.  My



           7   name is Diana Larios.  I live at 30758 Sloan Canyon Road in



           8   Castaic, and I've been a resident for over 15 years.  I've



           9   been active on the original Master Plan committee and also



          10   in helping to form the Castaic area Community Standards



          11   District and have worked with the County a lot with all of



          12   that.



          13             Castaic -- the Castaic community and the CSD has



          14   very strongly stated that they wanted to keep Hasley Canyon,



          15   Romero Canyon, and Sloan Canyon rural and equestrian.  And I



          16   believe that the RL2 land designation which is being



          17   assigned to some of the properties out there is not



          18   consistent with our CSD.



          19             I have a list of all the existing heavy



          20   agricultural zone uses, and there are a lot of uses that are



          21   already listed.  But what I'm concerned with is that this



          22   RL2 is actually adding the commercial, grocery, restaurants,



          23   retail.  That is not rural.



          24             Your agenda item states that the reason for this



          25   zoning change and the land use change is for density
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           1   control.  Well, adding commercial uses in a rural



           2   neighborhood has nothing to do with density control.  You



           3   are changing the character of our community, and our CSD is



           4   opposed to that, and our community is opposed to that.



           5             So please realize that it's not all about density,



           6   that in this case it's about changing the character of our



           7   community, and I'm very, very seriously opposed to that.



           8   I would also like to say that I am in favor of



           9   downgrading Sloan Canyon Road to be a smaller street, again,



          10   in favor of our CSD that says that we would like to keep



          11   that neighborhood more rural and equestrian-like.  We would



          12   not like it to have larger, paved roads.



          13             Thank you.



          14        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



          15        MS. RAUCH:  My name's Susan Rauch, and my address is



          16   30470 Sloan Canyon Road, and I've lived there for 12 years.



          17   And I have the same concerns that Diana has about the retail



          18   uses.  I don't understand how that's cropping up in this new



          19   redesignation and how it's contrary to what our CSD says.



          20   It almost seems like it's thrown in there willy-nilly.  I



          21   mean, it just seems out of place.



          22             I mean, are you seriously saying that grocery



          23   stores can go in our rural neighborhoods?  I mean, that's



          24   what it looks -- I mean, that's what it says.  So I really



          25   do hope you'll take the time to look at that and toss it out
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           1   or have it coincide more specifically with our CSD.



           2             And on the matter of Sloan Canyon Road,



           3   there's -- Sloan Canyon Road is a dirt road now, and the



           4   idea of it being anything other in the future, as a small



           5   country road, is out of character too and it seems to me



           6   wouldn't benefit anyone except maybe perhaps some developers



           7   who might get a foothold into the area.  And that's it.



           8   Thank you.



           9        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.



          10             Yes, sir.



          11        MR. COON:  Hi, my name is Kevin Coon.  I've lived in



          12   Santa Clarita since 1972.  I own two pieces of property.



          13   One is a 15-acre parcel at 18120 Texas Canyon Road, and



          14   another piece, a quarter acre, in Old Forest Park at 16969



          15   Forest.



          16             I purchased both pieces of property with the --



          17   with the zoning and use, specifically picked out those



          18   pieces of property for that.  With your proposed changes, it



          19   negates everything that I purchased my properties for.  The



          20   Texas Canyon property, I've only owned for five or six



          21   years.  But the reason I bought that was for the zoning and



          22   for the use.  I strongly oppose any changes to the existing



          23   zoning.



          24             Thank you.



          25        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you very much.
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           1        MS. HAMILTON:  I believe that completes the speakers,



           2   commissioners.



           3        MR. BELLAMY:  Okay.  Continuation of reports.



           4        MS. LEMKE:  Nothing from County Counsel.



           5        MR. BELLAMY:  Commission?



           6        MR. MODUGNO:  Mr. Chairman, let me ask Mr. Glaser a



           7   couple questions.



           8             The recommendation you have this evening as to



           9   continue this to give you an opportunity of coming back with



          10   findings and Final EIR, at least one speaker had indicated



          11   that the close-off date for comments is November the 2nd.



          12   Is that accurate or not?



          13        MR. GLASER:  Yes.  Yes, that's correct.  It is a 60-day



          14   comment period.  It commenced on September 4, 2009.  It



          15   closes on November 2, 2009.



          16        MR. MODUGNO:  The extent to which we keep this -- keep



          17   hearings open, while that official date closes off, there's



          18   still opportunity for people to submit materials.  There's



          19   opportunity for people to come and speak at any continued



          20   public hearings.  As this is going on through processing,



          21   there's opportunities for people to continue to speak and



          22   comment up until the point in time through the Board of



          23   Supervisors hearing; is that correct?



          24        MR. GLASER:  Yes.  Let me clarify what the 60-day



          25   review period is.  It is specific to the Draft Environmental
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           1   Impact Report.  The 60 days is for comments specific to the



           2   Draft Environmental Impact Report.  Otherwise, comments on



           3   the plan in general and the land use changes, on the zoning



           4   changes, you are correct.  The comments on that are open



           5   until the day that the Board of Supervisors adopts it.



           6        MR. MODUGNO:  So the recommendation this evening is to



           7   continue this hearing.  We would anticipate that there would



           8   be more hearings than one?



           9        MR. GLASER:  Yes.  What the recommendation is, that the



          10   close of the EIR comment period, again, would be in



          11   November.  We would have Impact Sciences, who has prepared



          12   the EIR, respond to all comments and prepare a final EIR.



          13   What staff is envisioning is that we would return to you



          14   with that final EIR with all of the responses to comments in



          15   addition with any and all changes to the draft plan that you



          16   would like us to make pursuant to the testimony today.



          17             And at that point, we would come to you with a



          18   resolution to approve the plan and recommend that it be



          19   forwarded to the Board of Supervisors.  The Board of



          20   Supervisors then would have at least one hearing before



          21   adopting or not adopting the document.



          22        MR. MODUGNO:  All right.  The concern that I --



          23        MS. LEMKE:  Commissioner, can I --



          24        MR. MODUGNO:  -- I'm sorry.



          25        MS. LEMKE:  -- can I add a clarification on -- on the
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           1   environmental report is you're correct.  While there's an



           2   official comment period, you know, we can't dictate what



           3   people testify to at hearings, and if they want to continue



           4   to comment on the environmental impacts, that's open through



           5   the public hearing process.



           6        MR. MODUGNO:  Okay.  So the mere fact --



           7        MS. LEMKE:  It's just that we don't have to provide



           8   official comments in the Final Environmental Impact Report.



           9        MR. MODUGNO:  Okay.  So the mere fact of setting off



          10   that comment period as a date that is set for the consultant



          11   then to wrap up some of their work, but it still opens up



          12   discussion, the ability of anyone to add any comments until,



          13   as they sort of say, the fat lady sings.



          14        MS. LEMKE:  That's correct.



          15        MR. MODUGNO:  Okay.  One of the concerns that I have,



          16   and I think echoing most of the comments that we had this



          17   evening, while very few were looking at the overall sort of



          18   macro issue of One Valley One Vision, which has been the



          19   intent, that the County has been working on for at least



          20   three years, the City has been working on in parallel with



          21   that, I think the reaction that has occurred is people are



          22   saying:  How is this impacting me personally?  How is this



          23   affecting my piece of property?



          24             Many of those piece of properties have had in the



          25   past open cases which have been submitted, may have even
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           1   gone through some approval process, and action was never



           2   taken, and so those have become closed cases.  In some



           3   cases, there is current zoning on those properties which has



           4   changed over the years and there's now some proposals, but



           5   that still doesn't impact what application someone may come



           6   in and take.



           7             I think I'd like to have greater clarity, both



           8   from us as a commission and for the property owners, in



           9   terms of what that processing will be for them individually



          10   as they want to come forward.



          11             For example, we have long said that -- that the



          12   achievable point is we're going to look sort of around a



          13   midpoint range for development.  There -- that means if



          14   somebody's got zoning that could have 1 to 20 houses on a



          15   parcel of land, the desired impact may be somewhere around



          16   10.  Without doing overlays of hillside, dealing with oak



          17   trees, circulation, set all of those which will impact where



          18   that ultimate recommendation and number's going to be.



          19             We have worked -- and I know the City of Santa



          20   Clarita has worked as well -- that the more rural an area



          21   is, the less circulation that may be applicable, the less



          22   access to infrastructure.  The further away from community



          23   services, the further away from parks, the further away from



          24   library, et cetera, would tend to get far more towards a



          25   rural end, which would indicate the lower density on that.

�

                                                                          95







           1             As one gets closer to infrastructure, or if a



           2   large developer is prepared to move forward and help build



           3   this community out of the infrastructure deficit by bringing



           4   adequate roads, by perhaps funding libraries nearby, funding



           5   beyond just some land dedication for schools, but really



           6   going above and beyond the requirements, that may warrant



           7   and allow them to get to a higher density.



           8             So the mere fact of putting and saying, gee, your



           9   density was two house per acre that we're changing to five



          10   houses, or five houses changing to two, never guaranteed



          11   that anyone could walk in and be given that.  It was merely



          12   a starting point and a sort of a planning purpose point.



          13   But again, we're looking at all those aspects.



          14             In my mind, if somebody had a higher density



          15   before and bought property on that, held that for years on



          16   that basis, and then stepped forward and we have said now



          17   we're sort of moving that number down, well, I, as being



          18   somewhat, hopefully, reasonable would look at that aspect of



          19   it and might be leaning more towards going back to what they



          20   might have had versus what we're trying to achieve.



          21             Again, in terms of -- in terms of looking at that



          22   aspect of it -- but I'd have to also be concerned what's



          23   around it, what infrastructure is nearby.  Clearly, we will



          24   never get to that higher point of numbers if the State does



          25   not address the water problems, which is -- which is really
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           1   a legislative issue at the moment.  We're out there trying



           2   to protect a small endangered fish, and so a federal judge



           3   says you can't get the water.  And the State Legislature,



           4   rather than dealing with what is a massively important issue



           5   of the State, decides to sort of pass it off and adjourn.



           6             We have, for years, attempted to get CalTrans in



           7   front of us to speak and say we have a serious problem of



           8   transportation in and out of this valley, we have a serious



           9   problem of transportation through this valley.  What goes



          10   along the I-5 Corridor, and while there's construction work



          11   now, much of that construction work is looking to -- to get



          12   us out of the problems we have and -- or anticipating the



          13   added units that are so far approved for -- for Newhall



          14   Ranch.



          15             And so my concern, echoing, I think, back what



          16   we've heard this evening, is individuals want some assurance



          17   that we're neither taking from them or, those that want



          18   lower densities, that we're not suddenly creating some



          19   madhouse building opportunity in their neighborhood.  So



          20   that we're neither adding wealth nor subtracting wealth, nor



          21   taking or adding to rights.  And I think that's how, as we



          22   go through this, individual cases, individual applications



          23   that come through, what type of treatment should individuals



          24   expect to hear?



          25             We've had some people testify this evening, and I

�

                                                                          97







           1   think our fellow -- my fellow commissioners will reflect



           2   upon, very recent cases where we have taken action.  And we



           3   have taken action, and we're hearing again somebody coming



           4   back and saying, gee, I still didn't like what your decision



           5   was.  Their opportunity was to move forward to the Board of



           6   Supervisors on appeal.  Their opportunity beyond that is, I



           7   suppose, to file a lawsuit.  We have not -- we've done



           8   reasonable planning, looking at what we think is in the best



           9   interests of the county at large and taking into -- to sort



          10   of all of our guidelines and pieces.



          11             So again, I think as we come back, I'd like to



          12   have some understanding of the type of treatment that will



          13   be done in terms of what are the expectations of individuals



          14   that sort of lays out the ground rules.  It was a good



          15   suggestion somebody had in terms of having overlay, what was



          16   the old zoning, what's the new zoning on top.  And then how



          17   we move forward from that.



          18             So I really appreciate the testimony we've had



          19   this evening.  I think it's been constructive.  Two of our



          20   commissioners were not here this evening.  For them to be



          21   able to take action at our next meeting, they're going to



          22   have to get themselves up to speed, which means review



          23   everything that has been said.



          24             I think that acoustics in this room were horrible.



          25   While -- while the speakers got sent out towards your
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           1   direction in terms of the public, what echoed back to the



           2   three of us, I would say -- we're all getting a little bit



           3   older, but we're not deaf.  I think I picked up probably no



           4   more than 25 percent of what was said.



           5             We nodded.  We looked as if we heard it.  I don't



           6   know what the other two commissioners heard.  Many of you,



           7   in terms of once you got to the microphone, went very



           8   quickly.  The tone of your voice may have destroyed the



           9   words that were being said.  I did not hear everything.  I



          10   think I got the gist of the discussion.



          11             Much of the -- many of the comments were



          12   repetitive.  It was a lot of the stuff from Sloan Canyon.  I



          13   think we got the essence from that community.  But this was



          14   not a good room, although it is a County-owned facility, so



          15   it didn't cost the County anything to have it.  Perhaps if



          16   we have another meeting in the community, there might be a



          17   better room.



          18             We clearly can hear better at our hearing room in



          19   Los Angeles, although that does have a requirement that



          20   everyone who's out there has got to come down to downtown.



          21   Everyone who's up here, other than myself -- who lives in



          22   Santa Clarita -- has got to come here.



          23             I've got five minutes to get home so that's



          24   convenient for me.  It's not for the commissioner to my



          25   left, who lives almost on the Orange County line.  So he
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           1   comes a great distance.  The commissioner to my right comes



           2   more from Downtown Los Angeles.  All the staff has made a



           3   terrific effort of coming out and really trying to get the



           4   input from this community.  So when we normally have our



           5   hearings in Los Angeles on Wednesday mornings, we do thank



           6   everyone from -- who makes a long drive to come and see us.



           7             And I'm not sure even the tapes from this evening



           8   are going to be clear in picking up what everyone said.  So



           9   if you did not have a written comment, if you have something



          10   very strong that you want to make sure that we have and you



          11   only verbally spoke this evening, I would encourage you to



          12   go home, either type up what you had and mail it in to



          13   Mr. Glaser, send him an e-mail.



          14             If it gets sent to Mike Antonovich, it gets sent



          15   to us.  If it gets sent to Paul Novak, it gets to us.  If it



          16   gets sent to Rosalind Wayman, it gets sent to us.  So if



          17   it's a field deputy for the supervisor, if it's a member of



          18   staff, I think it's easier if it comes in to Mr. Glaser



          19   because he's coordinating all that.  But if it comes in,



          20   that will then be part of the permanent record.  None of



          21   it's going to get lost.



          22             But again, I apologize that we couldn't pick up



          23   everything.  It's -- I think it's more a matter of the room.



          24   There's too many hard surfaces here.  We couldn't suddenly



          25   run and put carpet and put -- maybe if we wear a bunch of
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           1   blankets the next time to sort of bounce the sound.  But --



           2   and I don't know how much of my mumbling you've picked up



           3   either.



           4             I don't know if there's any other comments,



           5   commissioners.



           6        MR. BELLAMY:  Do we have a motion?



           7        MR. REW:  Mr. Chairman, due to the lateness of the hour



           8   and the journey that I have to make, I'm here on a visa so I



           9   have to get home.  But I agree with Commissioner Modugno.



          10             I've always preached to people about you go to



          11   Las Vegas and you put some money out there for the blackjack



          12   dealer, and you look at it as, hey, you know, sure, it's a



          13   gamble, but it's an investment.  Or you go to Santa Anita,



          14   and you pick out a horse and you say, yeah, it's a gamble,



          15   but it's an investment because I can get some return on my



          16   money.  Or you purchase a stock and you say I hope that



          17   stock goes up because this is really an investment, but if



          18   it goes down, you know, it was a gamble.



          19             But no one feels the same way about real estate.



          20   You know, they -- they always expect that real estate,



          21   they're going to make a bundle.  And sometimes things



          22   change, and they have to look at it as also a gamble.



          23             So I look forward to our next hearings.  I'm going



          24   to ask for a copy of the transcript because you don't speak



          25   too fast, I just listen too slowly.  So I'm going to ask for
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           1   a copy of the transcript and maybe even a copy of the tapes



           2   if they're clearer due to the recording.  But thank you for



           3   all coming.



           4        MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.



           5        MR. MODUGNO:  Mr. Glaser, when would you recommend --



           6   or Miss Hamilton, is there a date certain for continuance of



           7   this case?



           8        MR. GLASER:  Commissioners, what we would anticipate in



           9   terms of if the comment period were to cease in November as



          10   is scheduled for the Draft EIR, we were anticipating that



          11   the Final EIR would be available after the first of the



          12   year.  So again, though, depending on the amount of comments



          13   that are received, especially in the next month, we weren't



          14   really certain, which is why we were requesting to take it



          15   off calendar.  However, if the Commission would like to set



          16   a date, we would probably suggest the planning day in



          17   January at the earliest.



          18        MR. MODUGNO:  All right.  So your stronger suggestion



          19   is we just take it off -- we don't set a date at this point



          20   and allow comment period to remain.



          21        MR. GLASER:  Yes.  And we can ensure that everyone who



          22   has signed up on our contact list and everyone who has



          23   spoken here tonight can receive notification of the next



          24   hearing date once it's scheduled.



          25        MR. MODUGNO:  Your recommended motion also has to
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           1   return with a resolution to the Board of Supervisors.  I



           2   don't think that that's wise at this point.  I'd like to



           3   really have another hearing first, or is that the point that



           4   we have to have that?



           5        MR. BELLAMY:  She's not on.



           6        MR. MODUGNO:  All right.



           7        MR. BELLAMY:  Your mic wasn't on.



           8        MS. LEMKE:  Oh, I'm sorry.  The advantage of continuing



           9   the hearing to a date certain is that we do that here



          10   tonight and announce the date, then we don't have to



          11   renotice that hearing.  This will be sufficient of it.  I



          12   mean, obviously, if the Planning Department decides it wants



          13   to, you know, give advertising notice, it can do that.  But



          14   if we can set it to a date certain, you don't have to



          15   renotice the hearing.  If you take it off calendar, when we



          16   have it come back, we'll have to renotice the hearing.



          17        MR. MODUGNO:  All right.  The recommended motion we had



          18   in our packet did not have a date.  So it's -- is that then



          19   we could determine a date this evening, not have to



          20   renotice, and then return, but we could -- I just feel a



          21   little uncomfortable that we only -- we'd lay out with one



          22   meeting versus having a meeting and then another meeting.



          23             So the recommended motion has returning with a



          24   resolution to the Board of Supervisors.  Do we feel we would



          25   have sufficient information at that point, or is that just
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           1   that then becomes part and parcel with the whole packet that



           2   rolls along with the continued hearings?



           3        MS. LEMKE:  I can't answer that question, Commissioner.



           4   I think that's up to you to determine whether or not you



           5   think the responses that you may get based on the comments



           6   tonight --



           7        MR. MODUGNO:  Okay.



           8        MS. LEMKE:  -- or whether or not you'd have enough



           9   information to make a recommendation at the next hearing.



          10        MR. MODUGNO:  Okay.  Because I go back to the first --



          11   the first speakers -- or actually, sorry, the City of Santa



          12   Clarita was the first speaker -- but the two representatives



          13   from the Castaic Town Council.  We did not hear from other



          14   town councils who are affected from this -- or by this.  We



          15   didn't hear from West Valley.  We didn't hear from the



          16   people at the other side, over in Agua Dulce sort of area.



          17             I think it's important that we have an entire



          18   community involved in this process, not just selected ones.



          19   So I would suggest we have at least, in my mind, at minimum



          20   two more hearings, in which I'd like the next one sort of



          21   address the discussion this evening.  We'll take a look at



          22   that Final EIR.



          23        MR. GLASER:  Commissioner, if Staff could make a



          24   suggestion, there was at least one individual who had



          25   requested an extension of the 60-day comment period.  One
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           1   possibility that staff would like you to consider would be



           2   to extend that comment period for an additional 30 days.  So



           3   that would be a 90-day comment period.  And to hold your



           4   second hearing with -- before that 90-day period closes so



           5   that there's still an opportunity to testify on the Final



           6   EIR and -- it would be a Draft EIR, excuse me -- and it



           7   would be a little bit earlier than what we were discussing.



           8             We could contact the other town councils, and I



           9   think what I'm hearing is that in terms of the requests that



          10   were made today, I think the commissioners would like a



          11   report from staff on each request that was made, trying to



          12   describe maybe the rationale behind each recommendation of



          13   staff, so that we could come back to you with that before



          14   the end of the year, when the comment period is still open



          15   and, you know, continue this discussion and decide how to



          16   move forward at that time.



          17        MR. MODUGNO:  That would then, if we left the -- if we



          18   allowed the comment period then to go 90 days versus 60, if



          19   it's currently scheduled to expire November 2nd, then that



          20   would suggest extending it to December the 2nd, having a



          21   hearing prior to that or after?



          22        MR. GLASER:  Either immediately prior or immediately



          23   afterwards, so either mid November before the Thanksgiving



          24   holiday or shortly thereafter before the Christmas holiday.



          25        MR. MODUGNO:  Okay.  Then I would like us to look at a
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           1   date certain to do that.  And then for the planning date in



           2   January, which might be the next date, I'm going to be out



           3   of the country.  So I'd prefer then to look and carry that



           4   out at least until some February time period in terms of



           5   another hearing.  And is that feasible within the schedule



           6   in terms of your time?



           7        MR. GLASER:  Yes.  I believe if we were to come back to



           8   you at that time, we could discuss the issues, see what



           9   issues remain, and then schedule another hearing.  And at



          10   that time, hopefully, the commission would be comfortable



          11   with staff returning with a resolution to the Board of



          12   Supervisors.



          13        MR. MODUGNO:  Okay.  I seem Miss Lemke and Miss



          14   Hamilton sort of looking at dates to come up with a date



          15   certain.



          16        MS. HAMILTON:  We might have a planning day available



          17   on November 23rd, which is a Monday.



          18        MS. LEMKE:  Although it looks like there's -- there's a



          19   lot of current planning projects on.



          20        MS. HAMILTON:  There's only two cases on the 23rd, so



          21   that might work out.



          22        MS. LEMKE:  And that's the Monday before -- that's your



          23   Monday hearing before Thanksgiving.



          24        MR. MODUGNO:  Okay.  And that would be to do a lot of



          25   these housekeeping elements of this.  Not necessarily to --
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           1   to really get a full blown -- if people want to come and



           2   testify, they may, but let's try and get some of these



           3   issues and get that back out to the community.



           4             So I'll make a motion then, Mr. Chairman, that we



           5   continue the public hearing on Project R200701226 to



           6   November 23rd.



           7        MS. HAMILTON:  Twenty-third.



           8        MR. MODUGNO:  And staff to return -- I guess they have



           9   to return to us.  And then also to continue the comment



          10   period on the Draft EIR for an additional 30 days to



          11   December the 2nd, 2009.



          12        MS. LEMKE:  And that meeting will be held at your



          13   regular commission hearing room?



          14        MR. MODUGNO:  I'm sorry.



          15        MS. LEMKE:  And the meeting will be at your regular --



          16        MR. MODUGNO:  Yes.  The meeting will be held in our



          17   commission hearing room downtown.



          18        MR. REW:  Second.



          19        MR. BELLAMY:  Any further discussion?



          20             All in favor?



          21        MR. MODUGNO:  Aye.



          22        MR. REW:  Aye.



          23        MR. BELLAMY:  Aye.



          24             Okay.  We'll move on to County Counsel.



          25        MS. LEMKE:  Nothing further.

�

                                                                         107







           1        MR. BELLAMY:  Director?



           2        MS. HAMILTON:  Nothing to report.



           3        MR. BELLAMY:  Okay.  Public comment pursuant to



           4   Government Code?  Seeing none, we're adjourned until



           5   Wednesday, October the 14th, Downtown L.A.



           6        (Whereupon, at 9:24 p.m., the meeting adjourned.)



           7                              -o0o-



           8



           9



          10



          11



          12



          13



          14



          15



          16



          17



          18



          19



          20



          21



          22



          23



          24



          25

�

                                                                         108







           1                     CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER



           2



           3             I, LEE MILLER, an Electronic Reporter, do hereby



           4   certify that I am a disinterested person herein; that the



           5   foregoing Regional Planning Commission meeting was digitally



           6   recorded; that it was thereafter transcribed into



           7   typewriting by me.



           8             I further certify that I am not of counsel or



           9   attorney for any of the parties to said meeting, nor in any



          10   way interested in outcome of said meeting.



          11             IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand



          12   this 2nd day of November, 2009.



          13



          14



          15                                 ______________________________



          16                                 Lee Miller, AAERT No. D-417



          17



          18



          19



          20



          21



          22



          23



          24



          25

�

